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KNIFE BIN BID 10 
STOP SIABBINGS 


COURT 

Driver charged after 
passenger is killed 

A 22-year-old man has been charged with 
causing death by dangerous driving after 
one of his passengers was killed in a colli¬ 
sion on Saturday. 

Liam Ellis, from Wiseley Way in Quinton, 
appeared at Birmingham Magistrates Court 
on Monday in connection with the crash 
on Adams Hill, Bartley Green, which hap¬ 
pened just before 3am. He was remanded 
into custody ahead of his next appearance 
at Birmingham Crown Court on December 
23. 

A woman in her 20s, a rear seat passen¬ 
ger, was confirmed dead at the scene. 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


A KNIFE surrender bin will 
be placed in Dudley as police 
take action following a series 
of stabbings in the borough. 

Police chiefs are to place the bin in 
a town centre location after the bor¬ 
ough was shocked by three stabbings 
in eight days last month. 

There are already bins in place in Wolver¬ 
hampton and Sandwell and another is planned 
for Walsall to encourage the collection and de¬ 
struction of weapons. 

Police believe the bins are useful tools in 
helping to tackle knife crime, which gives peo¬ 
ple the opportunity to help rid the streets of 
knives without fear of recrimination. 

Mansoor Mahmood, aged 24, died after 
being knifed in Brierley Hill High Street. It 
came after stabbings 
in Lower Gornal and 
Sedgley. 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner David 
Jamieson said a knife 
bin would be placed in 
Dudley within weeks, 
after proving success¬ 
ful elsewhere in the 
Black Country. 

More than 140 weap¬ 
ons - including axes, 
swords and knives - 
have been recovered from the latest opening of 
surrender bins in the West Midlands. 

Police revealed the secure bin on Dunstall 
Road in Whitmore Reans, Wolverhampton, had 
the highest number of dumped weapons with 
54 blades. 

Zombie 

These included three swords and the kind of 
vicious ‘zombie’ knife that has been recently 
outlawed 

Mr Jamieson said the key to tackling knife 
crime was getting the message through to chil¬ 
dren when they are at a young age that carry¬ 
ing knives was unacceptable. 

He said: “We are determined to take tough 
action against the sort of people who are car¬ 
rying knives. The really sad thing is that most 
of the offenders are boys in their teens and the 
victims are boys in their teens and aged up to 
24. 

“We can’t arrest our way out of the problems. 
A lot of boys who find themselves in problems 
lack a father figure and find themselves drifting 
into gangs. 

“We need to look at children when they are 
nine to 13, and educate them and to get them 
to understand the consequences of carrying 
knives. 

“The very simple message is if you carry a 
knife the chances are someone will use a knife 
on you.” 



Victim - Mr Mahmood 


ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR GAMER ON GADGET SHOW 



Nick Browne, of the Vintage Gamer shop in Halesowen, who is to have a major role in Channel 5’s The Gadget Show at Christmas 

in people’s lofts and also took a look at all 


A RETRO video game specialist from the 
Black Country will feature on Channel 5’s 
Gadget Show over the festive period. 

Nick Browne, owner of Vintage Gamer 
shop, was approached by the team behind 
The Gadget Show. They then spent over two 
hours filming him and around his shop in 
Halesowen. 

The Gadget Show, now in its 24th series, 
puts both old and new gadgets through their 
paces. 

The team filmed Nick discussing which 
forgotten gaming gems could be hidden away 


things Pokemon Go. They also spoke on the 
advances in console gaming along with some 
of Nick’s own tips and advice, which will be 
screened on December 21. 

Nick said: “It was very surreal to have 
them come over and film. I think it’ll be a lit¬ 
tle cringe to watch myself but it’ll be great as 
I’ve never been on TV before.” 

“The presenter, Jason (Bradbury), asked 
me what prized possessions I’ve got that’s 
rare and expensive so I told him about a game 
I’ve got which is ridiculously rare. The game 


was originally for the Nintendo NES console 
and is called Duck Tales, based on the Disney 
film. 

“There’s only 150 numbered games in the 
world and 20 that aren’t numbered as they 
were the first original batch. To find one is ri¬ 
diculously hard but I’ve got three - one num¬ 
bered and two from the original batch. I’m on 
the hunt for more even even though the last 
one I bought cost me nearly £1,500.” 

Nick opened his first gaming shop in 2013 
before moving to his current premises in 2014 
which is home to a video game arcade. 


DEATH 

Body of missing 
pensioner found 

THE body of a missing pensioner has 
been found in a fishing pool. 

West Midlands Police had been 
searching for 75-year-old William Jew- 
kes from Sedgley after he was last 
seen opening a church for a mother 
and toddler group. 

On Friday police confirmed that his 
body had been found in the pool on 
Parkes Hall Road, Dudley, at 12.28pm. 
His death is not being treated as suspi¬ 
cious and Mr Jewkes’ family has been 
informed. 


FOOTBALL 

Glassboys ready to 
make FA Cup history 

THERE will be a capacity crowd at the War 
Memorial ground in Amblecote on Sunday 
for Stourbridge’s FA Cup second round tie 
with Northampton Town. 

The Glassboys will play League One 
outfit Northampton at 2pm as they aim to 
reach the third round proper for the first 
time in their history. More than 2,000 sup¬ 
porters will watch Gary Hackett’s side take 
on the Cobblers with the potential reward 
of a lucrative glamour tie in the next round. 

More than 400 away fans will be making 
the trip from the East Midlands. 

• Sport - see page 40 
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MIKE’S TRIP 
INTO THE PAST 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 



Road concern raised after fatal crash 


A STRETCH of road in Shropshire where a Black 
Country motorcyclist died is to come under scru¬ 
tiny after a coroner vowed to write to highways 
chiefs about it. 

Halesowen motorcyclist Jason Gardener, a 
welder, died when his Suzuki motorbike collided 
with a Toyota Rav 4 on the Stourbridge Road be¬ 
tween Six Ashes and Bridgnorth. 

John Ellery, coroner for Shropshire, Telford & 
Wrekin, said he would write to Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil’s traffic safety manager at the conclusion of an 
inquest on the fatal accident on the A458. 

Mr Gardener, a 43-year old welder, who lived 
at Hawne Lane, crashed at the junction of the 


Stourbridge Road with Woodyard Lane on May 15. 
He died of multiple injuries, the inquest held at 
Shrewsbury was told last week. 

Mr Ellery heard from witnesses that the day 
had been clear and visibility good on the stretch 
of road. 

Dangerous 

Matthew Timmins, from Perton, near Wolver¬ 
hampton, had been behind the Rav 4 as it prepared 
to pull out of Woodyard Lane onto the A458. 

“I know how dangerous that junction is so I hung 
back,” said Mr Timmins. “Just as he was turning 
right, that was when the accident occurred. 


“I heard a huge noise and saw the bike hit the 
car and spin in a clockwise motion down the road. 
That junction is horrendous.” 

In summing up, Mr Ellery said: “This is a junc¬ 
tion that is a matter of concern. I will write to 
Brian Williams, traffic safety manager at Shrop¬ 
shire Council, about this. 

“The appropriate conclusion is one of a road 
traffic collision.” 

The driver of the car, John Launchbury, de¬ 
clined to give evidence at the inquest. 

Collision investigator, PC Chris Duffer, said that 
it was impossible to say how fast Mr Gardener 
been travelling prior to the accident. 


Every donation helps 
to make a difference 



The volunteer team: Jen Williams , Mike Crook, Niall Jackson and Kelvin Bates at the Black Country Food Bank 


“EVERY donation matters” 
- that’s the message from 
staff and volunteers busily 
working behind the scenes 
at the Black Country Food 
Bank. 

The charity’s warehouse in 
Brierley Hill is where every item 
donated is logged and stored 
before it is delivered to its 19 
distribution centres. People can 
visit these centres to exchange 
vouchers for three days of emer¬ 
gency food supplies. 

Around 40 volunteers work sort¬ 
ing donations and ensuring they are 
delivered to the different centres 
depending on demand. Every item 
is checked and the best before date 
written on it to ensure supplies are 
used in the right order. 

“The biggest crime we commit is 
to waste food so it’s important that 
we know when it has to be used by,” 
said volunteer Kelvin Bates. 

Any donation which must be used 
urgently is passed on to The Good 
Shepherd Ministry in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton which serves hot meals to those 
in need. 

Within the warehouse, items are 
stored by food type to make it easier 
for supplies to be gathered and for 
monitoring of stock. 

“It’s not as much as it looks. The 
cereals might just be enough for a 
few weeks and the whole lot would 
run out within a few months with¬ 
out further donations, said Mr Bates 
who has been volunteering for the 
charity for 11 years. 

“We are grateful for everything we 
receive, every donation matters and 
makes a difference,” 

Crisis 

Last year, the warehouse distrib¬ 
uted 36,000kg of food across the 
Black Country which had been do¬ 
nated from the community including 
70 churches and 50 schools. 

It’s not just food. The charity also 
hands out toiletries and cleaning 
supplies. 


The charity provides crisis provi¬ 
sion to an average of 1,400 people 
per month. Of those around 40 per 
cent are children 

The main issue people face is ben¬ 
efits being delayed or stopped, which 
leaves them turning to the food bank 
for help. It partners with around 250 
local agencies in an effort to ensure 
that food goes those in genuine need. 

Mr Bates, aged 68, from Brierley 
Hill, said the charity was well-sup- 
ported in the community. 

“This job restores your faith in 
humanity. It’s wonderful to see what 
people have given to help people they 
have never met and are never likely 
to. 


“We often hear about the bad 
things that are happening in the 
community - we don’t tend hear 
about all of the good things. This 
is the good that is happening every 
day,” he added. 

Jen Williams, aged 67, from King- 
swinford, has been volunteering 
for 12 months, having previously 
worked at Debenhams and as a hair¬ 
dresser. 

She said: “I was amazed at how 
much this food was needed. I had 
no idea how hard some people were 
finding it just to get enough to eat. 

“I love volunteering here because 
I know I’m doing my bit to help 
those less fortunate.” 


The Black Country Food Bank is 
one of the good causes which will 
benefit from the Express & Star’s 
Feed A Family This Christmas ap¬ 
peal. 

With the help of readers The 
Chronicle’s sister newspaper wants 
to provide families with Christmas 
treats they would otherwise not be 
able to afford as well, as supplying 
them with store-cupboard essentials 
to keep them going through the fes¬ 
tive season. 

As part of the Feed A Family cam¬ 
paign, the Express & Star will also 
be supporting food banks in Wolver¬ 
hampton, Smethwick, Walsall and 
Cannock. 


Etheridge is 
given top 
UKIP post 
by new boss 

EURO MP and Sedgley councillor Bill 
Etheridge was this week appointed to 
UKIP’s top team just hours after new 
leader Paul Nuttall replaced Nigel 
Far age. 

Mr Etheridge, an MEP and and Dud¬ 
ley Council member, is his party’s new 
defence spokesman. 

He said: “I am excited and it is a great 
honour. 

“It is an area where the party will 
make a big difference as it is our policy 
for a big increase in spending. I’m a big 
believer of the phrase ‘peace through 
strength’.” 

Mr Etheridge pulled out of the UKIP 
leadership contest to back Mr Nuttall, a 
personal friend. Merseysider Mr Nuttall 
won with more than 60 per cent of the 
vote from UKIP members. 

Mr Etheridge said the party will be 
targeting the Black Country and Labour 
voters. 

“Paul really sees the Black Country 
and the West Midlands as somewhere 
that has been let down by the traditional 
parties,” he said. 

“As a region it overwhelmingly backed 
the campaign to leave the EU. Those 
people are looking for a voice and UKIP 
will be that voice for them.” 

The election was the second in a few 
months, following previous victor Diane 
James’s decision to step down after just 
18 days in the job. 

Mr Nuttall took 62.6 per cent of the 
vote, beating former deputy chairwoman 
Suzanne Evans, and ex-soldier John Re- 
es-Evans. 

90-year-old dies 
In road accident 

A 90-YEAR-OLD man was knocked over 
and killed on the busy A449 near Wom- 
bourne, just yards from his home. Two 
men have been arrested in connection 
with the incident. 

Frederick Dudley, of Bearnett Drive, 
Upper Penn, was reportedly struck by 
a black VW Scirocco travelling towards 
Himley on the Stourbridge Road, near 
the Miller & Carter restaurant. 

A 27-year-old from Wolverhampton 
and a 25-year-old from Kingswinford 
have been arrested over offences con¬ 
nected with the incident and given bail. 

Eyewitness Paul Smith, of Lloyd 
Drive, comforted Mr Dudley as he lay 
dying in the road. He said the victim 
had just got off a bus. Witnesses should 
call Staffordshire Police on 101 quoting 
incident 570. 

Five Guys arrive at 
Merry Hill centre 

POPULAR burger chain Five Guys has 
opened at Merry Hill shopping centre, 
creating 35 jobs. It is the American res¬ 
taurant’s first outlet in the Black Coun¬ 
try, after arriving at Birmingham’s Bull- 
ring. Five Guys Burger and Fries first 
opened in the USA 30 years ago. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS-VINYLS 
- LAMINATES - 
STAIRLIFTS 




Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
1 Or anyone needing that extra help? 

1 Can't come to us - We’ll come to you 

| We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

E Guaranteed Fitting For Christmas 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen • Hasbury 

• Cradley • Hayley Green 

• Oldhill • Rowley Regis 

• Blackheath • Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sok, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Willi 

o„i 7 £85.00 (no VAT to pa]| 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to ] 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshi^Trusts 

Members of the Societ^tf^ill Writers 

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd 



Over the Christmas Holiday 

For emergency denture repairs over 
the Christmas Holiday period 
Call Oliver on: 

07701 067261 
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Landmark town centre building for sale 


Location of 
new leisure 
centres is 
key factor 

TWO new leisure centres will need to 
be within easy reach of everyone in 
Dudley borough, the council’s regen¬ 
eration boss says. 

Controversial plans to close the 
borough’s three existing centres and 
replace them with two new facilities 
were revealed last month. 

Dudley Council regeneration boss 
Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said that 
he expected one of the centres to be 
in Dudley, which meant it was impor¬ 
tant that the other, that is likely to be 
in the south of the borough, could be 
accessed easily. 

If that was the case, it would mean 
either Stourbridge or Halesowen 
would be left without a leisure centre. 

Hundreds have signed a petition 
calling for the plans to be scrapped. 

Mr Ahmed said: “If we go from 
three to two, which is likely, we have 
got to make sure there is connectivity 
and they are easily accessible. 

Struggle 

“It needs to be within 20 minutes 
commuting time. Anything beyond 
that and you struggle to get people to 
go.” 

In response to the council’s move, 
former councillor and cabinet mem¬ 
ber for environment and leisure, 
Tracy Wood, set up the The Save Our 
Leisure Centres campaign. So far 
1,400 people have backed it. 

“I’m going to continue building the 
campaign and putting pressure on the 
council to prevent the leisure centres 
from closing,” she added. 

Councillor Ahmed said no decision 
had been made yet and a full report 
would be going to the council’s next 
cabinet meeting. 

GP accused of sex 
attacks on patients 

A GP has been accused of sex at¬ 
tacks on three of his patients, police 
have revealed. 

Dr Jaswant Rathore has been 
charged with 10 counts of sexual as¬ 
sault and will appear before Walsall 
magistrates on December 23. 

West Midlands Police said last night 
charges against the 58-year-old, of 
Ploughmans Walk, Wall Heath, re¬ 
lated to alleged offences against three 
of his patients. 

Dr Rathore, who works at a surgery 
in the Dudley area, previously served 
as Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) clinical executive for fi¬ 
nance and business intelligence. 

Dr David Hegarty, chair of Dudley 
CCG, confirmed on Friday that Dr 
Rathore was no longer a board mem¬ 
ber at the CCG. He left the board on 
December 31, 2015. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said: “Specialist officers are support¬ 
ing the victims and we would urge 
anybody else with information to call 
101 or contact Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111.” 



Churchill House in Halesowen 


PROMINENT town centre premis¬ 
es could be set for major investment 
after being put on the market for 
around £800,000. 

Churchill House in Halesowen has 
a whole floor of vacant space which 
could prove attractive to investors. 

The building on Hagley Street cov¬ 
ers three floors, including a parade 
of three ground floor shop units, and 
four flats. 

The current businesses in the prem¬ 
ises are Bloore & King estate agents, 
Boots opticians and a shop and cafe 
run by sight loss charity Beacon. They 


have been told not to expect any im¬ 
pact on their businesses from the sale 
of the freehold. 

According the property listing on 
property auctioneers Allsop, the prop¬ 
erty currently generates £77,220 per 
year in rent. 

It will go up for sale in an auction 
being held by Allsop in London on 
Tuesday, December 6. 

The building is situated in a promi¬ 
nent pedestrianised town centre posi¬ 
tion in the heart of the shopping area. 

The building sits between the mul¬ 
ti-storey car park on Pool Road and 


the main entrance to The Cornbow 
Shopping Centre. 

In June it was decided by Dudley 
Council that planning permission 
wasn’t needed for a change of use of 
the second floor from office units to 
residential use. 

The property is lot 101 at the 
commercial auction being held from 
10am at The Berkeley, Wilton Place, 
Knightsbridge, London. For further 
information visit www.auction.co.uk/ 
commercial/home.asp or call 0207 543 
6876. 


Gunman gets 21 years 
for murder of teenager 


A MAN who shot dead a teenager 
as he sat in a parked car and his 
Black Country accomplice have 
been locked up. 

Disharn Downie, of Bartley Green, and 
Dean Silvera, of St Giles Close, Rowley 
Regis, are both behind bars following a 
trial over the murder of 18-year-old Ken- 
ichi Phillips. 

Downie was sentenced to a minimum of 21 
years at Birmingham Crown Court on Monday 
after he was found guilty of murder, as well as 
attempted murder and attempted grievous bod¬ 
ily harm in relation to the other two occupants 
of the car. The 18-year-old was sentenced for 
possession of firearms with intent to endanger 
life. He was also given five years for a separate 
charge of robbery that took place few weeks 
before the killing. 

Silvera, 37, was cleared of murder, attempted 
murder, attempting grievous bodily harm and 
two counts of possession of a gun, but was 
found guilty of assisting an offender. He was 
sentenced to seven and a half years in prison. 

Silvera was jailed after a jury found that he 
had driven one or more gunmen from the scene 
of the crime. 

On March 17 Downie was part of a group 
that opened fire on a Seat Ibiza on St Mark’s 
Crescent in Birmingham city centre. One of the 
bullets struck 18-year-old front seat passenger 
Mr Phillips in the jaw and neck. The other two 
occupants got out of the vehicle unharmed. 

Alleyway 

All three men ran from the car after but, due 
to the injuries he had sustained, Mr Phillips 
collapsed in an alleyway and died at the scene. 

Witnesses told of a car speeding away from 
the scene straight after the shooting. That ve¬ 
hicle was identified as a Mazda 2 following a 
CCTV trawl and enquiries led officers to Down- 
ie’s address in the Gravel Bank area. 

Judge Patrick Thomas QC told Downie: 
“Whether it was your bullet or that of the other 
man does not matter, the jury has found that 
the two of you were acting together, sharing 
an intent, and it’s clear that the intent was to 
kill.” 

Prosecutors had claimed the shooting had 
been part of drugs turf war. 

The judge told Downie that Mr Philips, who 
had been for a job interview earlier that day, 
was “a young man with his life before him” and 
had been “utterly defenceless”. 



One of the Dudley Council vans is pulled out of the canal 
Picture by Dean Cartwright 


Council 
vans are 
dumped 
in canal 


THIEVES stole vans used 
to help the elderly and disa¬ 
bled in Dudley and dumped 
them in a canal. 

The vans were stolen from 
the Dudley Council depot in 
Kingswinford on Novem¬ 
ber 11. They ended up in 
the canal near Cinder Bank 
roundabout. 

Rescue vehicles were 
called to the towpath to pull 
the council vans out of the 
canal. 

The vans will be useless 
after having been totally 
submerged with only a van 
roof to be seen poking out of 
the water before they were 
hauled back onto dry land. 

Senseless 

Councillor Qadar Zada, 
cabinet member for adult 
social care at the council, 
said: “This is a senseless 
and appalling crime, to steal 
two vans used for transport¬ 
ing equipment to the elderly 
and disabled. 

“I am disgusted that they 
have targeted the most vul¬ 
nerable in our community 
and we take this very seri¬ 
ously.” 

He added that the coun¬ 
cil’s service to the elderly 
and disabled would continue 
as normal. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Actor gives sneak 
peak of TV plan 

STARS of Peaky Blinders are due to 
return to Dudley in March when film¬ 
ing of the gangster drama resumes. 

Star of the hit TV series, actor Cil- 
lian Murphy, confirmed that work on 
series four starts in the spring, when 
he was interviewed at the premiere of 
new movie Free Fire. 

The story of Brummie gangsters 
is set between the wars and much of 
the filming takes place at the Black 
Country Living Museum, on Tipton 
Road. Peaky Blinders has become an 
international hit and inspired a fash¬ 
ion craze for 1920s haircuts and caps. 

New officers to 
fight cyber crime 

WEST Midlands Police will take on 
200 officers to specifically tackle cyber 
crime. 

The recruits will be in addition to 
800 new officers set to join the force 
by 2020. 

Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson has made tackling 
cyber crime one of his key priorities 
over the next four years as part of his 
police and crime plan. 

Mr Jamieson said cyber crime, such 
as fraud and terrorism, was one of the 
biggest challenges facing the force 
today. 

Veteran singer's 
town hall date 

VETERAN singer and actress Anita 
Harris is to appear in a music hall 
show in Dudley. 

The matinee performance of The 
Good Old Days of Variety is taking 
place in Dudley Town Hall on March 
14 at 2pm. 

The 74-year-old entertainer ap¬ 
peared in two Carry On movies, had 
hit records in the 1960s and was a 
star of the 1981 Royal Variety Perfor¬ 
mance. Tickets cost £12, call (01384) 
812812. 

Cars, HGV and tyres 
in scrap yard blaze 

FIREFIGHTERS tackled a scrap yard 
blaze in Lye which saw cars, an HGV 
and more than 30 tyres alight. 

The incident happened near to the 
Lye Valley Industrial Estate, in Brom¬ 
ley Street, on Friday evening. 

Two Crews from Brierley Hill and 
one from Haden Cross attended. 

A West Midlands Fire Service 
spokesman said: “Scrap metal, 30 
tyres, several cars and a HGV were 
alight. Luckily nobody was injured. 
We left at 8.34pm.” 

Winter sun warning 

A FIRE service spokesman has 
warned motorists about the risk of 
being dazzled by the low in the sky 
winter sun after an accident in King¬ 
swinford on Friday. 

A taxi crashed into the back of 
a lorry on Market Street just after 
11am. No one was injured. 



PEDfECT SniLf! 


A FANTASTIC WAY FOR EVERYONE WITH FULL OR PARTIAL 
DENTURES TO ACCESS A PERSONAL & UNIQUE SERVICE 

We specialise in bespoke dentures, all handcrafted for comfort and designed 
to give our patients a smile and appearance unique to them 

All work and consultations take place under one roof in the comfort of our 

professional clinic 

Call or come in today for more details 


Confidents Denture Clinic | 0121 4263500 

19 Albert Road, Harborne, B17 OAP 

J M Dental Care | 0121 354 5433 

3 While Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1ND 
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THE BEST OF Si 

PETERRHODES^^ 

HEINZ produced a TV advert showing how to play a 
tune using empty baked-bean tins. But after receiving just 
nine complaints about the alleged danger of kids cutting 
themselves on sharp edges, the Advertising Standards 
Authority has banned it. However, since the ban was 
announced, the ad, and variations of it, have gone viral 
with just three YouTube videos attracting between them 
more than two million viewers. So nine complainers and 
the ASA ban have given Heinz more publicity than it 
could have dreamed of. In this internet age, banz meanz 
viewerz. 


YET another bunch of parents and kids have been 
disappointed when a day trip to see Santa turned out to 
be a tent in a waterlogged field, this time in Derbyshire. 
But the giveaway, surely, was the name. By this time in 
human history, we should all be very wary of any attrac¬ 
tion involving the words winter, wonderland and grotto. 
Especially in November. 

ED Balls took lot of stick on 
Strictly Come Dancing before 
being voted off at the weekend. 
But of all the contestants, he 
was closest to the original idea 
of the show which was to take 
people from different walks 
of life, teach them to dance 
and see how good they could 
become. Instead, genuine 
clod-hoppers like Balls find themselves pitched against 
established showbiz stars who are used to performing 
song and dance routines, not to mention Olympic gym¬ 
nast Claudia Fragapane who enlivens her dances with 
effortless one-handed cartwheels, for goodness’ sake. 

By voting for Balls to stay for ten weeks, viewers defied 
the experts, refused to toe the line and made a sloping 
playing field just a bit more level. 



MYSTERIES of our time. A full refurbishment of Buck¬ 
ingham Palace will cost £370 million. A full refurbishment 
of the Palace of Westminster will cost more than 10 times 
as much, at £4,000m. Now, it may be that the Westmin¬ 
ster job really is 10 times bigger than the one at Buck 
House. Or could it be that politicians spend public money 
like water while Her Majesty is known to watch every 
penny? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Hospital considering 
alarms after fatal fall 


HOSPITAL bosses are looking at bed or 
chair alarms for some elderly patients after 
a 96-year-old woman died after falling from a 
bed in Russells Hall Hospital. 

Thelma McDermott also hit her head against a bin as she 
fell from a bed on which rails had been lowered. 

An inquest heard that Mrs McDermott suffered an acute 
subdural hematoma in an emergency care ward on August 
25, after being taken to the hospital for the second time 


in two days. The first was 
after falling in her room at 
Prestwood House Nursing 
Home, near Stourbridge, 
and the second after staff 
at the home became worried 
about her condition. 

After the fall in hospi¬ 
tal nurses rushed to Mrs 
McDermott’s aid. Doctors 
agreed her injuries were 
too severe for her to be 
saved. She was taken back 
to Prestwood House, where 
she died on August 29. 

Crash 

Cannock Coroner’s Court 
heard that Mrs McDermott 
had been on a bed with the 
rails down and at 4.36am a 
loud crash was heard. She 
was found on the floor with 
a laceration on her head. 
She was taken for a CT scan 
and found to have an acute 
subdural hematoma. 

It was suggested she may 
have been reaching for pull- 
cord to get a nurse’s atten¬ 
tion when the fall happened. 

Nurse Martin Gallagher 
said that Mrs McDermott 
had been given anti-slip 
socks and the rails had 
been lowered on her bed 


By Nick Humphreys 

for safety reasons. He said: 
“The rails are not on the bed 
to restrain patients, they are 
there to stop patients rolling 
over the side and falling out 
in their sleep. There was no 
explanation as to why she 
had fallen. She was in a con¬ 
fused state.” 

Jane Pugh, lead nurse for 
the emergency care depart¬ 
ment, said: “The hospital 
is currently investigating 
whether more formal risk 
assessments should be made 
and whether bed or chair 
alarms should be installed.” 

Senior Coroner for South 
Staffordshire, Andrew 
Haigh, said that Mrs Mc¬ 
Dermott was generally in 
good health but did suffer 
from dementia. 

“The fall and the head in¬ 
jury is a significant factor,” 
he said. “I don’t order the 
hospital to carry out a fur¬ 
ther report as I have already 
heard that staff are looking 
at different options.” 

He delivered a narrative 
conclusion, saying Mrs Mc¬ 
Dermott was unwell and 
had a fall. 


Soap star and Santa drop in 



Father Christmas has a grotto at the Ryemarket centre 


STOURBRIDGE and Brier- 
ley Hill get lit up for Christ¬ 
mas on Saturday. 

There will be festive 
family fun in Stourbridge 
town centre from 10am 
until 5pm including fun¬ 
fair rides on Market Street 
and live entertainment in 
Crown Square and Fountain 
Square. 

Father Christmas will be 
in his grotto in the Ryemar¬ 
ket shopping centre from 
11am to 4pm, and there will 
be stalls on High Street and 
Coventry Street. 

Coronation Street star 
Jack P Shepherd, who plays 
the troubled David Platt in 
the top soap, will switch on 
the lights at 5pm in Crown 
Square. 

Grotto 

Santa will be staying 
in Stourbridge with his 
grotto open every Saturday 
until Christmas Eve at the 
Ryemarket. 

Ryemarket centre man¬ 
ager Kelley Dyas said: 
“Christmas is here and we 
want to ensure we offer 
families a destination that 
embraces the magic.” 

Brierley Hill will be cel¬ 
ebrating from 11am with 
a Teenage Market in the 
Moor Centre and the lights 
switched on at 6pm. 


College is 
under fire 
after low 
ranking 

SANDWELL College has 
been criticised after it was 
ranked among the bottom 
fifth of colleges in the coun¬ 
try, according to a new re¬ 
port. 

A survey of bosses finds 
the college ranked among 
the worst in the country in 
terms of employer satisfac¬ 
tion. 

The West Brom¬ 
wich-based campus scored 
zero out of four in terms of 
how it was viewed by com¬ 
panies - in stark contrast 
to colleges in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Dudley, which both 
scored high marks putting 
them in the top third. 

Sandwell College was 
ranked in the bottom 40 col¬ 
leges overall, according to 
the league table which also 
judged sites on the satisfac¬ 
tion of students, success of 
apprenticeships and how 
many students found jobs. 

The data was revealed by 
further education website 
FE Week. Sandwell College 
scored a meagre employer 
satisfaction rate of 54 out of 
100. This compared to Dud¬ 
ley College, which scored 91. 

Sandwell College spokes¬ 
woman Helen Dalloway 
said: “These ratings are 
entirely arbitrary, based on 
incomplete data. Our most 
recent Ofsted report, which 
graded the college as good, 
states: ‘Apprenticeship pro¬ 
vision meets much-needed 
demands from employers’. 
Apprenticeship success 
rates have improved year on 
year and were five per cent 
above the national average.” 
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14 Days LET 

GUARANTEE 

or Pay No Set Up Fees 
Sell Your Property 
from £775 


I SALES | LETTINGS | MORTGAGES | INSURANCES 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
wm Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 
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Unpaid holiday 
proposal to 
'protect* jobs 

STAFF at Dudley Council could be 
forced to take five days unpaid holi¬ 
day each year as part of the author¬ 
ity’s plans to make £1.5 million sav¬ 
ings. 

The proposal could be part of the 
cash-strapped Labour council’s three- 
year medium term saving-plan, which 
seeks to save money following Gov¬ 
ernment funding cuts. 

Opposition leaders have aired 
doubts regarding the proposal. They 
believe the measure should be op¬ 
tional because it could hit staff on 
lower wages the hardest. 

Conservative member Councillor 
Les Jones, Chairman of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s Corporate Scrutiny Committee, 
said: “There are a number of options 
available to the council including this 
measure. It is just a proposal and it 
will be subject to negotiations, such as 
with trade unions. 

“The current proposal from the 
council is that this would be compul¬ 
sory, but some people will not be able 
to afford it. ” 

Councillor Jones said that he would 
agree to the cost-saving measure if it 
was made optional. 

Council leader Councillor Pete 
Lowe said: “Staff have gone above and 
beyond through some very difficult 
times in recent years, but these pro¬ 
posals are very much about protecting 
jobs and essential front line services.” 

Goats are settling 
in at campus home 

THREE Pygmy goats have been set¬ 
tling into their new homes at Hale¬ 
sowen College. 

Loki, Thor and Odin are have been 
getting used to their new surround¬ 
ings. 

A courtyard area has been devel¬ 
oped for students to expand their ani¬ 
mal husbandry skills. 


Reduction in council tax 
relief is set to hit poorest 


City’s bull statue gets festive makeover 



Festive new look for the iconic Bullring Bull as the shopping centre gears up for Christmas 


CHRISTMAS has arrived in Birming- landmark adorned like a pudding with The Bullring’s Maggie Foggett said: 
ham as city icon the Bull at the en- a sprig of giant-sized holly. “The Bull’s festive costumes have 

trace to the Bullring shopping centre The light-up Christmas pudding suit proved a big hit and we’ve no doubt 
has been give a festive outfit - and this was designed by the Bull’s official cos- that this year’s Christmas pudding 
year he’s channelling his inner Christ- tume designer, Kate Unwin. She has outfit will be just as popular. The Bull 
mas pudding. been responsible for many of his fes- is one of the city’s busiest selfie spots 

Throughout December the many tive looks including the Gingerbread so we’re asking customers to share 
thousands of visitors to the city cen- Bull in 2014 and his Elf-inspired outfit their pictures with us on social media 
tre will be able to stop by and see the last Christmas. using #ChristmasBull.” 


THE poorest families in Dudley borough are facing a rise in 
their council tax. 

Dudley Council is set to make changes to its reduction scheme, which 
aims to support low-income families by giving them council tax relief. 

Currently, those eligible for the reduction pay 20 per cent of the council tax 
bill. The amount they will have to pay is now set to rise by two per cent, despite 
two-thirds of people who took part in the consultation stating they were against 
the move. The change could save the 
council more than £150,000. 

Currently those eligible in an av¬ 
erage Band D property pay £267.56 
annually towards the full charge of 
£1,337.8. Next year’s council tax has 
yet to be set but, if it remains the 
same, the amount to pay will rise to 
£294.32. 

A decision is set to be made at a full 
council meeting on Monday but a re¬ 
port states the two per cent increase 
as the favoured option. Other options 
include keeping the scheme as it is, or 
a five per cent rise. 

Finance 

Council finance boss Councillor 
David Sparks said chiefs had done 
‘all we could’ to protect low-income 
households but the authority needed 
to cut costs as a result of Government 
funding cuts. 

The council currently grants around 
£19 million in council tax reduction, 
while collecting around £120m from 
the rest of the borough. 

A consultation found that the ma¬ 
jority of people preferred to keep the 
scheme as it is. A total of 113 of 280 
people said they ‘strongly disagreed’ 
with the other proposals. 

Conservative councillor Steve Clark, 
shadow for finance, said: “It is going 
to affect the most vulnerable people in 
Dudley.” 


Arrest made 
after man is 
found injured 

A MAN was found injured after an 
alleged attack which forced a Rowley 
Regis road to be closed. 

The man, aged in his 30s, was 
discovered with injuries to his face 
following reports of an assault on 
Monday afternoon. 

He was taken to hospital where his 
condition was described as stable yes¬ 
terday (Wednesday). 

A 32-year-old man was arrested on 
suspicion of assault and was in cus¬ 
tody yesterday. 

Police were called to the scene of 
the incident at Ross, near Britannia 
Park, at around 2.30pm. 

Part of the road was sealed off near 
Churchill Drive while police began 
their investigations. They were mak¬ 
ing door-to-door inquiries. 

Anyone with information should 
call Detective Sergeant Leighton 
Shingles at Force CID on 101. 
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Replace the existing roof on 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the . 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON DECEMBER INSTALLATIONS 

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, HaSen B62 9LS | saTrd^yfsamto 4pm Sunday Closed 
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Stella’s not 
on the ball 
with latest 
assertions 


I’VE always had a lot of time for Stella 
Creasy, the West-Midland born MP for 
Walthamstow once seen as a rising star 
of the Labour Party. 

This is partly because I remember her 
as a young parliamentary assistant to 
then Dudley North MP Ross Cranston af¬ 
ter finishing university in the 1990s. But 
more to the point, unlike some of her per¬ 
petually disgruntled colleagues, she has 
come up with some original ideas and 
thought-provoking campaigns. Her work 
exposing the extortionate interest rates of 
payday lenders is a case in point. 

But her latest assertion, that the con¬ 
sistent underperformance of the England 
football team is down to the fact that not 
enough players went to comprehensive 
schools, is way off beam. 

Miss Creasy says 13 per cent of players 
picked for England are privately educated 
- twice the national average - meaning 
that the talent pool is too narrow. 

But, 13 per cent actually amounts to 
two players, Theo Walcott and Alex Ox- 
lade-Chamberlain. 

But if Stella did a bit of digging, she 
would find that over the years a dispro¬ 
portionate number of England footballers 
actually went to a single comprehensive 
school - Idsall School in Shifnal, which 
is close to where the FA academy at Lil- 
leshall is based. 

I know everyone loves a bit of diversi¬ 
ty these days but I don’t think the failure 
of the England team is down to Wayne 
Rooney and Raheem Stirling being too 
posh. You could blame the money-ob¬ 
sessed Premier League and its demands 
for instant success, meaning clubs would 
rather buy ready-made overseas play¬ 
ers than nurture their own talent. Or you 
could blame successive governments, in¬ 
cluding those of Miss Creasy’s party, for 
selling off school playing fields. But really, 
I think it’s down to the fact that our foot¬ 
ballers are not very good. 

■ ■ ■ 

NOW I doubt if there has ever been 
much honour among thieves. People 
who say such things tend to be the sort 
of dewy eyed, rose-tinted sentimentalists 
who recall how the Krays had nice table 
manners. 

But there are some crimes taking place 
today which truly defy belief, that one 
could not possibly imagine even a couple 
of decades ago. 

Take last week’s break-in at the Mary 
Stevens Hospice shop in Wordsley. 

Thieves stole 50 bags of items donat¬ 
ed to make hampers which would raise 
money for those with incurable illnesses. 

What sort of person steals from the ter¬ 
minally ill? While we don’t know the mo¬ 
tives in this case, all too often it turns out 
that drugs are involved somewhere. 

What I do know is that the maximum 
sentence for a non-dwelling burglary is 
10 years. Maybe it should be used more 
often. 
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Patsy Kensit, who opened proceedings in 2000 Charlotte Church, seen performing in 2005 Actor Vinnie Jones kicked things off in 1999 Gok Wan and Arlene Phillips at 2010’s event 

Brum is wear it’s at as 
Clothes Show bows out 


Ifcr A 



Alexandra Burke on stage at the NEC in 2011 All rise - boyband Blue during their appearance, from left, Duncan, Anthony, Simon and Lee Katie Price at the ‘designer beach’ in 2009 


FROM football hardman Vinny 
Jones to Welsh singer Charlotte 
Church and soap star Patsy Ken¬ 
sit, the Clothes Show doors have 
opened to a cornucopia of stars in 
Brum over the years. 

Other notables include Dawn French, 
socialite Tara Palmer-Tomkinson and 
singer Alexandra Burke who have all 
graced the event since it debuted in 1989. 

This year the show stages its last event since 
moving to the city in 1990, before relocating 
to Liverpool next year. It takes place from to¬ 
morrow, Friday to Tuesday. Caryn Franklin 
MBE ran The Clothes Show for 12 years from 
1986 to 1998. 


As final preparations are made 
for the NEC’s last Clothes 
Show Live, ALEX ROSS looks 
back at its colourful history 

She said: “When I began presenting the 
BBC’s Clothes Show as Fashion Editor of i-D 
Magazine back in 1986,1 had no idea it would 
have such a far reaching effect and long-term 
impact on public perception of the fashion in¬ 
dustry. 

“Our approach to showcasing high-end 
designer fashion alongside artisan and high 
street product together with personal and 
homemade creativity to celebrate all body 


types, ages and tastes caught the imagination 
of the nation and beyond.” Among the now-fa¬ 
mous models who were first found at the show 
were Brownhills-based model Erin O’Connor, 
Oliver Cheshire, Sami Rollinson and Rosie 
Tapner. 

TV personalities were also unearthed - from 
Cat Deeley to Holly Willoughby and Vernon 
Kay. Presenters have also included Dermot 
O’Leary, Louise Redknapp, Gok Wan and 
Fearne Cotton. Music acts, dancers and mod¬ 
els have also taken to the stage to entertain 
the crowds. They include Boyzone, JLS, Char¬ 
lotte Church and Alexandra Burke. 

This year the event is recognising and cele¬ 
brating the talent of young people within the 
music industry. 

It is carrying out a search to find a male and 


female artiste who will become the headline 
acts in the iconic Alcatel Fashion Theatre, in 
association with Capital FM. 

At its launch in October, 1986 on the BBC, 
The Clothes Show was designed to bring high 
fashion to the general public, tackling issues 
such as sweatshops and eating disorders. 

Viewing figures rose throughout the 1980s 
and 1990s, peaking to nine million on the Sun¬ 
day night. 

The live show has seen more than 100,000 
visitors every December. 

It has become an important day in the cal¬ 
endar to mark fashion history and heritage. 

But it has not been without its problems 
over the years. In 1991 many people were ac¬ 
tually snowed in because of the bad weather 
and had to stay at the NEC overnight. 


Midland UFVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

DECEMBER SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

purposes on y (&c , s geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 



■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

i All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

1 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


FANTASTIC 
NEWUPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


SPECIAL B ^ D 
OFFER 
PVC 
DOOR 
from 
£385 
fitted 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 



from Concept Blinds 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



H 
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3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

fmm £4500 | 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

(cfaa (HnUO 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 





















































Roseville calling... remember us? 


I’M not sure if anyone knows the little vil¬ 
lage of Roseville, Coseley. That is of course 
anyone except the railway users at Coseley 
station, for two years now I along with oth¬ 
er business owners have been constantly 
badgering Dudley Council regarding the 
parking issue, now I’m wondering if they 
realise we even exist! 

Our car parks are blocked from 7am until 
7pm. Every time you ring you’re told, yes 
we’re aware of the problem and it’s being 
monitored. 

We now have to park outside the village 


and walk in, as do our customers. God for¬ 
bid you ever park on the library and are left 
with a note reading: ‘if you’re not using the 
library don’t use the car park’. 

Now it’s beginning to affect our trade as 
people will just drive off. I telephoned one 
councillor only to be told there is no prob¬ 
lem in Coseley. 

Come on Dudley MBC why not try and 
make our wish come true...all we want for 
Christmas is some consideration. 

MR D BUNCE 

Equal Partners Hair Studio, Coseley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Ditch the tired old 
rhetoric councillor 


Failings on 

dementia 

homecare 

IT was shocking and sham¬ 
ing to hear the news last 
week that so many people 
with dementia are not being 
treated with the dignity and 
respect they deserve when 
being cared for at home. 

It beggars belief that 
homecare for dementia is 
not being taken seriously, 
with one in three homecare 
workers receiving no de¬ 
mentia training at all. This 
must change. 

It is the difference be¬ 
tween seeing a well-trained 
homecare worker making a 
confused person relaxed and 
happy, and someone with¬ 
out that competence making 
life intolerable for everyone 
involved. 

As an Alzheimer’s Society 
supporter and the former 
Dignity Ambassador for the 
Government, I urge your 
readers to sign the Alzheim¬ 
er’s Society petition and call 
on the Government to fix a 
broken homecare system: 
www.alzheimers.org.uk/fix 
dementiacare. 

SIR MICHAEL 

PARKINSON 

c/o Alzheimer’s Society 

Tipton 


COUNCILLOR Khurshid 
Ahmed states that Dudley 
Council have come up with 
‘exciting proposals’. The 
proposals are simply to close 
three good leisure centres 
and build two. 

Now what would be even 
more exciting and thrilling 
would be if the three were 
invested in properly and two 
new leisure centres were 
built to replace the ones al¬ 
ready shut down in Brierley 
Hill and Coseley. 

Instead we hear the same 
old tired rhetoric. They al¬ 
ways tell us that the build¬ 
ings are falling to bits. 
Here in Halesowen we are 
used to all that, because it 
was all said before. There 
was a change in political 
power and - Hey Presto! 
Halesowen Leisure Centre 


stayed open and they shut 
down Brierley Hill instead. 

Of course, the real cul¬ 
prits are the Tories who are 
cutting and cutting services. 
They circle like vultures and 
can’t wait to privatise the 
NHS. 

In this area their cuts 
have closed the fire station, 
the ambulance station, the 
law courts and the social 
services office. 

It is time that the La¬ 
bour Council said enough 
is enough, but instead they 
make foolish statements 
about ‘exciting proposals’ 
as though we might actually 
believe such nonsense! 

Keep all leisure centres 
open by investing in them. 

C STOLL 

Halesowen 


The King is a 
true megastar 

REGARDING the King, 
Elvis Presley. I think it’s 
so brilliant to see the two 
albums of the King with 
the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra (If I Can Dream, 
The Wonder Of You) go to 
number one in the album 
charts - almost 40 years af¬ 
ter his passing. 

That makes it a record 13 
number one albums, which 
sits proudly alongside his 21 
number one singles, also a 
record. 

A true megastar - a word 
loosely used for a lot of stars 
today. 

Elvis Presley always 
wanted to sing with an or¬ 
chestra, I hope we get more 
of these recordings. 

He also sold more re¬ 
cords than any other artist 
and spent more time in the 
charts than any other artist. 

His music will never fade, 
a true great artist, no one 
else comes near. 

MEL HARPER 
Coseley 

Hippodrome 
is an ‘eyesore’ 

HAVING read the article in 
Dudley Chronicle regarding 
the Hippodrome, I have a 
couple of questions to ask. 

Who is going to fund this 
crazy scheme? Five million 
pounds is not easily raised. I 
only hope the tax payers are 
not funding it! 

If these people are given 
the keys for five years that 
means the eyesore remains 
for six years at least. 

I really cannot imagine 
that these people will be 
able to get the venue up and 
running but they should 
consider tidying up the 
frontage first. 

J ABBISS 
Dudley 
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Larger Trees 
Available 
up to 35ft 

Pot Grown 
Fraser Fir and 
Potted Norway 
Spruce 

Holly 

Wreaths and 
Poinsettias 
in stock 


Suppliers to 
schools and 

BlSElcil TCT SSrcBige offices, please 
* 1 * 1 ‘ ■ 1 1 * enquire for a 

fast delivery 


Green Leevs Garden Centre 

52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis B65 OHF 
OPPOSITE SAINSBURY BLACKHEATH 

Open 7 days a week in December 

Tel: 0121 561 1011 


0 
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<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




What our customers say... 

‘‘Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms C Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 

HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 



The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

, THE GUILD 11 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, December 1,2016 
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Fury at 'nonsense' figures 
for unhealthy Black Country 


DUDLEY is the unhealthiest place in the UK followed by Wal¬ 
sall in second and Wolverhampton in sixth, according to fig¬ 
ures from... a gambling company. 

Dudley Council bosses have hit back, saying the figures are ‘nonsense’. Wal¬ 
sall Council has reported Sports Betting Online, which compiled the figures, to 
the national health watchdog. The figures show the number of gyms, McDon¬ 
ald’s restaurants, swimming pools, sports clubs, sporting events, public parks 

and cycle routes per 100,000 people. 


Parents protest in support of warden 



Parents and children join lollipop lady Gail Maiden at the protest calling for crossing wardens to be retained 


Fire destroys 
old medical 
record archive 

HUNDREDS of patients’ medical re¬ 
cords have been destroyed following 
an arson attack at an archives site. 

Paper data from Feldon Lane sur¬ 
gery in Halesowen was destroyed in a 
fire that saw four industrial units in 
Wolverhampton gutted on October 20. 

In a letter sent to patients, it was 
stated that records were transferred 
to the site on Clearwater Industrial 
Estate, Ettingshall Road, in 2015. 

The ‘unprecedented event’ is being 
investigated by Dudley Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Group, Clinical Govern¬ 
ance and West Midlands Fire Service. 

Caroline Brunt, chief nurse at Dud¬ 
ley CCG, said: “The loss of Feldon 
Lane Practice patient records in the 
recent fire has been reported as a 
serious incident and managed appro¬ 
priately by the surgery staff. The pro¬ 
tection of a patient’s record is taken 
very seriously, however, we recognise 
that unpredictable events happen. 
Any losses of records are investigated 
to learn lessons.” 


Dudley was found to have the worst 
gym to population ratio with just three 
per 100,000. Walsall topped the statis¬ 
tics for the ratio of McDonald’s outlets 
to people, with 14 per 100,000. Local 
authorities have rubbished the statis¬ 
tics, which they say has been compiled 
with ‘little knowledge’ of the region. 

Dudley has at least 20 gyms with 
a population of around 300,000. This 
means its ratio of gym to people should 
be around six to 100,000, not the three 
to 100,000 suggested by the figures. 
Dudley has six McDonald’s restau¬ 
rants. This means the ratio would be 
around three to 100,000, not the ten to 
100,000 suggested by the figures. 

Unhelpful 

Health boss Councillor Rachel Har¬ 
ris said: “Surveys such as this are 
unhelpful and confusing for people as 
they are often based on little knowl¬ 
edge of an area. In Dudley we have 
a very active programme of work to 
promote healthy lifestyles and tackle 
obesity. There are eight free outdoor 
gyms to use in our parks which accom¬ 
pany a packed programme of physical 
activity and healthy cooking sessions. 

“Add to that our successful walking 
for health, the daily mile in schools, 
disability sports provision, exercise re¬ 
ferral, Dudley food for health and the 
Dudley rowing programmes, it is clear 
to see we are working very hard to en¬ 
courage fit and healthy lifestyles.” 


ANGRY parents have stepped up their 
opposition to Dudley Council’s plans 
to scrap school crossing patrols. 

Around 30 parents protested outside 
Quarry Bank Primary School against 
the funding withdrawal for lollipop 
wardens in the borough. 

Placards were held by concerned 
mums and dads, reading ‘child safety 
not council cuts’. 

Jennifer Walker, whose six-old-year 
old daughter attends the school, or¬ 
ganised the campaign. 


She said: “We are aware that Quarry 
Bank is one of the busiest roads in the 
borough and we were extremely upset 
that the council even thought of cut¬ 
ting it as it serves the school directly. 

“Gail, who has been our lollipop lady 
for more than 15 years, is a staple in 
the school - she is absolutely golden 
and is there rain or shine. 

“We are a thoroughfare for all 
nearby places in the Black Country 
and traffic can be very heavy. 

“All parents are really concerned 


about this, crossing patrols should be 
sacrosanct.” 

Dudley Council currently funds the 
school crossing service but say the 
continuing reductions in funding from 
central government has prompted a 
review of the service in an effort to 
save £395,000. 

The local authority is not legally re¬ 
quired to fund the service and is sug¬ 
gesting alternatives, including schools 
funding the patrols themselves. 


Body cams for 
999 medics 
on agenda 

AMBULANCE chiefs are considering 
whether to provide staff with body 
cameras after the number of attacks 
on paramedics in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire surged in the past 
six months. 

A report by the West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service revealed there were 
57 assaults on staff in the Black Coun¬ 
try and 35 in Staffordshire in the six 
months from April to September. 

This compared to 89 in the Black 
Country and 29 in Staffordshire 
across the whole of the previous year. 

In 2014/15, there were 70 assaults 
in the Black Country and 29 in Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

It shows the number of attacks for 
the six-month period have risen to al¬ 
most the level which had previously 
been seen in a whole year. 

The figures also showed the attack¬ 
ers made no distinction between male 
and female medics. In fact, in the 
Black Country more female staff were 
attacked than their male colleagues 
during the six-month period. 

A total of 29 women were assaulted, 
one more than the number of men. 

In October, an ambulance on a 999 
call was targeted by yobs who hurled 
food at the windscreen from a West 
Bromwich bridge. Two paramedics 
were allegedly threatened inside an 
ambulance in July as they responded 
to a call in Portobello, Willenhall. 

Man appears in court 
after car crash tragedy 

A 24-year-old man has appeared in 
court over the death of a teenage girl 
who was killed in a crash in Dudley. 

Georgia Ann Evans, 18, from Him- 
ley, died in the crash involving her 
Ford Fiesta and an Audi on Priory 
Road. Kuba Oles, of Beaconview Road, 
West Bromwich, is charged with caus¬ 
ing death by dangerous driving. He 
appeared at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on Monday, but did not enter a 
plea. He appears again on January 9. 



Extra reductions on the autumn offers for the last 3 days ends Monday 


Massive savings on stock items Guaranteed Christmas delivery 




miwfwnoTw 


Free to use customer car park at rear of store DY51RG 
Proud supporters of the Mary Stevens Hospice 16 W 


Opening times 
Monday-Saturday 
9am-5.30pm 
Sunday 
llam-4.30pm 


W P CELEBRATING 

V 40 

_ f I YEARS 

Dreamland 

Mill St, Brierley Hill DY5 2RG 01384 74166 
www.dreamlandbedding.co.uk 



IDEAL HOME 
SHOW 

at Olympia, London 



Departing Saturday 1 April 2017 


Quote Code: YHC326 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Ideal Home Show on Sunday, with 
coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 
only £l29- 95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


FLORIMANIA 


at Hampton Court 
& Windsor 



Departing Saturday 25 March 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to Florimania and Hampton Court Palace 
and grounds 


2 days, by coach 

only £139- 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01524 37500 


f ■ 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols 


V* 

OmegaHols 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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From heartbreak to 
fundraising to help Daisy 



A FAMILY in Dudley have 
turned their heartbreak into 
a fundraising campaign af¬ 
ter being told their newborn 
daughter has cystic fibrosis. 

Mother-of-two Samantha Car¬ 
rier struggled to cope after being 
told the news about newborn Dai¬ 
sy, which was detected from a heel 
prick test five days after being 
born. 

Samantha and her partner Rob 
Evans, from Gornal, raised £676 
within seven days of the diagnosis. 

Samantha said: “We had a knock on 
the door from a nurse from Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital telling us she 
had tested positive. 

“We went straight to the hospital 
the next day to get the medication and 
get the process started and it was that 
day we decided we wanted to fund¬ 
raise and put our minds to something 
else to raise awareness. 

Shouting 

“I couldn’t really cope with it at first 
so I started a JustGiving page with an 
aim over £1,000 over 12 months but 
we’ve raised over half within a week. 

“On the first day it got up to £500 
which I couldn’t believe because I was 
running around shouting when we 
only had £100. 

“Ian Austin MP has also offered to 
help in any way he can.” 

Cystic fibrosis is a genetic condition 
in which the lungs and digestive sys¬ 
tem can become clogged with mucus - 
causing problems with breathing and 
digestion from a young age. 

Over many years, the lungs become 
increasingly damaged and may eventu¬ 
ally stop working properly. 

A number of treatments are availa¬ 
ble to help reduce the problems caused 
by the condition, but unfortunately 
average life expectancy is reduced for 
people who have it. 


“The hospital have been really pos¬ 
itive but they said a treatment for the 
condition is being blocked by the gov¬ 
ernment because it’s so expensive,” 
says Samantha. 

“The aim of it all is to make people 
aware of cystic fibrosis and try and 
help push for that necessary treat¬ 
ment. 

“We want to raise money for the 
trust because they’re amazing, they 
support families and research and 
fund new treatment.” 


Samantha’s daughter Grace, two, 
also tries to lend Sam a hand when 
she can. 

“Grace helps as much as she can 
with things like banging on Daisy’s 
chest and sides to move any mucus,” 
she added. 

Visit justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
Fordaisyevans and supporters can also 
follow Daisy’s story at www.facebook. 
com/fordaisyevans/ 



For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 
Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


• Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating 
systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder 
alarms 


• * k Stuart, Lisa and the y 

t ffS Team at Starkey 

Electrical would M 
like to wish our 
customers a Very 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year •§ 

Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician Follow us on 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Halesowen based Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 
email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 423 3883 Office / 07967 650567 



4 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


On everything in store. + See in store for details 




! CARPET ^ 
YOUR WHOLE 
HOUSE 

FOR THE EQUIVALENT OF 


^seve pef 

FITTED 

I free* 

CHRISTMAS 




Mattress 


T>0ft'4- Mis 
■fK^sc/■pom 
ortlij 


MEGA 


AitlsT 

THIS WEEKEND 


Superior Collection 


limited 




WOW LOW PRICES 

SUPA average 
VALUE R< 4X3rn >F 


PLUS GREAT RANGE OF 
VINYL from £7.16m 2 - LAMINATE from £7.99m 2 


UniIed 

CAR PETS 

& BEDS 


132 Wellington Rd, 
Dudley, West Mids, 

DY1 1UB 

Telephone 01384 259966 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

ttNot payable weekly. Interest free credit available up to 4 years, payable monthly. Based on £2,000 total spend with a minimum 10% deposit, then 48 monthly payments of £37.50, 
Equivalentto£8.66 Per week. Productssubjecttoavailability. *Freefitting applies when you buytheequivalent size of ourAirsteporTreadmore underlay. Stairsurchargeapplies. Free fitting 
offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Free fitting in time for Chrismas with all orders placed before the 22nd December. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos 
mayvaryslightlyduetoprintquality. UnitedCarpetsacceptnoresponsibilityforprintingerrors. tUnited CarpetsWoodfloorandBedsactsasacreditbrokerand onlyofferscreditproductsfor 
SecureTrust Bank PLC trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined byUnited Carpets Woodfloorand Beds. Minimum order applies. 


* 
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2nd December 
2016 


CASH 


CARRY 


Whole 

Fresh salmon 
cuts beef 
£3.40lb 

Take 2 = £2,991b 
only while stocks 
last 51b-71b 

Whole 

Fresh 

Ribeyes 

Was £6.991b 

Now 
£5.991b 

Whole 
Fresh Beef 
Fillets 

£7.95 

Take 2 £6.95 

Whole Fresh 
Black Angus 
Scotch 
Bonless 
Rumps 

£4.99lb 

51b Fresh 
English 
Middle Loin 
Lamb 
Chops 
£3.99lb 

Whole 
Fresh 
Spring 
Lamb Legs 

£2.99lb 

Whole 

Belly 

Porks 

£1.79lb 

Whole 
Boneless 
Danish Crown 
Gammons 

M/nn on noth 

Whole 

Boneless Pork 
Loins 

R/on or R/off 

Now 

£1.99lb 

Whole 
Boneless 
Black Angus 
Beef Roasts 
Grain Fed 
£2.99lb 
Approx 12 to 141b 

111b Fresh 
Chicken Fillets 
(Additive Free) 

£22 per Tray 
Take 2 

£20.00 per tray 

Fresh 
English 
Spring 
Lamb Leg 
Chops 
£3.99lb 

2 Fresh 
Spring 
Lamb 
Shanks 

£5.98 
for 2 

Fresh 
English 
Boneless 
Spring 
Lamb Legs 
£3.99lb 

wraS LZ. *-0ID 

Now 
£1.891b 



CHRISTMAS HAMPER 


Boneless Fresh Turkey 
Crown 9-1 Olb 
21b Scotch Rump Steak 
10 Pigs in Blankets 
31b Pork Joint 
31b Black Angus Beef Joint 11b Pork Pie 


21b Gammon Joint 
21b Short Back Bacon 
21b Homemade Pork 
Sausages (75%) 

11b Sausage Meat (70%) 


FREE BOTTLE OF 
WINE OR CAVA 
WITH EVERY 
CHRISTMAS 
HAMPER 






% 


ONLY 10 WEEKS UNTIL CHRISTMAS 


FRESH TURKEY CROWNS WRAPPED IN BACON 
WITH ROAST BAG AND COOKING TIMES 


C2.99LB 


WWW.HAWTHORNEWALKER.CO.UKl EMAIL: HAWTHORNEANDWALKER@GMAIL.COM 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

TRADE 172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK ALL 

we Q lcome S FREE home delivery ON ORDERS OVER £50 SS 


Most Credit Cards taken 


• r 


.t Visa, Mastercard, etc 


Museum's bid to raise 

£10,000 in just 72 hours 



Black Country Living Museum unveils £205,000 plans for the coal mine area 


THE Black Country Living 
Museum is launching a bid to 
raise £10,000 in 72 hours to 
bring its colliery back to life. 

The popular open air museum is 
calling on the public to help reach 
the total. 

Bosses have also teamed up with 
TheBigGive.org.uk which will match 
every donation pound for pound. 

Revealing their plans a spokesman 
for the museum on Tipton Road said: 
“Coal mines and collieries were the 
heart and soul of the region. They 
fuelled the industrial development of 
the Black Country and helping to cre¬ 
ate the world we live in today. 

“We want our visitors to be able to 
experience this story for themselves 
and to do this we’re going to revitalise 
our Racecourse Colliery.” 

In order to complete the work the 
museum staff need to raise £205,000. 

So far £80,000 has been collected 
with donations from sources such as 
Arts Council England and the Owen 
Family Trust. 

Challenge 

The museum has already raised 
£80,000 from sources, including Arts 
Council England and the Owen Fam¬ 
ily Trust, but in order to complete the 
work are looking to raise £205,000 in 
total. 

Between Tuesday this week and 
tomorrow (Friday) the museum is 
taking part in The Big Give’s #Christ- 
masChallenge with the aim of raising 
£10,000 in 72 hours. 

Once all the money is secured and 
the project is finished visitors will be 
able to see Charlie, the museum’s pit 
pony, pull a tub along the restored 
tramway. Museum chiefs fear the tub 
tramway could be lost forever unless 
investment is made. 

The museum also plans to install a 


pit cage to show how miners were low¬ 
ered into the shaft, with demonstra¬ 
tions at a new blacksmith’s forge. 

Museum bosses want to enhance 
visitors’ knowledge, enjoyment and 
understanding of the area’s rich in¬ 
dustrial past. 

They aim to add a host of new char¬ 


acters to talk about the region’s his¬ 
tory and provide stories of real people 
who once worked at the colliery. 

A video about the project is available 
to view on The Big Give website. 

People can make donations from 
noon on November 29 to the appeal. 

Visit www.bclm.co.uk for details. 
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Christmas is the most magical time ot year, so deliver some ot tnat magic 
to someone you love this yoarf 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK!!! 


“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 




“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 





Call 01902 319 191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 





































































Artists Keith Turley, Lynn Jeffery and society chairman 

THE Dudley Society of Artists is holding its last exhibition 
at the town’s museum and art gallery, a few weeks before 
the venue closes. 

The art group’s 88th exhibition is to be the last at the 
St James’s Road gallery. It opened on Saturday with 130 
works by local artists on display. 

When the free admission exhibition closes on December 
22, so too will the building, ending a long relationship be- 


Terry Glazebrook at the town gallery’s last exhibition 

tween the venue and the society. The museum is due to 
move to a new base at the Dudley Archives centre on Tip- 
ton Road, near the Black Country Living Museum. 

Artist and society member Keith Turley said: “It is a big 
blow but it is not going to stop our club and we will still 
exhibit at other Black Country venues.” 

The museum and gallery building is closing to the public 
as part of money-saving measures by Dudley Council. 


Store on pub car park 


A NEW £1m Co-op store will 
be built on the car park of a 
Black Country pub after plan¬ 
ning bosses gave the green 
light. 

The new shop will be construct¬ 
ed next to the Hare and Hounds 
on Wynall Lane, Stourbridge, 
with the pub also getting an in¬ 
vestment of around £75,000. 

Developer NewRiver Retail Ltd 


was granted planning permission by 
Dudley Council, despite objections, 
and said that up to 20 jobs could be 
created. 

The development firm said money 
would also be spent revamping the 
Hare and Hounds. 

Dangerous 

But Cradley and Wollescote Ward 
Councillor Richard Body was against 
the development because of more traf¬ 
fic on an already ‘dangerous’ road. 


“Having parking there would make 
the road even more dangerous,” he 
said. “Accidents happen on a regular 
basis. We have the main road with a 
blind bend and a bus stop next door to 
a pub, which will have half of its car 
park gone. Parking already takes place 
on the pavement.” 

The 326 square metre one-storey 
store will be built on part of the car 
park, which was described as ‘cur¬ 
rently underutilised’ in the planning 
application. 



Home 


All 


Yew Tree Nursing Home Ltd 

Presents our 

, Christmas Market 

Saturday 3rd December 11 am-3 pm ^ 

I proceeds from the day will go the the Residents Entertainment Fund 

^ Santa's Grotto 
^ Hot Sandwiches 
Raffle 

^ Mulled Wine, 

Tea/Coffee Stall 

^ Variety Of 
Craft Stalls 

^ Christmas 
Cards 
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Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 0NX 
Tel: 01562 710809 



• Full Window Doctor Service Available 

• Misted Units Replaced 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


• Fitting available before Christmas 

• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 


Mem mg f>(med.... joh 
dow, tkm/cgoa my much," 

Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 

good locioUfo teem, 

^ddmgtbo'mcIotuMbfe, mg bjfo 

W itimgHg temturntd" 

Mr&Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 

Mxg iattifad wdlt tie wutdoun owd 

- oiMuxommdtidtim" 

Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 


L 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 

It UVI ^d to be 




HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 


QUALITY 


SERVICE 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9 00am 9 00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


// 


We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? f .? V 
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Former part time fireman Michael Jewkes with comrades in 1963 


MrJewkes find his uniform still on the peg, where it’s been hanging for more than 50 years 


Mr Jewkes tests the old fire siren during his visit to Dudley 



Love me tender - Mr Jewkes checks over the machin¬ 
ery left at the old factory fire station 


Firefighter 'Little Mike' 
takes a trip back in time 


A FORMER firefighter has 
travelled back in time to a re¬ 
cently discovered, perfectly 
preserved factory fire station 
in Dudley, where he used to 
work. 

Michael Jewkes, aged 80, said it was 
an ‘emotional to revisit the old station, 
which has been gathering dust for 60 
years, and was only recently uncov¬ 
ered inside the Alan Nuttall Partner¬ 
ship factory on Hall Street. 

Mr Jewkes’ name is one of those on 
jackets still hanging at the lost sta¬ 
tion, which was set up by his former 
employer the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society to tackle any fires that might 
arise in the course of manufacturing 
items for local Co-op stores. 

Michael’s journey into his past 
began after his granddaughter spotted 
the story on the Express & Star web¬ 
site. 

Mr Jewkes, who now lives in 
Lowestoft, explained: “All the family 
are originally from the area. My grand¬ 
daughter lives in Yeovil but she still 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Judith Hawkins 


reads the Express & Star online. She 
saw the story about it being discov¬ 
ered and told me. I called the number 
and spoke to Anna at the Alan Nuttall 
Partnership Trust and they arranged 
for me to come and visit.” 

Frozen 

He added: “I must admit, I was like 
a two-year-old child with a stick of 
rock. I couldn’t believe it after all this 
time.” 

Nothing could have prepared Mi¬ 
chael for just how much remained 
intact, almost as if it had been frozen 
in time, down to the neatly rolled-up 
canvas hoses still on the walls. 

Particularly evocative for him was 
seeing all the names of his former col¬ 
leagues scrawled in chalk above the 
jackets. 

“I could hear all of the voices and all 
of the banter. I could remember the 


nicknames. I was very tall so they used 
to call me Little Mike,” he said. 

“I hadn’t been back for 54 years. 
It was very emotional. I was remem¬ 
bering all of my comrades. We used 
to look out for each other, like a big 
family.” 

Mr Jewkes explained how between 
1960 and 1964 he worked at the fac¬ 
tory making safes for the supermarket 
business, but twice a week he would go 
for training as a firefighter in the com¬ 
pany’s small brigade of about 25. This 
included learning life-saving skills 
such as resuscitation. 

He was relieved that he never had to 
put this into practice. 

“The biggest job we had was prob¬ 
ably when the paint shop caught fire, 
and the van was set alight. But fortu¬ 
nately everyone was out safely,” he 
said. 

He and his comrades proved their 
mettle in a competition with other 
Co-op forces with Mr Jewkes named 
champion. A certificate in recognition 
of this remains on display in the room. 



In action for an exercise to test firefighting skills, 
Michael Jewkes during his time in uniform 



4 WE OFFER QUAFITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUAFITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 



WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 
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Star^lravel 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


GRAND 

NATIONAL 

and Liverpool 



Departing Saturday 8 April 2017 


Quote Code: YCH920 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket for Aintree on 
Saturday, Grand National Day 

(upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Visit to Liverpool Docks on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


TALL SHIPS 
PARAM S 

Pru/nI (nroonu/irh »_ r 


at Royal Greenwich ” * 

/**■*» a *•» I 




M +» * 


Departing Saturday 15 April 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course dinner (on Saturday 
only) and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Royal Greenwich for the Tall Ships 
Regatta 2017 

✓ Free time in London and Windsor 


3 days, by coach 

only £169 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01524 37500 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 

































































Thousands of fans join 
in tribute to brave Lydia 



THOUSANDS of football 
fans paid a moving tribute to 
young Lydia Pearce Ameson, 
the Dudley girl who died from 
a rare illness last week. 

A packed Molineux - some 
28,000 supporters - marked the 
passing of the 15-year-old Wolves 
fan on the 15th minute during the 
match on Saturday by providing a 
minute of applause in her honour. 

Lydia’s family and friends were wel¬ 
comed by Wolves in an executive box 
as the club hosted Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day in a Championship match. 

Fans of both teams paid their re¬ 
spects to Lydia, who was diagnosed 
with Neurofibromatosis Type 1 when 
she was just 18 months old. 

The illness is a rare genetic condi¬ 
tion which causes tumours to grow 
along nerves. 

Crowd 

Wolves were losing after conceding 
from the penalty spot but that made 
no difference to the outpouring of 
emotion, with the club’s biggest home 
crowd in 18 months applauding the 
youngster. 

All around Molineux tens of thou¬ 
sands of people stood up to applaud, 
including almost three thousand of the 
fans from Yorkshire. 

The Express & Star’s Wolves re¬ 
porter Tim Spiers said: “It was a 
thunderous ovation, despite the fact 
the team had just gone behind. It was 
a really emotional moment.” 

Sarah Ameson, her mother, said: 
“It was fantastic and there was a lit¬ 
tle star above us and we said that was 
Lydia. 

“Everyone at the Wolves looked 
after us so well and we would like to 
offer a huge thank you for all their 
support. 

“There were nine of us all together 


including Lydia’s uncles, godfather 
and three of her friends. 

“The atmosphere was amazing. Her 
name even shot up on the big screen 
in the Molineux. It was just perfect.” 

Captain Danny Batth visited Lyd¬ 
ia’s home in Dudley last month to 
hand over a signed shirt to the Bishop 
Milner Catholic College pupil. 

Her mother said: “She was a beau¬ 


tiful and confident girl who loved her 
family and friends very much. She 
loved music, dancing and theatre. She 
had also done a Bake-Off style charity 
fundraiser in aid of Neurofibromato¬ 
sis.” 

A JustGiving page which was set up 
for Lydia has raised nearly £10,000. 
To donate visit www.justgiving.com/ 
crowdfunding/lydiapearceameson 


RYDflLE CLEANING 



ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


Was Now^ 

sq yd sq yd 

Apollo.£9.95.£6.95 

Majesty bleach deanable.£13.95.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers.£ 16.95.£ 12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet....£ 18.95.£8.36 

Contract wilton.£ 18.95.£8.95 

Plus many more great offers 


SALE NOW 

ON 




fsflvjilHI 


OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK 


Sunday 10.30 


Wednesdays 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 



01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 


carnets 



ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


Shop, Tat ancC'ReCax with us ... 

Cards & Wrappings . Local Ales & Ciders 
Decorations, Fresh Christmas Trees & Wreaths in stock 


. Gift., C 
• Festive 




Before 


that will not only clean and restore your conservatory and 
windows to their original beauty, our service also helps to 
protect the product from unnecessary repairs in the future. 
Thus safeguarding the value it can add to your property. 


Gutters cleared 


also includes all your 
PVCu products will 
be cleaned by 
Rydale trained 
workers with special 
chemical cleaners. 
Additionally we will 
check and lubricate 
the working parts, 
allowing your PVCu 
products to remain 
looking and 
operating like new. 


Driveways cleaned F 


Call Rydale Cleaning Services 
for your quote today 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

131 ,EABS Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm Closed Saturday and Sunday 



• Gift Ideas for Gardeners 

• Send gifts direct with our Mail Order Service 
Tea Room (Op«n9:45.m-4:4Spm daily) 

• Christmas Menu :omnrfices Sun 11" Duel 

Beautiful Plants . Gift Vouchers 

Advice • Free Parking 


f WWW.A5HWOODNUR5ERIE5.COM 



Winforfl. nr*r*F Tol m\H4401QQ* 


AUtwotvI Ni Ashwmwl I I aof, Kioi)LMinforf1, nr* fAF T^l HI V14 -401QQ* 

Autumm'VAnter Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5pm & Sundays 9am - 5pm 
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i4 Lifestyle _ 

Bright ideas 
for home 
as we head 
into winter 

ANTIQUES AND B 1 
COLLECTIBLES TWr 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 


GIVEN the foul weather this week, I 
thought it would be nice to take a look 
around our homes and add some sea¬ 
sonal colour to help fight off those winter 
blues. 

And there are all kinds of vintage items you 
could pick up in the saleroom to help do this, 
starting with attrac¬ 
tive containers for 
dried flowers, twist¬ 
ed willow, firethorn 
or foliage that will 
instantly transform 
any room into a 
brighter place. 

You can easily pick 
up some nice pieces 
at auction, go along to 
the viewing days and 
see what you can find - 
and you won’t have to 
spend too much money. 

Look out for prettily 
decorated china jugs, 
the taller the better, 
but make sure you 
check for cracks to 
ensure the jug is waterproof if you want it for fresh 
flowers. 

Glass jugs and vases look great and you may be able 
to pick these up in some lovely autumnal colours, again 
look out for any cracks or chips before you buy. 

Earthenware containers are always nice, large ones 
are perfect for displays of foliage in halls or sitting 
rooms, standing on the floor. 

China vases in bright colours or featuring attractive 
designs are ideal for autumnal displays of flowers or 
foliage, even small ones will cheer up the corner of a 
room. 

Unusual containers also look good, a pretty vintage 
soup tureen would provide a home for a larger display 
or a winter indoor 
plant. 

Then think 
about adding 
some lamps with 
colourful shades 
to provide some 
much-needed 
extra light. 

Tiffany lamps 
in particular are 
especially attrac¬ 
tive and you can 
pick up some nice 
reproduction ones 
if you don’t want 
to pay out for 
originals. 

Potpourri is 
good in vintage 
bowls and glasses and looks especially nice displayed 
in layers in old glass vases. 

Coloured candles, either standing alone or in groups, 
also add that extra cheery light, look out for gold and 
silver ones, and tea-lights can be housed in anything 
from a tea-cup to a wooden goblet. 

You can even make going out in the rain slightly 
more pleasant by keeping umbrellas in a colourful um¬ 
brella stand or vintage plant bowl by your front door 
(add a Victorian umbrella and a walking stick for ef¬ 
fect). 

So have a good browse around the saleroom to see 
what you can find to add that extra seasonal cheer. 

Perry and Phillips Auctioneers hold sales of 
antiques and collectables on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Valuation days, for sale items only, are 
held every Wednesday at the Mill Street saleroom in 
Low Town, Bridgnorth, from 10am until 4pm. 

The next sale takes place on this Tuesday, Decem¬ 
ber 6, viewing is during the weekend and on the 
Monday prior to the sale. If you want to bid during 
the auction and are a new bidder please arrive in 
plenty of time to register and be allocated a bidding 
number. 




Raising a glass (or mug) to the latest trends 



Music and beer: Signature cans 


WITH this spell of colder weather we have 
taken our first autumn walk with a flask of 
mulled wine in the rucksack, a bit of a tradi¬ 
tion and much enjoyed to warm the insides. 

There is as much trend and style in what 
we drink, as what we wear and the popularity 
of certain drinks wax and wane every year. 

Consider our staple coffee and teas, from 
the basics to the fragrant and flavoured, from 
the kettle and tea pot to the high street coffee 
house and the take-away caffeine hit. We have 
our favourite lattes, cappuccinos, expressos, 
cooling frappuccinos and herbal infusions. 

Even mineral water does not escape the 
specialist drinks market with ‘hint of fruit 
flavours, added vitamins and ‘free from’ all 
sorts! The shape of the bottle as important as 
the contents. At a restaurant meal recently 
we were delivered tap water in a beautiful 
coloured cooled glass bottle with a metal 
clamped seal, delightful! 

Our need for healthy ingredients leads us to 
mixing our own fruit and vegetable smooth¬ 
ies, as much a meal and often replacing break¬ 
fast or lunch, juicers have also increased in 
popularity in the kitchen. 


STYLE 

FOCUS 



Fruit features strongly in the revival of the 
alcoholic cocktail, new and old recipes equally 
popular and now available in foil packets, 
some of which can be frozen to achieve a 
crushed ice drink. 

The Cider revival continues, with seem¬ 
ingly never ending choice, sparkling, still, 
clear, cloudy, pear, apple, dark or light. 
Bulmers, Strongbow and Magners spending 
considerable amounts on advertising to a wel¬ 
come market. The choice of spirits and mixers 
is diverse, many types and varied flavours of 
gin, vodka and whiskey, some of these prod¬ 
ucts promoted by celebrities such as David 
Beckham, Haig in its bright blue chunky bot¬ 
tle and Mila Kunis, the face of Jim Bean, and 
then presented in unusual drinking vessels, 
dressed with flowers and leaves, sold in elab¬ 
orate bottles. 


Music artists are putting their names to 
craft beers, getting involved in the creative 
process and the marketing. One of the brew¬ 
eries doing this is ‘Signature Brew’ (signa- 
turebrew.co.uk), collaborating with the likes 
of Professor Green, Frank Turner and Enter 
Shikari, a great mix of music and beer. Micro 
breweries and pubs are opening in the small¬ 
est of retail units. The Merckx Belgian Bar in 
Eccleshall is worth a visit (merckxbar.co.uk) 
we are lucky enough to have Joule’s Brewery 
on our doorstep (joulesbrewery.co.uk) 

The choice of wine gets ever bigger, red, 
white and rose from every country of the 
world but the vineyards of the UK now pro¬ 
duce some beautifully flavoured offerings at 
reasonable prices. Italian Prosecco becomes 
the new favourite over Cava and Asti and 
sweet wines with dessert are worth investi¬ 
gating. 

Whatever your alcoholic tipple beware of 
the alcoholic content, with all the new options 
it can vary dramatically...Cheers all! 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com and www. 
jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Parents who pay for their children’s education may not be making best use of their money, says presenter Martin Lewis 


Money misdemeanours 
may cost you thousands 



Money expert Martin Lewis 


ARE you a sinner? Financially 
that is. There are a host of every¬ 
day money misdemeanours that 
millions of people do, costing 
them thousands, without being 
aware of it. 

These aren’t horrors like grabbing 
a payday loan, but the result of sim¬ 
ple misunderstandings, bad habits or 
inaction. I’ve collated five of the most 
common. 

1. Savings rates are depressingly low 
- the top easy-access rate is one per cent. 
Credit card and other interest rates are de¬ 
pressingly high. 

So £1,000 credit card debt at 18 per cent 
costs it costs you £180 a year, the same 
amount saved in top paying savings account 
at one per cent interest only earns you £10. 
If you had both, pay the debt off with your 
savings and you’d be £170 a year better off. 

Many of you will be thinking, “but I want 
to keep my savings, what if the boiler packs 
up or the roof falls in?” However, that’s a 
sentimental strategy, not a logical one. 

If you don’t pay the debt off with the sav¬ 
ings and an emergency happens that cost 
you £1,000 to fix, you’d use all your savings 
and still £1,000 of credit card debt. 

If you do pay off the debt with the sav- 


By Martin Lewis 

ings, and a £1,000 emergency happens, 
you’d need to pay for it on your credit card, 
meaning you still have no savings and 
£1,000 of credit card debt. 

The end result of them both is the same, 
yet by paying off the debt with the savings, 
you save in the meantime. 

2. Most people in the UK are on their en¬ 
ergy firm’s standard tariff, which typically 
means they’re overpaying by £300 a year. 
The best plan is take five minutes to do a 
full market comparison via my www.Cheap- 
EnergyClub.com or any www.Ofgem.gov.uk 
approved comparison site. 

Even if you won’t do that, just pick up the 
phone and ask your current provider “Am I 
on your cheapest tariff?” and, if not, switch 
to that as there’s no change but the price. 

3. Credit card minimum payments are 
based mostly on a percentage of the bal¬ 
ance, which only just covers the interest. So 
you hardly clear any off. 

A 30-year-old with £3,000 debt on a credit 
card at 17.9 per cent interest, who made 
only typical minimum repayments, would 
take 27 years to clear it. By then, they’d 
be 57 and have paid a total cost £4,000 in 
interest (see my minimum repayment calc 
at www.mse.me/minrepay to work out how 
long it’ll take you). 


On £3,000 debt, the current minimum is 
around £70 a month. If instead of opting to 
pay the minimum, fix your repayment at 
£70. The debt will clear in five years at a 
cost of £1,500 in interest, saving £2,400. 

Though if you’ve debt on more than one 
credit card, focus all spare cash on repaying 
the most expensive, making only the mini- 
mums on the others. That way you get rid 
of the most expensive debts first. 

4. Your house price is the wrong figure, 
you only need to insure the usually much 
lower rebuild cost - literally how much it 
would cost to rebuild your home should it 
get knocked down. This is often far less 
than the market value. 

5. I’m often freaked out by parents tell¬ 
ing me they’re saved up so their child won’t 
have to pay tuition fees at uni. Worse, some 
even extend their mortgage. My problem 
isn’t just that actually it’s students’, not 
parents’ responsibility to repay this. 

All new English full-time students can 
get a tuition fee loan and a living loan to 
help pay for uni costs. You’re eligible to 
start repaying in the April after leaving, but 
only if you earn over £21,000. 

Most of course will earn over the thresh¬ 
old. However only high earners will earn 
enough to repay in real terms what they 
borrowed within 30 years. For most parents 
it’s better to build up a mortgage deposit. 
















Get your geek on with 


Jonathan’s 

AS ambitions go, one Halesowen 
man is ticking off his list of things 
to achieve at some pace - adding au¬ 
thor to the mix. 

Jonathan Hipkiss spends his days 
working on a Cradley industrial es¬ 
tate but his passion for creativity 
knows no bounds. 

He is an up-and-coming stand-up 
comedian, having supported Jack 
Whitehall at Birmingham’s Bar- 
claycard Arena; starred alongside 
respected actor Toby Jones in BBC’s 
critically acclaimed drama Marvel¬ 
lous and co-written a live sketch 
show, performed at last year’s Edin¬ 
burgh Fringe. 

Novel 

Now aged 25, Jonathan has just 
released his first novel. 

The former Windsor High School 
student - who went on to study 
professional acting at Birmingham 
Theatre School - enjoys running, 
writing, performing, but his greatest 
love is for all things Star Wars. 

It was inevitable that his novel 
would be in the science fiction genre. 

Rise of the Geeks Following an 
Alien Invasion! is a lighthearted take 
on the sgenre, poignantly examining 
the lost innocence of youth in a com- 
ing-of-age tale as four boys forced to 


sci-fi novel 

tackle things they fear most - life, 
love, and loss. 

“While there are no direct compar¬ 
isons to anyone I know in the book, 
in some way, the main four charac¬ 
ters, the geeks/boys, are each a little 
part of me and loosely based on my 
experiences as a geek and my inept 
way with women,” said Jonathan. 

“The adventure aspect of the story 
came from my love of movies and my 
desire to escape the real world. I’d 
rather be watching Star Wars than 
the news, though doing stand-up 
means you have to keep up to date 
with the world.” 

The book focuses on a group of 
friends, Chilvers, Matt, Tom, and 
Mark are about to have their mun¬ 
dane existences thrown into chaos 
when four tiny aliens crash-land into 
their lives. 

“After I’ve finished promoting 
the book, myself and my comedy 
partner, Sam, will take to writing a 
new hour long show over Christmas 
which we plan to take on the road 
and return to next year’s Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival. 

The book is available to buy online 
via Amazon or contact the author di¬ 
rectly for a discount (£10 including 
postage) or to have a copy signed via 
jon_h2005@hotmail.co.uk 



Halesowen author and comedian Jonathan Hipkiss signs copies of his latest science fiction novel 


Thousands more 
homes are given 
the green light 

A PLAN to deliver thousands of new homes and jobs 
in Birmingham can be given the go-ahead by the Gov¬ 
ernment. The Birmingham Development Plan (BDP), 
which sets out a 15-year strategy, can now be formally 
adopted and approved by Birmingham City Council. 

Housing Minister Gavin Barwell lifted a ‘holding di¬ 
rection’ which had prevented the BDP from progressing, 
pending investigation into proposals to earmark land in 
the Sutton Coldfield green belt for housing and employ¬ 
ments. Mr Barwell said he agreed the scale of unmet 
housing demand in Birmingham was ‘exceptional and 
possibly unique’. 

Conclusions 

The Housing Minister said he saw no reason to disa¬ 
gree with the conclusions an inspector that the BDP was 
consistent with national planning policy and should be 
adopted. The plan sets out proposals to address the city’s 
housing crisis by building 51,000 homes, including up to 
6,000 in Sutton Coldfield. The green belt land was iden¬ 
tified after a city search to identify locations for more 
homes on previously developed land, known as brown¬ 
field sites, had apparently gone as far as it could. 

Research by the council concluded that 89,000 homes 
are required over the next 15 years to meet the needs 
of Birmingham’s growing population. Councillor John 
Clancy, leader of Birmingham City Council, said: “We 
can now get on with the vital task of building homes and 
delivering the jobs that our fast-growing population so 
desperately needs.” 


Debt hits 
the lives 


of 45,000 


children 

MORE than 45,000 children in the Black 
Country are living in families trapped in prob¬ 
lem debt, a national charity has revealed. 

It means that one in six families with children in 
the region have been failing to keep up with house¬ 
hold bills and loan repayments in the past year. 

The evidence, based on a survey commissioned by The 
Children’s Society, also showed that families with chil¬ 


dren are more than twice as 
likely to have been trapped 
in problem debt as childless 
households. 

In some cases children are 
going without basics such as 
food, clothing or heating, as 
well as suffering worry, anx¬ 
iety and bullying. 

The figures show that 
Sandwell has the biggest 
problem with 7,300 families 
in serious debt, affecting 
13,000 children, followed by 
Walsall with 7,100 families, 
including a total of 12,600, 
with debt problems. 

Dudley has 5,600 families 
in a similar situation, af¬ 
fecting 10,000 children, and 
Wolverhampton 9,400 fam¬ 
ilies, including 9,600 chil¬ 
dren, in trouble with debt. 

Concerned 

The charity says it is 
‘deeply concerned’ about the 
impact of debt. 

The survey of 2,000 
adults, carried out by Opin- 
ium, found that families in 
problem debt over the last 
year are juggling an aver¬ 
age of four different types 
of debt. 

Children in low-income 
families with multiple debts 
are at far higher risk of ex¬ 
periencing mental health 


By Marion Brennan 

problems than those in fam¬ 
ilies who owe money to a 
single type of creditor. 

The most common source 
of problem debt is arrears 
on energy bills, followed by 
loans from friends and fam¬ 
ily, bank loans, and council 
tax. Almost one third of par¬ 
ents have arrears of more 
than £5,000. 

The Children’s Society, as 
part of its Debt Trap cam¬ 
paign, is calling for changes 
to how creditors treat fam¬ 
ilies with children who fall 
behind on bills and repay¬ 
ments. 

It is urging the Govern¬ 
ment to introduce a 12- 
month ‘breathing space’ to 
give struggling families a 
period of protection from 
additional charges, inter¬ 
est and enforcement action 
while they seek advice, put 
their finances in order, and 
get back on their feet. 

The charity is publishing 
a draft of a parliamentary 
bill to make this ‘breathing 
space’ a reality for hundreds 
of thousands of families. 
The bill is being sponsored 
by Kelly Tolhurst MP and 
will be debated by MPs in 
the New Year. 


Showcase for talent 

HALESOWEN Youth Theatre will be staging its first 
Christmas showcase on December 10 at the Shenstone 
Theatre in Halesowen Library at 7pm. Ben Pountney, 
co-founder and co-director of Halesowen Youth Theatre, 
said the group catered for ages 11-18 and meets on Wednes¬ 
day evenings. For tickets or more information email hale- 
sowenyouththeatre@outlook.com or call 07713822499. 



Dining Table & 4 Chairs 
TO CLEAR 

£595 

Available in Acacia Wood 
Matching pieces also available 


Christmas Delivery 

FREE HOME DEUVERY 
FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OUt RED 


SALE NOW ON 

SAVE UP 
0 75% 


" -r NT 


S Special offers for n 
( senior citizens 
V If you can’t come to us 

will come to you^/ 


Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 


To Clear 

from £69 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


Te: 01384 295660 


LUXURY 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 

NOW £295 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK 


Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm | Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Made to 
Measure 

Reclinersand Riser 
Recliners Available 

| Your chair, designed to fit you 

MpigeESBaiflHljllD 

11000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 



































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, December 1,2016 


16 Out & About 


Pretty Paxos 
offers haven 
of calm and 
relaxation 



“LAKKACHATTA swinda lactu,” says 
my six-year-old daughter Rosie, pencil 
poised on a notepad. 

“Yasi,” comes the reply from her sister Poppy, 
four, who’s sat at the table. “Ikki tabu.” 

It’s a new game they’ve started playing since we 
landed in sunny Greece. They’re being waitresses and 
making an effort to grasp the local language. 

It’s been 15 years since I last visited this country. 
Back then, it was all booze 
and bathing, but this time 
I’m here with my family, dis¬ 
covering a land more akin 
to the one Gerald Durrell 
wrote about in My Family 
And Other Animals, when he 
wished he could give every¬ 
one the gift of his wonderful | 
childhood. 

After flying into Corfu, we 
hop on the hydrofoil and bob 
across the ocean for an hour 
to pretty Paxos - the small¬ 
est of the Ionian Islands, and I 
said to be similar to the Corfu [ 

Durrell adored as a child. 

With winding roads, gorgeously green plants, an 
azure sea and villas dotting every corner of the three 
main villages, it’s clear this is a part of the world that’s 
made for exploring. 

Our villa, Milou, is a grand affair - set off the beaten 
track at the top of a hill - with nothing surrounding it 
but a handful of other properties. 

The front door opens into an enormous games room, 
with a very cool, electric blue billiards table. We make 
downstairs our slumber zone, with a main bedroom 
leading out to the poolside, and a calming twin room, 
painted to match Greece’s country colours of blue and 
white. The kitchen-dining area is spacious, white and 
welcoming, but we spend most of our days outside. 

The infinity pool provides hours of entertainment for 
the kids - and Daddy, who loves nothing more than 
drenching them with a running dive-bomb. And the 
view, looking out towards the Pindus mountains, is 
enough to take the relaxation factor up a notch or two. 

Mind you, there’s a cackle of hysterics as the volume 
on the docking station reaches ear-piercing levels, belt¬ 
ing out club classics in the blazing sunshine. I emerge 
from the pool to see my husband James throwing some 
serious shapes, shouting, ‘Pool party’, while our chil¬ 
dren giggle at his moves and attempt to join in. 

i ,j We spend our days gorg- 
f ' r ing on Greek salad with fat 
and furiously red tomatoes, 
crunchy cucumber, giant 
lumps of local feta cheese 
and lashings of olive oil 
and oregano. And come the 
j evening, James lights the 
BBQ and cooks the most 
enormous sausages ever seen, 
pork and chicken kebabs, 
■ giant peppers, and what can 
only be described as a ‘nine- 
bar’ of halloumi, all bought in 
the local shops at Gaios, the 
island’s capital, and beautiful 
Loggos, both just a few miles away. It’s cheap too - we 
easily buy enough meat to feed us all, with masses of 
leftovers, for nine Euros at the old-fashioned butcher’s. 

A car is essential here. Even just getting supplies for 
the villa is tricky without wheels. And it means you can 
explore this beautiful, unspoilt island with ease. 

Measuring around a mere eight miles from one end 
to the other, Paxos doesn’t take long to get around, 
though roads can be tricky to navigate. We easily get 
lost amid rural roads, while trying to avoid pedestri¬ 
ans, shush unbelievably excited children and translate 
Greek road signs. We pass giant pots planted up with 
cacti, aloe vera and lavender, watched over by gnarly 
old olive trees, as holey as honeycomb. 

We drive past a school with signs warning us that 
children cross here, but there’s no one to be seen. 
When compared with overcrowded Corfu, it seems 
crazy that so few make the extra journey to experience 
the peace of Paxos. 

We find a craggy bit of headland near Lakka, Paxos’ 
most northerly tip, where giant rocks peer over and 
stand tall from the sea. I investigate a growing green 
mass with bulbous, almost pod-like ends, that I’m cer¬ 
tain must be edible. I look around to ask someone, but 
there isn’t a soul to be seen - just the four of us, de¬ 
serted on our own idyllic coastland. 

“It’s like a sunset in the sea,” says Rosie, describing 
how the ocean changes from clear to turquoise, into 
azure and navy. And I smile, thinking Durrell would 
have been pleased with her description. When we re¬ 
turn to England’s less sunny shores, I ask if they’d like 
to holiday in Paxos again. “Yakka chakka!” comes the 
reply. I’ll take that as a yes. 

By Claire Spreadbury 




Decorations and special displays throughout the park 


All ready for Christmas at Thomas Land, Drayton Manor 


Get into the festive spirit with Thomas and friends 


Santa and ‘snow’ at 
magical theme park 


WE’RE usually much later with 
our annual visit to Santa, squeez¬ 
ing it in the week before Christ¬ 
mas when present lists are finally 
finalised. 

However, this year our family was 
invited to kick off the festive season 
early, with a visit to Drayton Manor 
Theme Park’s Magical Christmas for a 
special preview. 

It may still be November, but we’re now 
well and truly full of the festive spirit after 
spending a delightful day with Santa and 
his reindeer, making presents for meerkats 
and being covered in ‘snow’. 

There was even ice-skating on the indoor 
Slide & Glide, which delighted eight-year- 
old Zoe. Although the larger park rides were 
closed, there was still enough to entertain 
children of all ages as well as the ‘big kids’. 

A highlight for us, with older children, 
was the Ben 10 Ultimate Mission Roller¬ 
coaster. With hardly any queues, it had 
plenty of use by the four of us. After that, 
and lunch, the more leisurely pace of the 
traditional Carousel was appreciated and 
we were treated to a fantastic 4D cinema ex¬ 
perience with the Polar Express, a 15-min¬ 
ute adventure shown throughout the day. 

Taking a walk around the zoo, the chil¬ 
dren were thrilled to see the meerkats and 
lemurs enjoying the ‘presents’ they had 
made for them at a mini workshop when 
we arrived. It was lovely to step inside the 
warmth of the reptile house where many 
people remarked that the animals appeared 
much more active than usual - maybe they 
were all excited by the special visitors from 
the North Pole. Santa’s reindeer have pride 
of place at the entrance of the zoo, with 
their pen decorated with giant baubles. 
They looked like they were getting plenty 
of rest before their big job pulling the sleigh 
on Christmas Eve. 

Drayton Manor visitors can see Santa at 
The Castle of Dreams and we eagerly ar¬ 
rived at our time slot to be greeted by two 
cheerful elves. Inside the castle, the decora¬ 
tions were beautiful and seeing Santa was 


REVIEW 


By Liz Gray 


just as magical as we had hoped. George, 11, 
was lost for words as Santa told him to stop 
arguing with his sister, while Zoe couldn’t 
stop grinning. With four weeks to go until 
Christmas, there could be another advan¬ 
tage to visiting Santa so early - if they both 
keep their promise to be good. 

We spent the rest of the afternoon en¬ 
joying the rides in Thomas Land, with fa¬ 
vourites including the Troublesome Trucks 
Runaway Rollercoaster and Bertie Bus. 
This part of the park has undergone a 
£2.5 million expansion and there is a new 
two-storey Sodor Airport complex with VIP 
suites available for private hire. 

Thomas Land became a real winter won¬ 
derland with flurries of ‘snow’ through¬ 
out the day courtesy of a special machine 
and there were balcony shows where you 
could meet the characters. There was also 
plenty of festive music being played and, as 
it began to get dark, the Christmas lights 
created the perfect atmosphere. Plenty of 
pictures were taken by the giant Christmas 
tree and the day was rounded off with a pa¬ 
rade and a dazzling fireworks display. 

For us it was a great way to experience 
the theme park at a time of year we would 
not normally think of going. And we will be 
sure to return for the new season in 2017, 
as each child who visits Santa receives a 
golden ticket for a free visit. 

Just an hour’s drive from Shropshire, 
the park, near Tamworth, has a selection 
of packages available for the Christmas 
period for its four-star hotel. Ticket prices 
for Drayton’s Magical Christmas including 
Santa start at £22 per adult and £17 for 
children and over 60s. Children aged 2-3 
cost £12 and under twos are free. There is 
free entry to both serving and non-serving 
members of the armed forces. Drayton’s 
Magical Christmas is open tomorrow (Fri¬ 
day) until Monday and from December 2-5, 
9-12, 15-23 and 27-31. Visit www.drayton 
manor.co.uk 



Big smiles for Santa in The Castle of Dreams at Drayton Manor Theme Park 


Unexpected tip-top destination has plenty of heritage 



Pay a visit to Mad O’Rourke’s Pie Factory 


SPOTLIGHT ON TIPTON 

Currency: Pork scratching. GBP is 
available in some outlets. 

Brief overview: In honour of all 
things Steve Bull, we present to you our 
finest, most unique and undoubtedly our 
most unexpected holiday destination - 
Tipton. It has everything you could pos¬ 
sibly need like boxing connections, great 
chip shops, more pork scratchings than 
anywhere else in the world, brilliant pubs 
and more. Viz Comic famously reported 
that Jesus was born in Tipton - ha, and 
here’s all us fools imagining he was born 
in Jerusalem. Oh yes, and Tipton also 
lent its name to the brilliant Lazy Cow 
Doreen Tipton, who plans to ape Ameri¬ 
can President Donald Trump by building 


a wall around the Black Country to keep 
out illegal Brummies. 

Where to stay: While Tipton doesn’t 
have the same range of hotels as Tokyo 
or Paris, it offers a number of delightful 
B&Bs. Expect a full English for breakfast 
and change from £50. 

What to do: The choices are endless. 
And no, we ay pullin’ ya leg. Tipton is 
so steeped in history that it has its own 
Heritage Trail. Visit the Factory Locks, 
Victoria Park, Tipton Carnegie Centre 
- which is not to be confused with the 
Carnegie Hall in New York - or the Cast 
Iron Roving Bridges, over local canals. 
Then there’s St John’s Church and St 
Mark’s Church, The Old Line Canal, 
Malthouse Stables, The Boat Gaug¬ 
ing House and, best of all, The Tipton 


Slasher statue near to The Fountain Inn. 
The Slasher, as all Tiptonians know, was 
a British heavyweight prize fighter in 
the 19th century and English champion 
from 1850-57. Alternatively, follow in the 
footsteps of Black Country legend Steve 
Bull, whose first school was Wednesbury 
Oak Primary and who then attended 
Willingsworth High, where he made a 
name. Tipton Town’s stadium is oppo¬ 
site Wednesday Oak - and Asda’s just up 
the road, so you can fill up on fuel if your 
car’s running low. 

What to eat/drink: Scratchings, a 
pint of Bathams and a bag of chips. Al¬ 
ternatively, pop into Mad O’Rourke’s Pie 
Factory, the home of Desperate Dan’s 
Cow Pie and the almost-legendary pint 
of Lumphammer. 












































New chancellor Sir Lenny 
believes in learning for all 


EDUCATION is a right for everyone 
and not an ‘accident of birth’, said 
Sir Lenny Henry as the Dudley-born 
actor and comedian becames a uni¬ 
versity chancellor. 

In his first speech as Birmingham 
City University’s new chancellor, 
Sir Lenny, 58, talked about how he 
grew up believing that education 
was ‘not for the likes of me’, and did 
not begin studying for qualifications 
until he was an adult. 

Sir Lenny, who received a knight¬ 
hood last year, told an audience at 
Birmingham Town Hall: “I grew up 
with the belief that education was 
not intended for the likes of me. 

Brave 

“It wasn’t until I was doing a sum¬ 
mer season with Cannon and Ball in 
1981 that I was brave enough to em¬ 
bark on my GCSEs. 


“It was tough going, but I got 
through it. 

“I was 46 before I got my first 
degree with the Open University 
and, while a comparative latecomer 
to higher education - whose career 
hardly relied on securing a BA or an 
MA after my name - that experience 
changed my life. It opened my mind 
to more possibilities and new think¬ 
ing and different perspectives.” 

He added: “Being chancellor of 
Birmingham City University is a 
chance for me to give back, to con¬ 
tribute something to the generation 
of young people leaving school now 
and to those people coming back to 
education - mature students - who, 
like me, missed out on the chance 
when they were younger. 

“This institution understands 
that education is a right, not an ac¬ 
cident of birth.” 



Sir Lenny Henry sits and chats with students at Birmingham City University, where he’s now chancellor 


Electric cars spark 
10,000 jobs hope 

THE boss of Jaguar Land Rover wants to make new 
electric vehicles in the West Midlands, creating 10,000 
new jobs at JLR and up to 60,000 more in its supply 
chain across the region. 

Ralf Speth has also outlined ambitions to double JLR’s 
car production to one million vehicles a year by 2020 - 
and double its workforce to 90,000. The plans were out¬ 
lined as a meeting of political and business leaders at 
Warwick University on Thursday night, organised by 
Professor Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya, a close adviser to 
JLR and its Indian owners, Tata Motors. He is also head 
of the university’s Warwick Manufacturing Group. 

Lord Bhattacharyya said JLR wanted to start work on 
the electric cars project at Coventry by 2018, with cars 
going into production by 2019. It follows the launch of 
JLR’s first electric car, the I-Pace, in Los Angeles last 
week. It will be built in Austria ‘because we couldn’t do 
it fast enough in this country,’ said Lord Bhattacharyya. 

“But the next generation will be done here, hopefully,” 
he added. “That will create 10,000 jobs. That could liter¬ 
ally be another 50,000 to 60,000 jobs among suppliers.” 
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Cousin used 
murder 
victim's 
bank card 


THE cousin of murdered Richard Groves was 
involved in a fraud to take money from his 
bank account after his death, a court heard. 

Homeless Darren Lander was jailed for more than 
15 years last month after he savagely killed 32-year- 
old Mr Groves, after Mr Groves had felt sorry for 
him and allowed him to stay at his flat at Alfred 
Gunn House in Thompson Road, Langley. 


At Walsall Magistrates 
Court, Christopher Bon¬ 
ner, 38-year-old cousin of 
Mr Groves, admitted one 
charge of fraud by false rep¬ 
resentation where he used 
Mr Groves’ bank card at the 
Post Office on High Street, 
Oldbury, two days after his 
death. 

The transaction, made 
after Bonner was given the 
card by Lander, only totalled 
£2. But the court heard that 
in the weeks following the 
murder, Bonner and P hili p 
McEvoy, 42, from Yardley 
Close, Oldbury, used the 
card a several times, with¬ 
drawing around £500 that 
the pair spent on drugs. 

Ms Alka Brigue, prose¬ 
cuting, said that McEvoy 
had been given the card by 
Bonner,while each’s defence 
solicitor said neither man 
knew that the card belonged 
to the deceased Mr Groves. 

Prosecuting McEvoy, 
who pleaded guilty to nine 
counts of fraud by false rep¬ 
resentation, Ms Brigue said: 
“When officers examined 
the body of Mr Groves, they 
saw that his pockets were 
turned inside out and began 
to investigate his financial 
affairs. They saw that in 
the days since his death, 
there had been activity on 


By Jordan Harris 

his bank card and began 
to track down who was re¬ 
sponsible for this. CCTV 
enquiries were carried out 
with shops where the card 
had been used and this led 
officers to Mr McEvoy.” 

Defending McEvoy, Dawn 
Foxhall said: “Mr McEvoy 
can’t read or write so didn’t 
recognise the name on the 
card.” 

Defending Bonner, Roy 
Patterson said: “This is bi¬ 
zarre because the victim of 
the murder is my defend¬ 
ant’s cousin. He didn’t know 
that the card belonged to Mr 
Groves and since this has 
come to light he has suffered 
a great deal - he wasn’t al¬ 
lowed to attend the funeral 
and has been shunned by 
his family.” 

McEvoy was given a 12 
month community order, 
20 days of rehabilitation ac¬ 
tivity and a six month drug 
rehabilitation programme. 
He was also ordered to pay 
£502 compensation, an £85 
victim’s surcharge and £135 
costs. Bonner was given an 
eight week curfew, ordered 
to pay £2 compensation, an 
£85 victim surcharge and 
costs of £135. 


Council is offering 
condensation advice 


DUDLEY Council is helping residents tackle condensation 
in their homes with a new advice leaflet and video on its 
website. 

Anyone experiencing such a problem can download an 
advice leaflet and view a video on the Dudley Council www. 
dudley.gov.uk website. 

Condensation is caused when warm moist air comes into 
contact with cold air or a cold surface, causing water drop¬ 
lets to form. This is particularly an issue during winter 
when homes are warmer than outside. 

Housing boss Councillor Gaye Partridge said: “Conden¬ 
sation and mould can be a particular problem during the 
winter months so we produced a leaflet and an video which 
work hand in hand. 

“These items have been produced primarily with council 
tenants in mind, but are relevant to anyone experiencing 
condensation in their home.” 



NEW 

Vet Surgery 

VETS4PETS - We’re expanding, still th& 
same friendly team offering excellent 
veterinary care at affordalSle'iDrices. 



r^ 


i/ Operating Theatre 

✓ 1 0% Discount for 

✓ Digital Xray 

VIP/Emergency 

✓ Inhouse 

Services/NHS/ 

Laboratory 

OAP’s vacc4life 

✓ Hospital Ward 

(cat/dog/rabbit) £49 

✓ Dentistry 

%/ Open 7 days a 

✓ Nurse Clinics 

week 

✓ Isolation facilities 

✓ Open for routine 

^i/ On-site Parking 

appointments and 
emergencies 




FIRST CONSULTATION 
FREE OF CHARGE 

CALL NOW 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL 
OPENING OFFER VACCINATION 

FOR LIFE tACk 

(cat/dog/rabbit) 


[ WEST BROMWICH 



Telephone: 0121 567 3250 

or visit: vets4pets.com/westbromich 
VETS4PETS, WEST BROMWICH 
139 Hill Top, West Bromwich B70 0RZ 
or visit our sister practices at 

Vets4Pets inside 

Putting youtt/ pet fotS 

Call us on 01384 480 698 or visit: vets4pets.com/men7-liill o —~ Call us on 0121 270 2282 or visit: ccvets.co.uk/oldbury 


Vets4Pets 

Putting gouft/ jpetT foutJ 


Vets4Pets Merry Hill 
Inside Pets at Home 


Companion 

Carevetsf ms ' de 


Companion Care Oldbury 
Inside Pets at Home 
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The fun Marquee collection available at Debenhams Good lighting is achieved by creating different layers of light 


Let there be 





Acropolis table lamp, £20.70, available from Very 




Go for a more modern approach in the kitchen 


Scarlett black chandelier, £316, from Debenhams 


Loft table lamp and floor lamp, Marks and Spencer A good scheme allows you to instantly reinvent a space 


WINTER may be bleak and dark, 
but it’s the perfect time to switch 
on to the power of lighting and illu¬ 
minate rooms with everything, from 
razzle-dazzle new effects to simple 
bulbs which shine a spotlight on a 
feature, or even change a mood. 

“Lighting really matters in a home 
and can literally transform it,” prom¬ 
ises George Clarke, architect and 
TV’s popular property presenter of 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces and 
The Restoration Man. 

“I’ve seen great buildings ruined by bad 
lighting schemes, and great lighting improve 
bad buildings. It can truly make that much 
difference. 

“What’s fantastic these days, is that there 
are affordable, effective ways of personally tai¬ 
loring lighting schemes, using technology like 
smart phones and tablets, which a decade ago, 
would have costs thousands.” 

Clarke, who’s currently working with 
Philips lighting, believes good lighting doesn’t 
just have a visual effect, but can also help im¬ 
prove our wellbeing. 

“Artificial light can now mimic natural light 
and light systems can be programmed to suit 
our body rhythms. 

“Replicating a soothing sunset glow in the 


By Gabrielle Fagan 


evening can help people relax and encourage 
relaxation and sleep, while gradually increas¬ 
ing light levels in the morning to mimic sun¬ 
rise can encourage us to wake in a more gentle 
fashion. 

“Lights conjuring the effect of natural sun¬ 
light indoors may offset the negative effect of 
a grey day outside. There’s almost no limit to 
what can be achieved.” 

Brightness 

Recent research by B&Q revealed that 85% 
of us have no idea which bulb brightness is 
best to suit a task or set a mood. Clarke gives 
his guide to LED lighting... 

“In general, people are scared by lighting 
and confused by all the terminology. 

“That’s a real shame because LED lighting 
is so versatile these days. For instance, there’s 
a misconception that it’s a cold light, but the 
key to success is selecting the right colour tem¬ 
perature of the bulb, which is measured in a 
unit called a kelvin (k),” he explains. “Bulbs 
with higher kelvin value create a cooler, crisp 
white light (4000k) which are suitable for prac¬ 
tical areas, like a kitchen or bathroom, while 
those with a lower kelvin value (3000k) pro¬ 
duce a warmer white light more appropriate 
for living rooms. 


“If you want to easily change the ambience, 
there are innovations like a Philips Scene 
Switch LED light bulb (£9.99, Amazon) which 
allows you to use your light switch to flick be¬ 
tween three different light levels, from bright 
to natural to a soft warm light. This bulb can 
be used on an existing light [simply using your 
normal light switch to change between set¬ 
tings] and removes the need for a dimmer.” 

LIGHT TOUCH 

“A common mistake people make is only 
having light coming from one source - for in¬ 
stance, simply having a ceiling light. In reality, 
good lighting is achieved by creating different 
layers of light which conjure variation, tex¬ 
ture and atmosphere,” says Clarke. “Clever 
accent lighting - wall sconces, floodlights, re¬ 
cessed lights or track lighting - can dramati¬ 
cally change a space and highlight key areas 
or architectural features. Even just hanging 
an adjustable pendant light over a dining table 
will define the space and make it feel more 
intimate. Coloured lighting is also a fantas¬ 
tic way to add a ‘wow’ factor, especially if the 
light source is hidden. Use coloured light strips 
above kitchen units, but, to get the maximum 
effect, keep the background a neutral white as 

a ^SEETHE LIGHTS: Nothing makes more 
of a statement than an intricately designed 
chandelier and, for a modern approach, fit one 
in an unexpected place like a kitchen or a bed¬ 
room. Debenhams has an impressive lighting 


collection with the added bonus that many 
pieces are currently reduced online. A Scar¬ 
lett Black Chandelier, with smoke and clear 
glass crystal strands, is reduced from £395 to 
£316, and a Penelope Pendant Ceiling Light, 
featuring layers of smoke glass cylinders, re¬ 
duced from £320 to £256. Cluster lights are 
ultra-fashionable and its contemporary Harri¬ 
son Cluster Ceiling Light is down from £150 
to £120. 

Very’s Glass Cloche Ceiling Light, £99, 
blends modern with traditional style, with a 
clear glass dome showcasing a cluster of light 
strings, and another winner in its collection is 
a Forest Pendant with etched tree design, £19. 

Dar Lighting, which has nationwide stock¬ 
ists, has super pendant lights and I particu¬ 
larly like its Tower Cluster Pendant, RRP 
£118.80. Pared-back designs allow materials to 
shine and B&Q’s Jonas Wire Copper Pendant 
Ceiling Light, £47, is a good example of that 
approach. Urban Cottage Industries, special¬ 
ists in vintage and industrial lighting, which 
offers bespoke lights, has a funky Green Large 
Balloon Light Bulb Cage, from £55.44. Exper¬ 
iment with coloured light with a Philips Hue 
LED Iris Light Colour Changing Mood Smart 
Lamp, £70, B&Q. 

TRICK OF THE LIGHT 

“Lighting should be flexible, so you can zone 
different areas and alter light levels to change 
mood, atmosphere or focus it to better suit a 


specific activity,” says Clarke. “A good scheme 
allows you to instantly reinvent a space - or, 
in increasingly popular open-plan living rooms, 
the areas within the space - without having to 
change a room’s overall layout. 

“There are so many ways to draw the eye. 
Bare bulbs are very much on-trend, as are 
metallic finishes and sculptural shapes. Table 
lights are a really good way to partition areas 
in a room, so a light on a side table behind a 
sofa will create a visual break in an open plan 
room. 

“Do bear in mind colours and surfaces reflect 
and absorb light in different ways. Shiny ma¬ 
terials like satin, silk and metal bounce light 
around a room, whereas darker, denser mate¬ 
rials, such as wool and velvet, soak up light.” 

SEE THE LIGHTS: Show off your style cre¬ 
dentials with lights inspired by the gaudy stars 
of the fairground. The fun Marquee collection 
at Debenhams has a selection: Flamingo Light, 
£150; Burst Star and Rainbow Floor Lights, 
both currently reduced online from £150 to 
£120; Lightening Bolt Floor Light, down from 
£95 to £76, and Cactus Floor Light, currently 
reduced from £125 to £100. 

Laura Ashley’s Odiham Antique Brass Desk 
Lamp, currently £87.50, down from £125, is a 
classic and its matching Sphere Pendant Light 
is £122.50. Adjustable lights are super-useful 
and Marks & Spencer’s Loft Adjustable Task 
Floor Lamp, £99, has a matching Table Lamp, 
£45. 










































Police use lorry 
cab cam to video 
mobile phone use 

MORE than 230 motorists have been caught by mo¬ 
torway police putting lives at risk by using a mobile 
phone at the wheel. 

Officers from the Central Motorway Police Group 
(CMPG) have been using an unmarked lorry cab to 
catch distracted drivers breaking the law on the re¬ 
gion’s motorway network, including the M54, M5, 
M6 and M42. 

The three-week operation coincided with a na¬ 
tional mobile phone enforcement initiative. Between 
November 7 and 14 a total of 233 drivers were fined 
for using a mobile phone at the wheel and 21 others 
were reported for not paying attention to the road, 
including someone watching YouTube. 

Observe 

The CMPG - a partnership between West Mercia, 
Staffordshire and West Midlands police forces - is 
leading the crackdown with Highways England to 
increase road safety. 

The elevated, plain white cab allows officers to ob¬ 
serve unsuspecting lorry drivers and look down on 
motorists in cars or other light vehicles to see if they 
are committing an offence. An officer sat alongside 
the driver is able to video for evidence. 

Studies show driver reaction times when using a 
mobile are 30 per cent slower than someone who is 
just above the drink drive limit. 

Research has also indicated that drivers using mo¬ 
bile phones are four times more likely to be involved 
in a crash involving damage to property or serious 
injury. 


Angry father commits 
first ever crime on island 


A FATHER from Dudley has 
become the first person ever 
to commit a crime on a tiny 
holy island off the Welsh 
coast. 

The 45-year-old holidaymaker 
was seen disciplining his ‘misbe¬ 
having’ seven-year-old son at a 
chocolate factory on Caldey Is¬ 
land, near the popular holiday 
resort of Tenby, a court in Haver¬ 
fordwest was told. 

The father was seen shouting at the 
boy before lifting him up by the throat 
and slapping him on the head, magis¬ 
trates heard. The father, who cannot 
be named for legal reasons, admitted 
assaulting his son after witnesses 
called the police. 

Just 40 monks live on the mile-and-a 
half-long island, which is off the Pem¬ 
brokeshire coast. It is so remote that 
police had to be carried by lifeboat the 
wo miles to the island to make the ar¬ 
rest. The incident was revealed when 
the arrested holidaymaker appeared in 
court on the mainland. 

The holy island has a monastery for 
18 Cistercian monks and a handful of 


By David Banner 


farmers - but with no criminal activ¬ 
ity in living memory. But for the first 
time in September it recorded a sin¬ 
gle crime of violence, which led to the 
Black Country father appearing before 
Haverfordwest Magistrates Court, 
where he admitted assault. 

Mr Dennis Davies, prosecuting, said 
other shocked visitors told police how 
the incident took place as they stood 
outside the chocolate factory on the 
island, which attracts boat loads of 
tourists. 

Shouting 

He said: “The man was said to be 
shouting at the boy before lifting him 
up with an outstretched arm by the 
throat, before putting him down, slap¬ 
ping him on the back of the head and 
frog marching him away.” 

The court heard a visitor shouted 
‘that’s child abuse,’ at the father. Po¬ 
lice were called to the island to arrest 
the 45-year-old. 

He told police his son was ‘being 
naughty and wouldn’t listen’ - and al¬ 
most fell down some steps. 


Mr Davies said: “He told police that 
in no way did he intend to hurt him 
but accepted that he had been unrea¬ 
sonable. He explained that his son had 
ADHD and was on the autistic spec¬ 
trum.” 

Mr Mike Kelleher, defending, said: 
“The boy doesn’t like crowds and 
queuing, and doesn’t see danger as 
others do. 

“The father said his son was misbe¬ 
having and running up and down the 
steps, and he was concerned he would 
hurt himself or others. The father is 
deeply upset and didn’t want to hurt 
his son.” 

The man was released on bail while 
reports are prepared. 

Before the assault, official crime sta¬ 
tistics have recorded a zero for Caldey 
Island for anti-social behaviour, theft, 
burglary, arson, drugs, public order, 
vehicle crime, robbery and possession 
of offensive weapons. 

The island, which has a population 
of 40, has had a monastery for more 
than 1,500 years. The monks observe a 
vow of silence between 7pm and 7am, 
outside usual hours tourists can reach 
the island. The monks were described 
as being concerned by the assault. 


200 officers to be 
taken on to tackle 
cyber crime menace 

WEST Midlands Police will take on 200 officers to tackle 
cyber crime. The recruits will be in addition to 800 new 
officers set to join the force by 2020. 

Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson has 
made tackling cyber crime one of his key priorities over 
the next four years as part of his police and crime plan. 

Mr Jamieson said cyber crime, such as fraud and ter¬ 
rorism, was one of the biggest challenges facing the force 
today. Increasing reports of ‘hidden crimes’, such as do¬ 
mestic violence and child sexual exploitation, and greater 
support for victims are also key targets. 

Mr Jamieson said: “This plan will make sure we crack 
down on traditional crimes and continue to protect the 
public from threats like cyber crime, child sexual exploita¬ 
tion and domestic abuse. The recruitment of 200 specialist 
staff will enable that.” 

Roles 

At the end of August, the force announced it would take 
on more than 1,100 new police officers, PCSOs and other 
staff in its biggest recruitment drive for six years. 

The force, which has lost nearly one fifth of its officers 
since Home Office police cuts started in 2010, said it would 
take on 1,150 new starters over the next three years. 

The posts include 800 new PCs, 200 specialist staff in 
a range of roles, such as investigators, and 150 PCSOs. 

The force, which has lost nearly one fifth of its officers 
since Home Office police cuts started in 2010, will take on 
1,150 new starters over the next three years. From Sep¬ 
tember 2009 up until September 2015 WMP’s workforce 
has reduced from 8,694 to 7,043 - a cut of 1,651 staff. 
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Cyrille Regis with a model of the statue which is to be unveiled in West Bromwich 


Statue is a degree closer 


A LONG-AWAITED statue honouring Al¬ 
bion’s famous ‘Three Degrees’ could be in 
place in West Bromwich town centre for the 
start of next season. 

The plan to honour the Albion legends 
has been hit by delays. 

The businessman behind the project said 
raising £220,000 needed to make the bronze 
statue a reality had taken longer than an¬ 
ticipated but he was hopeful it would be 
ready for next summer. 

Signs went up outside The Hawthorns 
three years ago promising the tribute was 
on the way. 

It was originally hoped it would be ready 
for July 2014. 

The statue of three of the club’s most 
iconic players, Laurie Cunningham, Bren- 
don Batson and Cyrille Regis - collectively 
nicknamed the Three Degrees by manager 


Ron Atkinson after the soul group popular 
at the time - is set to be installed near the 
New Square shopping centre. 

Funding has come from Albion support¬ 
ers and from fundraising events including a 
night hosted by celebrity Baggies fan Frank 
Skinner at Birmingham Town Hall. 

The £1,600 raised from the sale of the 
late Laurie Cunningham’s England cap was 
also put towards the fund. 

The story about how the three were pio¬ 
neers for black players in the 1970s, when 
racism was still rife on the terraces across 
England, featured as part of the Whites vs 
Blacks BBC2 TV documentary broadcast 
this week. It told about the famous Len 
Cantello testimonial match in 1979. 

Mr Cadman said: “The statue is cast. We 
are working to have it unveiled for next 
season.” 



Laurie Cunningham, Brendon Batson and Cyrille Regis with the actual Three Degress in 1979 



CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR FAMILY 
BUT I DON'T HAVE ONE... 

...BOp could ^ive Viov*eless do^s 
^^^lite v*e <k CViYiStvwaS 

New Ye*v d»VmeY 

. to wiate u$ 

M feel loved 


f DONATE 
I §Y TEXT 

XMAS28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070* 

CALL 

0121 643 5211 

§Y POST 

Birmingham Dogs Home 
Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


: ONLINE 


www. bir minghamdogshome. org.uk 

Giving stray dogs happier tomorrows 


*Text costs donation plus a standard rate 


Must get bill payer’s permission. Registered Charity No: 222436 
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The Britannia Inn 

next to Britannia Park, 

18 Rowley Village, Rowley Regis. B65 9AT 
Tel: 0121 559 3415 



HOME COOKED 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Throughout December 

3 COURSES 
FOR £9.99 


MAD MONDAYS 

Throughout January 

2 MAIN MEALS 
FOR £5 

12pm-7pm % < 


NEWLY DECORATED RESTAURANT 


Live Entertainment Fridays 9.00pm - 12.00am 
LARGE FUNCTION ROOM 

for Christmas parties, Functions,Weddings, Christenings, parties etc. 


[ Jfitelligentmove 

II- MB ■ 1 I I I ! ^ I ^ 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY FROM £700 



LANDLORDS take OUP 4 WEEK CHALLENGE 

We will find a tenant within 4 weeks or we cut our fee in half* 

CALL NOW:W2.-\ 500 0012 
113A High Street, West Bromwich B70 GNY 


JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer. 
Conveyancing both Residential 
and Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 


LADIES ONLY GYM 


DECEMBER OFFER 

£ 15.00 

PER MONTH 
NO JOINING FEE! 

CALL FOR DETAILS 


NOW AVAILABLE 

Legs, Bums and Turns Classes 
Also aerobics class 

LADIES CALL NOW 0121 557 7770 


1st floor, Phoenix Works, 

Dudley Road West,Tividale B69 2PJ 
OPEN: Mon - Fri 8.30am - 8pm Sat 9.30am - 2pm 

i www.toneuplounge.co.uk ra 

E: info@toneuplounge.co.uk 




* “BARGAINS FOR EVERYONE’ 

Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions 
& All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 . 

All hard standing 


\tl hqpsj 

Everything for 
[home brewing^ 
and Winemaking} 

27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (opposite tesco) 

01384 620238 www.brewmonkey.co.ukI 



GRAINFATHER HOME BAR EQUIPMENT GIFTS WINEMAKING CIDER 






TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


»Trees carefully pruned 
► Specialist in maintenance 
free gardens 
* Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 

► Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

> Drives * Patios * Paths Building work 


undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at competitive prices 

All work undertaken ^ J 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 5743092 or 07957 368422 





55 =^ 


\l\lhere can y° u 


ofi in _ 


Who a re 


celebrating their 


10 year 


annivetf 

£700? 


. —•—■’' at? 


! service your boiler 


i TV? 


4 ‘ ^ ,-erhasbeenseenon 

5 which adve is , nt to all new clients- 

s ‘ . „ on% discount to 

6 . Who is of fering as for £20? 

no t 100 samosas 

, Where can you ^ 10 

Which gy m v0 u get hot 




CHRONICLE 



BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE 


To advertise your business to over 61,000 local readers 
Please call Roger Harris 01902 319588 

























































EVERYTHING YOU NEED UNDER ONE ROOF! COMPETITIVE PRICES! COME & HAVE A LOOK! 


21 


wj0?. 


p Carrots 10kg £6.00 

v * l^ VLtO Elephant Medium Flour £10.99 

' '-■F < 

Milk 2ltr 79p W 
Wilja Potatoes £5.99 
Onions 25kg £5.99 
Pre Pack Potatoes 20kg £5.99 




Salaam Rice 20kg £15.99 
Coke 6 x 2ltr £6.50 




NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS IN 
FRESH FRUIT & VEG ALSO 
STOCK LEADING BRANDS LIKE 
EAST END, HEERA & KTC 


WIDE SELECTION OF FRESH ASIAN 
VEGETABLES IN STORE EVERY DAY! 


SUPPLIERS TO CHIP SHOPS & 
WHOLESALERS 




. . express M© STfa 


..^ 


Signal. 





f 


M 


Specialists in Authentic Vegetarian 
& Non Vegetarian Disnes 


1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosas for £20 
Curries from £3 
Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 


CATERING 
SERVICES 
for all 
functions 
large or small 


287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 


w *wer»<' b ' 
the P nZ j 


over- 

e"«V°P ene L^be^'" „„ t be 


iiEiKr^fr 




Celebrating our scfj 
10 Year Anniversary * 

Come and join us for mulled wine and ^ 
mince pies on Sunday 4th December ^ 
10am-4pm and see our wide range | 
of gifts, flowers, wreaths and much ^ 
much more Jtf, 


I 


10% off 


everything in store on 
this date only 

mm EH mm 






& REPAIR 


BOILER REPAIR SPECIALIST 

• Landlord/Home-owner 
Gas Safety Checks • 

BOILER SERVICING AT 

£45.00 inc. VAT 

For more info call Roger on: 

07974 653 770 01384 413446 

or visit website: 

www.blackcountryboilerrepairs.co.uk 




FERROLI 

WORCESTER 

IDEAL 

BAXI 


VAILLANT 

MAIN 

POTTERTON 

BIASI 


/safe 


Sherborne Wharf 


THE ORIGINAL 


Search For Santa 


EVERY DAY FROM 1ST 
DECEMBER THROUGH TO 
CHRISTMAS EVE 


All trips depart from The International Convention Centre 

Every child receives a gift, babies under 12 months 
go free and we do not allow unaccompanied adults! 

PRICES HELD FOR 2016 

Tickets £9.50 each Parties Special Price £8.50 each 

(of 15 people or more) Booking is essential to avoid 
disappointment It’s never too early - it could be too late! 



HERITAGE 

mm nFRS lUajar 


BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS LTD 


Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


GOLDEN 
GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £65 


Concrete Blocks 90p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 


Heads Above 

Professional Affordable Mobile Hairdressing 
Offering 20% Off to All New Clients 

(Min Spend £20.00) 

Call Lynne on 07719 736 958 

To Book Your Appointment Now! 

Available: Days/Evenings/Weekends 


x Carmricatians 

CRACKED CREEK? 


We unlock 

Buy and sell old and new hand sets and tablets 


10 High St, Blackheath B65 ODT 

TELEPHONE: 0121 561 4121 



BLUE/PLUMB SLATE TIMBER 


7x2 £2.40 mtr 6x2 £2.00 mtr 
4x2 £1.65 mtr 3x2 £1.35 mtr 


AGGREGATES 

Bulk bag building sand 

Bulk bag sharp sand 

Bulk bag ballast “J 

Bulk bag Hardcore mEflS 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 


BESPOKE * 
FENCE PANELS 
MADE TO 
MEASURE 


www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, 
hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden 
gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 


T u i 


*— ^ 5 

t • r r 

CAKE 


For all your baking needs and 
celebration cakes ...pop in and see us 
3 Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 0121 448 2494 

Open: Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5pm, Sat- 9am- 2 pm 


Hjffimi winter Chec3| 


T/C Apply 
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GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Casual Slip-on 
BMK Black 
BMR Brown 


Leather Shoes with Leather Soles 


Chelsea Boots 
CCR Brown 
CCK Black 


Penny Loafer 
LFK Black 
LFR Brown 


4s* 


BOX 

Black 


Oxford 

Shoe 



• All styles feature fine leather uppers and leather soles plus, the soles are hand- 

• stitched as well as glued - a unique feature not found in other shoes at this great 

• price. Buy any pair from this quality range of shoes and boots and choose a 

• second pair, any style, any colour, free of charge. Sizes: 5, 6, 6V2, 7, 71/2, 8, 8V2, 
9,9%, 10, 11, 12, 13. 



Traditional Brogue 
BBR Brown 
BBK Black 



Only £79.99 Was £149.99 


Vintage DAB/FM Digital Radio 


Retro design meets cutting edge technology in this attractive 1950s style DAB radio. The radio delivers 
crystal clear sound quality in FM and DAB, and there’s an automatic channel searching function to make 
finding any station easy. You can even pre-set up to 10 stations on DAB and FM so that you can instantly 
select your favourite channel. 

It can be powered by battery as well as via the mains adaptor. The radio displays the time and date and 
allows you to set up to two separate alarms. Easily portable thanks to the carry handle. Measures: 26 x 13 
x 18cm. Requires 5 x C batteries for portable function. 

D1840 2 x C Batteries £3.49 


D9290 

Red 


D9292 

Cream 


D9293 
Duck Egg 
Blue 


D9294 

Navy 


D9295 
Dark Green 


D9820 

Black 




From only £34.99 


Viners Saute Pan 


Only £29.99 Was £69.99 


Perfect for family meals and one-pot cooking, this large 3.96 litre 
capacity non-stick pan is a great addition to your kitchen cookware. 
Sauteing and frying meals has never been easier with the non-stick 
ceramic interior. The pan is made from induction-compatible stainless 
steel with a glass lid. It is dishwasher-safe and suitable for use on all 
hob types. Use in the oven without the lid. Comes with a five-year 
guarantee. Diameter: 30cm. 

D8552 Viners Saute Pan 


Only £59.99 Was £119.99 


This wooden turntable with built in speakers allows you to enjoy all 
of your old records and convert them to digital files on your PC via 
a USB cable. Play and transfer your 33, 45, and 78 RPM records, 
there’s even an RCA output jack so you can connect the turntable 
to your home stereo system. The turntable comes with Audacity 
software that will guide you through the steps to convert into digital; 
the software will automatically separate the tracks into individual 
files. Dimensions: L42.5cm x W36.5cm x HI0.5cm. Weight: 3.3kg. 
USB cable: 142cm. Adaptor cable: 155cm. Mains operated. 

G0203 Wooden Turntable 


This 50x600 refractor telescope provides crystal clear detail. 
Featuring a 600mm focal length, 50mm aperture, two eyepieces 
and a useful 2x24 finder scope. Its aluminium tripod adjusts from 
78cm to 132cm in height. Measures L59 x W42cm. 

With the powerful 76x700 reflector Telescope you can view lunar 
craters, planets and star clusters. Featuring a 1.5X erector lens and 
varying eyepieces, the SR4 H12.5mm for 56x magnification, SR4 
H20mm for 35x magnification and the 3X Barlow lens triples the 
magnification of the aforementioned lenses. A 5x24 finder scope 
is included and the aluminium tripod adjusts from 87cm to 130cm 
high. Measures L68 xW50cm. Both models come with lens covers. 
D6815, 50x600 Silver Telescope £34.99 Was £79.99 Save £45 
D5770 50x600 Black Telescope £34.99 Was £79.99 Save £45 
D5771, 76x700 Black Telescope £74.99 Was £159.99 Save £85 
D6816, 76x700 Silver Telescope £74.99 Was £159.99 Save £85 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 67860 
8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 22nd August and 22nd November 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (67860), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


Or please debit my card £_ 


Start r 
date: L 


. Tel. (for queries only)_ 


_EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No _ 


Expiry [ 
date: L 


Security r 
Number: L 


"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Scilly Isles & Ere 

Items marked 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£9.95** 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 


**Due to product weight and courier limitations we 
are unable to deliver outside mainland UK, to Scottish 
Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 































































































Roachford 

See Page 25 


James are 
back - Page 25 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON CHRISTMAS 

OPENING 
HOURS 


65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 



fl 


% 


m 





Christmas Eve 
10am - 12am 
(Karaoke 8pm till late) 
Christmas Day 
11am - 2pm 
Boxing Day 
12pm - 11pm 
New Year’s Eve, 

Day 10am - 4pm 
New Year’s Eve, 
Night7pm - Late 
(Karaoke/Disco - Till late) 


Selection of Real Ales including: 

Bathams, Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 

Wye Valley and many more! 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON^ 

LOYALTY CARD 


10p back for every £1.00 spent on your loyalty card 

JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

lOp back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 
Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 
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Listings for December 2-8 


Queen’s HeluJ 



CHRISTMAS DAY CARVERY LUNCH 

SUNDAY 25th DECEMBER 
BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

12pm - 2pm £40.00 Adults 3 Course Lunch £15.00 Children 
4 deposit of £20 per adult and £10 per child required on booking 


0121 585 8228 

Birmingham Street, Halesowen B63 3HN 





""tel: 07793 544 959 


[GRAND] 

IOPEN1N6J 


I FRESHLY SQUEEZE 
i ORANGE JUICE 

■ when you present this voucher-one per person- I 

Terms and conditions apply ' 


Ie Y 

fU 





\mv. 


NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
USED SCOOTERS from £300 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTSfrom £1,100 
\ WHEELCHAIRS from £99 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 
A44 QA. 07Q0K0 OPENMON-SAT 
v 1 004 O i FREE PARKING at rear 




Roy 

Wood 



Thursday, 8pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 

The Wizzard from Brum is bringing his 
rock ‘n’ roll band - so expect to See 
My Baby Jive before everyone joins 
in with I Wish It Could Be Christmas 
Every Day. 

See therobin.co.uk 


Kate 

Tempest 



Sunday, 7pm 

02 Institute 2, Birmingham 
The forthright poet and rapper, who 
recently released her second album 
Let Them Eat Chaos, brings tales of 
desperation from the streets of London. 
See academymusicgroup.com/o2insti 
tutebirmingham 


Primal 

Scream 



Sunday, 7pm 
02 Institute, Birmingham 
The venue will be taken to a funky-elec- 
tro-psych meltdown with Glaswegian 
rock god Bobby Gillespie (pictured) 
still at the helm after 34 years. 

See academymusicgroup.com/o2in 
stitutebirmingham 


Josh 

Widdicombe 



Thursday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 
‘What Do I Do’ asks the Devonian 
comedian following his most success¬ 
ful year to date, starring in his own 
TV sit-com Josh and as a regular on 
Channel 4 show The Last Leg. 

See wolvescivic.co.uk 


ROCK 
& METAL 

The Subterraneans 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, B3 
1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Fleetwood Bac - The 
Fleetwood Mac Tribute Show 

Tonight, £8 - £10 

The RoadHouse Bimingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Into The Shadows 

Tonight, £12.50 
Huntingdon Hall, CrownGate 
Shopping Centre, Worcester, 

WR1 3LD. 

Call 01905 611427 

Gordon Hendricks - 
The Ultimate Elvis Tribute 

Tonight - Sun, £22.50 
Theatre on the Steps, Bridgnorth, 
WV16 4BD. 

Call 01746 766477 

The Beat 

Tomorrow, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HP 
Call 01902 552122 

Darkside performing The Pink 
Floyd... 

Tomorrow, 

Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1RD. 

Call 01902 552122 

The Born Again Beatles + 
support 

Tomorrow, £6 - £7 

The RoadHouse Bimingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

From The Jam performing The 
History of the The Jam’s Singles 
including B Sides’ 

Tomorrow, £20 - £22.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Smyths - The Songs That 
Saved Your Life Tour 

Tomorrow, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Eliza and the Bear 

Sun, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Against Me! 

Tue, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Bullet For My Valentine 

Tue - Wed, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Pure Improv: Muso Jam Night 

Thu, Free 

The RoadHouse Bimingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Story So Far 

Thu, 

Total Uprawr, The Asylum, Bir¬ 
mingham, B19 3LS. 

Call 0121 233 1109 

The Bootleg Beatles 

Thu, £29.50 

Symphony Hall, The International 
Convention Centre, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Placebo 

Thu, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Roy Wood Rock & Roll Band 

Thu, £20 - £22 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

One Night of Rock 

Thu, £27.44 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

POP 

Rod Stewart 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Iconic 80s Christmas Party 
Night 

Tonight, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY81JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

The Frankie Valli Story - 
Jersey Boys feat. Stephen 
James 

Wed, £8-£10 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Joe Longthorne 

Thu, £19 

Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1 RD. 

Call 01902 552122 

Meilyr Jones + special guests 

Thu, £9 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

CLASSICAL 

Festive Nights at 
Drayton Manor Hotel 

Tonight - Thu, 

Drayton Manor, 

Fazeley, 

Tamworth, 

B78 3TW. 

Call 0844 472 1950 


Viennese Christmas 
by Candlelight 

Thu, 

St. Paul’s, St. Pauls Square, 
Birmingham, B3 1QZ. 

See http://londonconcertante. 
com/concerts.http 

JAZZ. SOUL. FUNK 

MOTOWN & REGGAE 

UB40 - Ultimate 40 

Tomorrow, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Faulkner 

Tue - Wed, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Up4 The Downstroke 

Thu, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

CLUBBING 

Break Stuff 

Tomorrow, £4 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. Call 01782 214991 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

The Dylan Project 

Thu, £20 

Huntingdon Hall, CrownGate 
Shopping Centre, Worcester, 

WR1 3LD. 

Call 01905 611427 

COMEDY 

From Ibiza To 
The Norfolk Broads 

Tonight, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Catherine Tate Show - Live 

Tonight, 

Wolves Civic, WV1 1 RD. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Jimmy Carr: The Best Of, 
Ultimate Gold, Greatest 
Hits Tour 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Wolves Civic, WV1 1 RD. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Christmas Oueens featuring 
Michelle Visage 

Wed, 

02 Institute Birmingham, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 631 1800 


Josh Widdicombe: 

What Do I Do Now 

Thu, 

Wolves Civic, WV1 1 RD. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

THEATRE 

Treasure Island 

Tonight - Thu, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Sunny Afternoon 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

An Evening with Archers 
actress Sunny Ormonde 

Tomorrow, £14 

Artrix, Slideslow Dr, 1527871580, 
Sat 03 Dec, £14.00 
http://artrix.co.uk/whats-on/thea- 
tre-dance/an-evening-with-arch- 
ers-actress-sunny-ormonde/ 

A Christmas Carol 

Tomorrow - Thu, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Qjctpi' Art 

Mon - Thu, £33.60 - £44.80 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

City Songbirds at Christmas 

Mon - Wed, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Keep Dancing 

Tue - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, Birming¬ 
ham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0121 643 5536 

ART & 

CULTURE 

Art Lates :: Bubbles & Blues 

Tomorrow, 

Birmingham Museums Art 
Gallery, 

B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 348 8007 

Florentine Arts Ensemble: 
Dahl’s Norwegian Landscape 

Tonight, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, 

B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Birmingham Wine Tasting 
Experience Day ‘World of 
Wine’ with Wine Unearthed 

Tomorrow, £89 

Bank Restaurant & Bar, 

Brindleyplace, 

Birmingham, 

B1 2JB. 

Call 0121 633 4466 


War Artists Lecture Series 

Tomorrow, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Christmas Food & Craft Fayre 

Tomorrow, 

Weston Park, 
Weston-under-Lizard, 

Shifnal, TF11 8LE. 

Call 01952 852100 

Seasonal markets 

Tomorrow, 

Croome, High Green, Worcester, 
WR8 9DW. 

Call 01905 371006 

Sleeping Beauty - The 
Pantomime of Dreams 

Tomorrow, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Cellar Tour 

Tomorrow, 

Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, 
WS13 7AD. 

Call 01543 306260 

Christmas crafts 

Tomorrow, 

Croome, High Green, Worcester, 
WR8 9DW. 

Call 01905 371006 

Christmas Celebrations 

Tomorrow, 

Museum of the Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham, B18 6HA. 

Call 0121 554 3598 

A Night of Miracles 

Tomorrow, 

Stourbridge Town Hall, DY8 1YE. 
Call 01384 812960 

Ludlow Orchestra 

Tomorrow, 

Ludlow Assembly Rooms, SY8 
1AZ. 

Call 01584 878141 

Ex Cathedra: Christmas 
Music by Candlelight 

Tomorrow, 

St Peter’s Collegiate Church, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1TY. 

Call 01902 422642 

Sunday Classics 

Sun, 

Spotted Dog, 

Digbeth, 

Birmingham, 

B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Christmas Creations 

Sun, £4 - £6 
RBSA Gallery, 

Birmingham, 

B3 ISA 

Call 0121 236 4353 

Reindeer Mask Decorating 

Sun, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 

Birmingham, 

B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215727300 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Sit Down and get 
up for James gig 



Tim Booth, centre, as James play one of the festival dates that have made them perennial British rock scene favourites 


MANCHESTER indie rock heroes 
James are in concert at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Civic Hall on Wednesday, follow¬ 
ing their most successful year since 
the band reunited in 2007. 

The festival favourites fronted by 
Tim Booth, who first got together in 
1982, have won a loyal legion of fans 
with such rock anthems as Sit Down, 
Come Home, Sound and She’s A Star. 


The band’s latest album, Girl At 
The End Of The World, went straight 
into the UK album charts at no2, sec¬ 
ond only to Adele. 

Glastonbury 

In a career yielding 14 studio al¬ 
bums, the group has sold more than 
12 millions albums worldwide and 
have become regulars on the festival 


circuit, including V and this year’s 
Glastonbury. 

Yorkshire-born frontman Booth, a 
former Shrewsbury School pupil, is 
now based in California. “We moved 
here to take some of that Californian 
laid back optimism,” says Booth. “It’s 
starting to seep in. It takes a while to 
get over the more wired English edg¬ 
iness that is still probably with us.” 



Encore for 
Roachford 

ANDREW Roachford arrived on the UK music 
scene in the late 1980s with the hits Cuddly 
Toy and Family Man as the linchpin of the band 
that carried his surname. 

Raised in south London to West Indian parents, he was 
born into a musical family and first hit the road at the age 
of 14 gigging with his jazz saxophonist uncle Bill Roachford. 

“I was in the middle of that whole jazz scene which was an 
interesting education,” he says. “It taught me musically, how 
to listen and how to entertain. My uncle always told me that 
you had to give people a show.” 

Signed to a seven-album deal with Columbia Records, 
Roachford went on to become that record label’s biggest sell¬ 
ing domestic act for more than ten years. 

Andrew Roachford also became an in-demand songwriter 
for such as Michael Jackson and Chaka Khan. 

Recent years have seen him writing and singing on top sell¬ 
ing dance tracks and touring with Mike And The Mechanics. 

“I’m always pushing myself as an artist,” he says. “When 
it comes to songwriting, I naturally gravitate to digging deep. 
That’s how it works for me.” 

His latest album, Encore, was released in the summer and 
his latest single was a funked-up version of Bill Withers soul 
classic Ain’t No Sunshine. 

Roachford is in concert at Bilston’s Robin 2 venue on Tues¬ 
day. Support comes from Birmingham singer-songwriter 
Rosie O’Sullivan. 


Civic in comedy 
heroes hat-trick 

IT’S a big week for comedy with 
Catherine Tate following up her 
show at the Barclaycard Are¬ 
na last night (Wednesday) by 
bringing such characters as Nan 
Taylor, Geordie Georgie and, if 
she can be bowered, sulky teen¬ 
ager Lauren Cooper to Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall tomorrow 
(Friday). She will be assisted by 
Gavin & Stacey actor Mathew 
Horne. 

Gag-machine Jimmy Carr 
brings his ‘Best of, Ultimate, 
Gold, Greatest Hits Tour’ to the 
Civic for consecutive nights on 
Saturday and Sunday. The Last 
Leg regular Josh Widdicombe 
completes a comedy hat-trick for 
the Civic on December 8. 


Keep Dancing with 
Louis and Robin 

STRICTLY speaking it’s not 
officially endorsed by a certain 
Beeb ballroom blockbuster, but 
fans of fancy movers may well 
enjoy Keep On Dancing at New 
Alexandra Theatre from Tues¬ 
day to Saturday, December 10. 

The Birmingham venue hosts 
a latin and ballroom dancing 
spectacular featuring 2012 
Strictly Come Dancing winner 
and Olympic gymnast Louis 
Smith. Among the professional 
dancers is former Strictly fa¬ 
vourite Robin Windsor. 

With guest singers between 
the jives, tangos and salsas, the 
show is from the same team 
behind hit shows Spirit Of The 
Dance and Puttin’ On The Ritz. 


Jam packed with 
hits at the Robin 

MORE than a tribute band, 
From The Jam featuring orig¬ 
inal Jam bassist Bruce Foxton 
will play all his former band’s 
singles, including B sides, at the 
Robin 2 in Bilston on Saturday 
night. 

Other key gigs include Brum 
shoegazers Jaws back home in 
Digbeth at the Rainbow Ware¬ 
house tomorrow (Friday). 

Heavy metal outfit Bullet 
for My Valentine focus on new 
album Venom at the 02 Acad¬ 
emy, Birmingham, on Tuesday, 
returning the following night to 
perform 2005 album The Poi¬ 
son. Influential rockers Pixies 
have sold out 02 Academy on 
Thursday, December 8. 





NEW YEAR’S EVE 

FAMILY 

disco fr 

PARTY 

including Buffet with 

Balloons, Hats, Party Poppers etc 1 

Adults £15.00pp 
Children £7.50pp 

(Under 14) 


BANQUETING SUITES 


Birmingham Street, Halesowen B63 3HN. 
0121 602 0202 

www.benJaminsbanquet.co.uk 


Thm M^nXQ)ll(a l b on o\ 

FREE FUNCTION ROOM 

Seats 10 to 150 people 

Ideal for Weddings , Christenings , 

Birthdays , Anniversaries , Wakes and more 

Sunday 
Homemade 
Roast 

Adult £5.00 Child £3.50 

^ Bassnage Road, Halesowen B63 4HB 0121 585 9395 


all 

catering 
with this 
voucher % 




^7 < 


IHUR 24/11/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 02/12/16 
DAVE GOLDING 
SAT 03/12/16 
THE DISCO DISCIPLES 
SUN 04/12/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 05/12/16 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 06/12/16 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 07/12/16 
ADRIAN MICHAELS 
THUR 08/12/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


iHE 




DAILY WRY 

£3.45 


We also serve 

GREAT 1 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 




12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 
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thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 3 


CHOICE 



Scott Bakula 


NCIS: New Orleans 
(Channel 5,8pm) 

Last week, Merri Brody 
appeared to fall for the man 
that mothers warn their 
daughters about, the one that is 
too good to be true. Homeland 
Security Agent John Russo, who 
was part of the investigation 
when Brody tracked evidence in 
the death of an Army general 
back to Washington DC, set up 
shop in New Orleans, giving him 
a cover for his drug smuggling 
operation. In tonight’s explosive 
season two finale, the NCIS 
team are partnered with 
Homeland on the case of a 
murdered Navy diver, and there 
are implications that indicate a 
link to a terrorist attack on the 
Big Easy. Percy eventually finds 
some of those explosives that 
are wired and ready to blow. But 
can she work quick enough to 
defuse the bomb? 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: 
UK Championship. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.25 Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.55 
BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Soap stars 
Joe Swash and John Altman, Nick 
Pickard and Ali Bastian, Victoria 
Bush and Zaraah Abrahams, and 
Sharon Maughan and Tina Hobley 
take part in the quiz show. (R) 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. The five 
remaining couples bring a taste of 
Broadway to the studio, as 
Musicals Week arrives in the 
ballroom. The lyrical extravaganza 
gets under way as the presenters 
and judges join the contestants on 
the dance-floor for a big opening 
number. However, the more 
pressing matter of this week’s 
competitive performances quickly 
overtakes proceedings, as the pro¬ 
celebrity duos seek to dazzle 
judges Len Goodman, Darcey 
Bussell, Craig Revel Horwood and 
Bruno Tonioli with routines from 
hit shows. With the final looming 
ever closer, the pressure is on. As 
always, once the dances are 
complete, voting lines will open, 
giving members of the public a 
chance to have their say on this 
evening’s performances. 

8.00 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 
Michael invites Sarah Millican to 
take to the stage, and singer- 
songwriter Tom Odell also 
performs. Plus, Westlife’s Shane 
Filan spring a surprise on this 
week’s Unexpected Star. 

9.00 Casualty. Ethan struggles to bury 
his feelings for Alicia, as she and 
Cal become increasingly intimate, 
while Charlie and Duffy announce 
their relationship. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents the all-important 
winning numbers. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League games; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.45 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks at the major stories shaping 
the NFL world. 

12.1 5 Film: Dragonfly. (2002) 1 .55 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Film: Mighty Joe Young. (1949) 

7.30 Film: Ray Harryhausen: Special 
Effects Titan. (2011) 9.00 Natural World: 
Chimps of the Lost Gorge. (R) 10.00 
Secret Britain. (R) 11.00 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 12.00 The Best Dishes 
Ever. (R) 12.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of 
British. (R) 1.30 Film: Rebecca. (1940) 
Romantic thriller, with Laurence Olivier 
and Joan Fontaine. 3.35 Flog It! 4.30 
Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

6.00 International Rugby Union. 
England v Australia. John 
Inverdale presents highlights from 
Twickenham, where the autumn 
international schedule was 
completed with this match against 
the touring Wallabies. England 
coach Eddie Jones picked the 
uncapped Sale full-back Mike 
Haley, Saracens fly-half Alex 
Lozowski, Bath lock Charlie Ewels, 
Harlequins prop Kyle Sinckler, 
Wasps forward Nathan Hughes 
and Worcester centre Ben Te’o for 
this series. Northampton flanker 
Tom Wood also returned to the 
squad amid an injury crisis in the 
back row, with Gloucester pair Ben 
Morgan and Jonny May, alongside 
Bath second row Dave Attwood, 
also coming back into the fold. 
Commentary by Andrew Cotter 
and Brian Moore. 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Coverage of the second semi-final 
on the 11th day at the Barbican 
Centre in York, as the prestigious 
ranking tournament continues. At 
this stage of last year’s event, Neil 
Robertson produced an 
outstanding performance to 
whitewash Mark Selby, as he 
progressed to the showpiece 
match with a 6-0 victory. 

Presented by Hazel Irvine, with a 
commentary team that includes 
Steve Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen 
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis 
Taylor, and John Virgo. 
Subsequent programmes are 
subject to change. 

10.00 Mock the Week. James Acaster, 
Rob Beckett, Ed Gamble, Sara 
Pascoe and John Robins join host 
Dara 0 Briain and regular Hugh 
Dennis. (R) 

10.30 Film: The Dresser. Drama based 
on Ronald Harwood’s successful 
play, about an ageing actor and his 
personal assistant. Starring 
Anthony Hopkins. (R) 

12.15 Film: III Manors. ( 2012 ) 2.10This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 6.40 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.25 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.30 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Looped. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Film: Carry On Girls. (1973) 11.10 
All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 11.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.05 Judge Rinder. (R) 

1 .05 Cash Trapped. (R) 2.05 Film: St 
Trinian’s. ( 2007 ) Comedy, starring 
Rupert Everett. 4.00 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 4.20 The Chase. (R) 5.25 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.40 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. Ben 

Shephard presents the celebrity 
quiz, in which contestants Harry 
Redknapp, Denise Van Outen and 
Audley Harrison answer questions 
to win turns on an arcade-style 
machine. Last in the series. 

7.00 Meet the Parents. Manchester’s 
Olivia Davidson-Slack, and Will 
Oakley from Southampton 
interview the families of potential 
sweethearts in the unorthodox 
dating show. Last in the series. 
8.00 The X Factor. The tension reaches 
fever pitch as the semi-finals 
arrive, and the four remaining acts 
are once again called to perform in 
front of judges Louis Walsh, 
Sharon Osbourne, Nicole 
Scherzingerand Simon Cowell. 
Each of the live show rounds to 
date could have resulted in any of 
today’s semi-finallists leaving the 
competition, and it’s that wealth of 
experience each of the competitors 
will be hoping to draw upon as 
they tackle their most meaningful 
challenge to date. 

9.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity challenge, as the famous 
faces’ ordeal in the Australian 
jungle draws tantalisingly close to 
its conclusion. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Film: 10,000 BC. (2008)Ayoung 
mammoth-hunter crosses the 
wilderness to rescue his lover and 
fellow villagers from slave raiders. 
Prehistoric fantasy adventure, 
starring Steven Strait. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Gillette World Sport. 6.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Frasier. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. 
(R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 10.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Deal or No Deal. 

1.25 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 Jamie’s 
Super Food. (R) 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 China: Between Clouds and 
Dreams. The documentary 
exploring the private side of life in 
China concludes, as novice monk 
Gama begins his studies at the 
country’s largest Tibetan 
monastery. Wumingsi is home to 
20,000 monks and nuns, and 
Gama befriends one who is 
dedicated to saving the rare snow 
leopard. In central China, reporter 
Xu leads a band of volunteers in a 
desperate struggle against 
“electro-fishing”, which involves 
the mass killing offish using 
electricity. However, Xu’s struggle 
results in a humiliating personal 
attack against him by the People’s 
Daily. Meanwhile, in Beijing, four 
young journalists eagerly await the 
results of a national competition. 
Last in the series. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
and Alex Langlands visit Essex to 
investigate the earthwork remains 
of a Tudor fort, and spot a German 
U-boat stranded in a creek. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 Film: Now You See Me. (2013) 
Four magicians use their lavish 
stage shows as cover for a series 
of seemingly impossible heists, 
and give away the money they 
steal to their audiences. An FBI 
agent assembles a team of experts 
to discover how the baffling 
robberies are committed and what 
the secret agenda behind the 
crime spree is. Crime thriller, 
starring Jesse Eisenberg. 

11.15 Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation. (2013) 
An elite military team battles a 
terrorist organisation that has 
replaced the US president with an 
imposter. Action adventure sequel, 
with Dwayne Johnson. 

1.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.25 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.20 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 5.15 
Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.25 Film: This Christmas. 
(2007) 1.35 Film: A Fairytale Christmas. 
(2013) Romantic drama, starring C 
Thomas Howell and Haylie Duff. 3.20 
Film: A Belle for Christmas. (2014) 
Premiere. Family adventure, starring 
Dean Cain. 5.10 Film: Mrs Miracle. 
(2009) Family drama, starring Doris 
Roberts. 

7.05 NCIS. Three similar execution- 
style killings take place, and the 
team discovers one of the victims 
was going through a messy 
divorce. His widow falls under 
suspicion of committing the first 
two crimes to mask the murder of 
her husband - but, unfortunately 
for the agents, she has an alibi. 
Starring Michael Weatherly. (R) 
8.00 NCIS: New Orleans. The team’s 
efforts to track down 900lbs of 
stolen explosives are stalled when 
a bomb goes off in the city. The 
amount used still leaves the 
unknown terrorists with enough 
high explosive to level a large 
portion of the city. When Russo 
reveals Homeland Security knew 
the attack was orchestrated by a 
gang of South African 
mercenaries, Brody is forced to 
question what her new lover’s real 
agenda might be. The situation 
becomes even more awkward 
when it becomes clear Russo has 
been involved in a string of cases 
that resulted in mysterious 
fatalities. While Pride and Sonja 
head out in search of the 
remaining explosives, Brody 
works together with Patton and 
Sebastian to investigate her new 
boyfriend’s credentials. Naval 
crime drama, guest starring Ivan 
Sergei. Last in the series. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship. 

10.20 Film: The Frozen Ground. (2013) 
Premiere. A state trooper tries to 
bring a serial killer to justice with 
the help of the only woman to 
escape from him. Fact-based 
crime drama, with Nicolas Cage. 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Boy Who 
Can’t Stay Awake. (R) 4.00 Celebrity 
Botched Up Bodies. (R) 4.50 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Roman Britain: ATimewatch Guide 
8.00 Egypt’s Lost Queens 9.00 Modus 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 198211.45 
Reggae at the BBC 1.15 Old Grey Whistle 
Test: Reggae Concert from the Edinburgh 
Festival 2.00 Sounds of the 70s 2.30 
How Quizzing Got Cool: TV’s Brains of 
Britain 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

12.30 Celebrity Catchphrase 1.30 You’ve 
Been Framed Gold at Christmas! 3.05 
Film: Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure 
( 2011 ) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: 
Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure ( 2011 ) 
4.55 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 
6.25 Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor ( 2008 ) 7.25 FYI Daily 

7.30 Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor (2008) 8.30 Scorpion 

9.30 The Xtra Factor Live 10.00 Family 
Guy 10.35 I’m a Celebrity: Extra Camp 
11.35 Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 

I. 05 Film: American Pie ( 1999 ) 2.05 FYI 
Daily 2.10 Film: American Pie ( 1999 ) 
2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 40 Foyle’s War 5.50 A Touch of Frost 
8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 The Booze Cruise 
11.10 Lewis 1.15 Wycliffe 2.15 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.10 Pawn Stars 2.00 Film: All Quiet on 
the Western Front ( 1979 ) 3.00 FYI Daily 
3.05 Film: All Quiet on the Western Front 
( 1979 ) 5.05 Fishing Impossible 6.10 
Storage Wars 7.10 Film: Police Academy 
2 : Their First Assignment ( 1985 ) 8.10 FYI 
Daily 8.15 Film: Police Academy 2 : Their 
First Assignment ( 1985 ) 9.00 Film: 16 
Blocks ( 2006 ) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: 16 Blocks ( 2006 ) 11.05 Film: 
Universal Soldier: Regeneration ( 2009 ) 
12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 Film: Universal 
Soldier: Regeneration ( 2009 ) 1.00 Car 
Crash Global 2.00 Hell on Wheels 
E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs 1.30 Film: Clueless 
( 1995 ) 3.30 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.50 
The Big Bang Theory 7.20 Film: The 
Twilight Saga: New Moon ( 2009 ) 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Gogglebox 12.05 The 
lnbetweenersl.10 Rude Tube 3.10 New 
Girl 4.55 Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 20 Million Miles to Earth ( 1957 ) 
1.00 Epic (2013)3.05 Carry On 
Constable (1960 ) 4.50 Congo (1995 ) 
7.05 Men in Black ( 1997 ) 9.00 Taken 2 
(2012) 10.50 Horns (2013) 1.10 Hellboy 
(2004) 3.35 Close 
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Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ALL HOLIDAYS INCLUDE £100pp° EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT 


Quote Codes KUH257 


8 days, by AIR 


£999 


Departing 
Sunday 2 July 
2017 

Join us for a superb-value 
Croatian getaway to the 
‘pearl of the Adriatic’ with 
optional excursions to Mon¬ 
tenegro’s Kotor Bay area 
and a galleon cruise round 
the Elaphite islands. This 
great-value break includes 
flights and transfers, choice 
of 3 star hotel with break¬ 
fast, dinner and Croatian 
magic as standard. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter 
from Birmingham airport to Dubrovnik 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Cavtat, Cavtat 
(3 star Hotel Astarea, Mlini available at a supplement) 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 
Montenegro and Elaphiti Island Cruise 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 

or to book, please call: U I9 a«* 0/9UU 




Quote Code: RCG332 


4 star Summer in the 

AUSTRIAN MOUNTAINS 

staying in Lech 

Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from 
Birmingham airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Hotel St Anthonys Alpin, Lech 
with breakfast 

✓ Tea, coffee and afternoon cake 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


SORRENTO 
SUMMER SPECIAL 

Departing Friday 23 June 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Outbound flight to Naples on a scheduled flight and return on 
an Omega charter to Birmingham 1 

✓ 8 nights at the 3 star Hotel Florida, Sorrento with hot 
buffet breakfast 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 

Isle of Capri, Pompeii and Amalfi Drive (Positano, Amalfi and Ravello) 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 

View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com :QM2< 

8 days, by AIR 

PP 

9 days, by AIR 

From 

}pp 


f We have included the current flight price as of 16 November 2016 within the above 
price may vary. The final price will be confirmed 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ « 

OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols 


package price. Should the cost of flights change the package 
to you at time of booking. 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. °When you 
book before 31 December 2016. Omega Holidays reserves the right 
to remove this offer at any time. 














































thefastticket 


SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 4” 


CHOICE 



Ant and Dec 


I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

It is now 21 long days since this 
year’s batch of famous faces - 
Adam Thomas, Carol 
Vorderman, Joel Dommett, 
Jordan Banjo, Larry Lamb, Lisa 
Snowdon, Ola Jordan, Sam 
Quek, Scarlett Moffatt and 
Wayne Bridge - entered the New 
South Wales jungle. Tonight, Ant 
and Dec present the final of the 
celebrity survival challenge as 
the last remaining celebs 
complete their ordeal. As usual 
the presenters will be springing 
a few last-day surprises on the 
contestants, including, no 
doubt, the infamous annual 
eating challenge and another 
daily task. Which of the final 
line-up will succeed Vicky 
Pattison and be crowned King 
or Queen of the Jungle this 
evening? 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Nigel Benn. 11.00 

Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 

Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 

Escape to the Country. (R) 1.45 FA Cup 

Final Score. 4.20 Planet Earth II. (R) 

5.20 Songs of Praise. 5.55 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. The team explores 
Lincolnshire, where John Craven 
meets a farmer harvesting sprouts 
in time for Christmas and finds out 
about an attempt to cross-breed 
the traditional festive vegetable 
with kale. Anita Rani discovers 
how robots are being used to pull 
up weeds, reducing the need for 
chemicals, and Ellie Harrison visits 
abandoned RAF buildings that are 
now home to bats. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present the results of 
last night’s show and reveal who 
will not be going through to the 
semi-finals. Featuring music from 
Elaine Paige. 

8.00 Planet Earth II. Wildlife that 
inhabit the world’s grasslands, 
exploring how animals adapt to 
survive in areas that endure some 
of the most dramatic seasonal 
changes seen in the world. 

9.00 My Mother and Other Strangers. 
Rose’s sister Vera arrives in 
Moybeg for her annual visit and 
takes a liking to Captain Dreyfuss, 
forcing Rose to open up about her 
feelings for the American officer. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, as 
Bournemouth faced Liverpool at 
the Vitality Stadium and Everton 
hosted Manchester United at 
Goodison Park. 

11.35 Sunny D. Dane dreads having to 
introduce Nicola’s father, who 
despises him, to his own parents. 
The meeting is made even more 
stressful when it clashes with a 
work football match. 

11.55 Citizen Khan. Mr Khan wants to 
meet Alia’s boyfriend’s parents, 
but finds the boy is nervous at the 
prospect - leading to a sweaty 
confrontation in a sauna. (R) 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.45 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 
Life in a Cottage Garden with Carol Klein. 
(R) 8.15 Carol Klein’s Plant Odysseys. 

(R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 International 
Rugby Union. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Coverage of the opening session of the 
final from York. 

6.00 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Manish 
Bhasin presents action from the 
second-round matches, which 
saw the remaining 40 teams battle 
it out for a potentially lucrative 
spot in round three. Matches 
included Bolton Wanderers v 
Sheffield United at the Macron 
Stadium, Millwall v Braintree Town 
at the Den, Port Vale v Hartlepool 
at Vale Park and Charlton Athletic v 
Milton Keynes Dons at the Valley. 
7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Coverage of the second session of 
the final from the Barbican Centre 
in York, as the tournament widely 
regarded as the second-most 
prestigious on the calendar 
concludes. Australia’s Neil 
Robertson emerged triumphant in 
the showpiece match at last year’s 
event, as he capitalised on a 5-3 
lead from the opening session by 
going on to lift the trophy with a 
10-5 victory. Presented by Hazel 
Irvine, with a commentary team 
that includes Steve Davis, Ken 
Doherty, Stephen Hendry, John 
Parrott, Dennis Taylor, and John 
Virgo. Subsequent programmes 
are subject to change. 

II. 00QI XL. David Mitchell, Noel 

Fielding and Holly Walsh join Alan 
Davies and host Sandi Toksvig to 
contemplate questions on the 
theme of “night” in an extended 
edition of the panel show. 
11.45Jazzie B’s 1980s: From Dole To 
Soul. The Soul II Soul frontman 
opens up about the decade that 
made his career, and the against- 
the-odds story of a young black 
British musician who became a 
chart-topping artist. (R) 

12.45 Film: Three Fugitives. (1989) A 
reformed bank robber is an innocent 
bystander in a heist, but when he is 
assumed to be guilty he goes on the run 
with the actual crook. Comedy, with Nick 
Nolte and Martin Short. 2.20 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. The team explores the 
Brecon Beacons. (R) 3.15 Holby City. 
Matteo’s arrival irritates Jac. (R) 4.15 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 

7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.25 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Looped. 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. 
9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 

9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Bear Grylls Survival 
School. 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 
Best Walks with a View with Julia 
Bradbury. (R) 11.30 Let’s Do Christmas 
with Gino & Mel. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Chase. (R) 1.35 The 
X Factor. (R) 3.05 Midsomer Murders. 
(R) 5.00 Tipping Point. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Off Their Rockers. Louie Spence 
checks out Seb’s dancing skills. 

7.00 The Next Great Magician. The 
Wanted’s Tom Parker and the cast 
of TOWIE are on hand to assist 
another group of magicians with 
their performances, which include 
mind-reading and levitation acts. 
8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
reveals which acts are guaranteed 
a place in next week’s final. The 
remaining performers must 
compete in a sing-off before one 
more is eliminated from the 
contest. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
final of the 16th series, as the 
remaining three famous faces take 
on the last challenges in the 
Australian jungle. Viewers’ votes 
will decide who has been this 
year’s favourite contestant, and 
when the results are in, this year’s 
King or Queen of the Jungle will be 
crowned, before the last handful of 
contestants return home. The 
presenters will be catching up with 
the contestants later in the week 
for a special follow-up show as 
they return to normal life after the 
hardships of the Bush. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

11.50 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights from the 10th round of 
fixtures, which included Sale 
Sharks v Exeter Chiefs. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie’s Cracking Christmas. (R) 1.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.20 The Simpsons. 

(R) 2.50 The Simpsons. (R) 3.20 Film: 
School of Rock. (2003) Comedy, starring 
Jack Black. 5.35 Film: Miracle on 34th 
Street. (1994) Christmas family drama 
remake, with Richard Attenborough. 

7.35 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Escape to the Chateau. Fresh 
from the success of hosting a 
three-day wedding at the chateau, 
Dick and Angel make business 
plans for the grounds, intending to 
charge people to fish in the moat 
and forage in the woods. Angel 
starts work on a second guest 
suite, but also wants to install an 
elevator, which pushes Dick’s 
engineering skills to the limit. 

9.00 Humans. Athena challenges Milo 
about his unethical plans, and is 
shocked to discover the true 
extent of the tycoon’s ambitions. 
Max decides to start a new 
community of synths, and takes 
matters into his own hands when 
he learns how far Leo is prepared 
to go in pursuit of his goals. Mattie 
is not sure who to trust with her 
secret, and Mia has a revelation 
that has shocking consequences 
for the Hawkins family. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.058 Out of 10 Cats. Irreverent panel 
show hosted by Jimmy Carr, in 
which two teams answer 
questions based on opinion 
polls to see who best understands 
what is going on in Britain today. 
(R) 

12.05 The Last Leg. A comic review of 
the past seven days. (R) 1.00 60 Days in 
Jail. Department store security guard Jeff 
enters as the last volunteer. (R) 1.50 
Film: A Pigeon Sat on a Branch 
Reflecting on Existence. (2014) Comedy, 
starring Holger Andersson and Nils 
Westblom. 3.35 Shipping Wars UK. (R) 

4.10 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. A 
project to transform a Victorian railway 
signal box into a summerhouse. (R) 5.05 
Location, Location, Location. Kirstie and 
Phil search for homes in 
Cambridgeshire. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.05 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. 8.30 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 

8.45 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

8.55 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.50 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 12.20 
Film: The 12 Gifts of Christmas. (2015) 
Premiere. Comedy, starring Katrina Law. 
2.05 Film: Call Me Claus. (2001) 
Christmas family drama, starring Whoopi 
Goldberg. 3.50 Film: Deck the Halls. 
(2006) Christmas comedy, starring 
Danny DeVito and Matthew Broderick. 

5.45 5 News Weekend. 5.50 Film: 
Bulletproof Monk. (2003) Martial arts 
thriller, starring Chow Yun-Fat. 

7.40 Film: Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army. (2008) The demon 
superhero, aided by a team from 
the Bureau of Paranormal 
Research and Defence, leads the 
fight against renegade elf Prince 
Nuadawho is intent on 
reawakening an unstoppable robot 
army and bringing about the 
demise of mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel directed by Guillermo del 
Toro, starring Ron Perlman, Selma 
Blair, Doug Jones and Luke Goss. 
Edited for violence and language. 
Includes 5 News Update at 
8.40pm. 

10.00 Film: Green Lantern. (2011) 
Premiere. A pilot joins a galactic 
peacekeeping force with incredible 
powers and defends Earth from an 
alien attack. Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Ryan Reynolds and Blake 
Lively. Includes 5 News Updat at 
11pm. 

12.1 5 Film: Zoolander. (2001) A dim 
male model’s career starts to decline and 
he fails to realise he is a pawn in a 
dangerous game of international 
espionage. Comedy, starring Ben Stiller 
and Owen Wilson. 1.50 SuperCasino. 

Live interactive gaming. 3.10 Tour de 
Celeb. Eight familiar faces train to tackle 
one of the toughest stages of the Tour de 
France. (R) 4.00 Tattoo Disasters UK. (R) 

4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.40 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. 
Flash tries to avoid being kicked out of 
Silver Hatch. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Flying Archaeologist 7.30 
Britten’s Endgame 9.30 The Turner Prize 
2016: The Nominees 10.00 Storyville: 
Forever Pure - Football and Racism in 
Jerusalem 11.25 Cosmonauts: How 
Russia Won the Space Race 12.55 
Monkey Planet 1.55 Blink: A Horizon 
Guide to the Senses 2.55 Egypt’s Lost 
Queens 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 The X Factor 1.00 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 2.00 Film: 
Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure (2011) 

3.50 Film: The Polar Express (2004) 

5.50 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

6.50 Film: The Incredible Hulk (2008) 
9.00 The Xtra Factor Live 10.00 Family 
Guy 10.35 I’m a Celebrity: Extra Camp 
11.35 Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 

1.30 The Cleveland Show 
ITV3 

12.45 Film: Columbo: Dagger of the 
Mind (1972) 2.50 Film: The Nun’s Story 
(1959) 3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: The 
Nun’s Story (1959) 5.50 Foyle’s War 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Alexander Armstrong’s Land 
of the Midnight Sun 11.00 ATouch of 
Frost 1.00 Film: Santa Claus: The Movie 
(1985) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10 Film: Santa 
Claus: The Movie (1985) 3.00 May the 
Best House Win 4.40 Wycliffe 
ITV4 

11.00 Cash Cowboys 12.00 Pawn Stars 

12.55 Film: All Quiet on the Western 
Front (1979) 1.55 FYI Daily 2.00 Film: All 
Quiet on the Western Front (1979) 4.00 
Film: Tobruk (1967) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 
Film: Tobruk (1967) 6.10 Film: Police 
Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1985) 7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: Police 
Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1985) 8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: Jaws 3 (1983) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: Jaws 3 (1983) 11.05 Film: 
Rambo III (1988) 1.10 Fishing 
Impossible 2.10 Hell on Wheels 
E4 

11.30 Made in Chelsea 12.35 First Dates 
Abroad 1.30 Film: Addams Family Values 
(1993) 3.25 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.30 
The Goldbergs 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Mechanic (2011) 10.50 
Tattoo Fixers 11.50 The Inbetweeners 

12.55 Rude Tube 2.30 Tattoo Fixers 
Film4 

11.00 The Three Stooges (2012) 1.00 
Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 2.55 The 
Rugrats Movie (1 999) 4.30 City of Ember 
(2008) 6.15 Clear and Present Danger 
(1994) 9.00 Men in Black II (2002) 10.45 
A Time to Kill (1996) 1.40 Wild Bill 
(2011)3.50 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Hats Off to Christmas!, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A small-town hat shop employee resents being asked 
to train her boss’s son for a job she wants for herself, 
but warms to him when he shows an interest in 
helping her son with a project. However, she remains 
doubtful whether he can be relied on, a suspicion that 
seems confirmed when he is tempted to leave for 
New York. Romantic drama, with Haylie Duff. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Mystery Road, BBC1,12am 

An Aboriginal Australian detective returns to his home 
town in the Outback to investigate the murder of a 
teenager. He finds himself treated as an outsider by 
the local police, but also ostracised by his own 
community - including the daughter he left behind. 
Murder mystery, starring Aaron Pedersen. (2013) 



WEDNESDAY 

Defending Santa, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A small-town sheriff finds a man asleep in the woods 
who claims to be Santa Claus. The mysterious 
stranger goes to court to prove he is who he claims to 
be, leading to an increase in Christmas spirit among 
the locals and romance between the lawman and the 
defence attorney. Festive drama, starring Dean Cain, 
Bill Lewis and Jodie Sweetin. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

Christmas Confession, Channel 5,3.15pm 

When a struggling actress returns to her hometown 
for Christmas, a holiday romance makes her realise 
the life she left behind may be better than the one she 
has started in New York. Romantic drama, starring 
Sarah Lancaster and Garry Chalk. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Junior, ITV, 10.40pm 

A fertility expert pioneers a treatment enabling men to 
become pregnant and carry babies to full term. When 
the authorities cancel funding for the research, he 
decides to test it on himself, but gives little thought to 
how difficult it will be to keep it a secret. The situation 
is further complicated when he starts to fall for the 
woman whose child he is carrying. Comedy, with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito. (1994) 


Duo look to hit all the 
right notes Together 


M ichael Ball and Alfie Boe. At 
first glance, it looks like an 
odd pairing. Both of them 
have hugely successful careers, so 
why would they team up? Why not 
carry on going it alone and take sole 
credit for all their achievements? 

Well, as they say, two’s company. 
Being on the road is lonely, so 
having somebody with you who 
understands the rigours involved is 
probably rather pleasant. This duo 
also seem to enjoy the banter that 
can ensue. 

During their recent gigs, they have 
poked fun at the drama surrounding 
the US Presidential election. 
Admittedly, it’s not exactly high-class 
satire, but it’s an awful lot more 
interesting than just some bloke 
standing there belting out a big tune. 

Both Ball and Boe are noted for 
their vocal talents and charisma, but 
they’re not the huge egos that some 
stars tend to be, which is probably 
another reason why they work 
together so well. They have an easy 
charm and common touch that 
appeals to people of both sexes and 
all classes. 


Their detractors claim they are 
both too cheesy for their own good - 
although with millions of record sales 
between them, you could argue that 
their demeanours have worked a 
treat for them so far. Besides, neither 
of them seem to care - in fact, 
there’s even a sense of ironic self- 
awareness within their 
performances. 

Boe and Ball have recently 
released a joint album, which is 
rather obviously titled Together, and 
now they appear to be joined at the 
hip, having appeared on the Strictly 
Come Dancing results show a few 
weeks back; they’re also touring the 
nation as we speak. 

But now they’re heading for a TV 
near you courtesy of this one-off 
programme. 

“We’ve got an album, we’ve got a 
tour and now we’ve got an ITV 
special,” says Ball. “You can’t get 
better than that. We have some great 
material to share with the viewers; I 
can’t wait to get started.” 

Boe adds: “We had such a laugh 
making the album, making our own 


TV show is going to be great. Make 
sure you tune in for some special 
performances.” 

The boys’ album features their 
own unique takes on such classic 
tunes as For Once in My Life, 

When You Wish Upon a Star and 
You’ll Never Walk Alone. On tour 
they’ve added the likes of Ain’t That 
a Kick in the Head and Tell Me It’s 
Not True. 

Expect at least some of those to 
appear here, alongside a medley of 
songs from Les Miserables. 

Joining them on stage will be 
singer-songwriter Rick Astley as well 
as Olivier Award-winning performer 
Maria Friedman, who counts 
appearances in Chicago, Ragtime 
and Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat on her 
resume, although most viewers will 
recognise her from her stint as 
Elaine Peacock in EastEnders. 

It promises to be wonderful night 
of entertainment, and just remember 
- two is better than one, which 
means we should get double the fun 
from this duo. 



Ball and Boe: One Night Only, Friday, ITV, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Brits Icon - Robbie Williams 
ITV, 9pm 

Elton John and David Bowie. What they have in 
common? They’re legends, of course. Bona fide 
superstars whose songs have become classics; 
they’re also the only two previous winners of the 
Brit Icon award. Adding his name to that list is 
Robbie Williams. Now, we don’t want to criticise the 
Robster, but few would regard him quite so highly 
as the aforementioned duo, and therefore might 
suggest that he doesn’t deserve to be regarded 
alongside such luminaries. However, he’s won more 
Brit awards than anybody else in history - 18 in 
total, if you count the five he won with Take That 
and his Icon trophy. To celebrate, Williams plays a 
special gig featuring highlights from new album The 
Heavy Entertainment Show, as well as a few old 
favourites, and there’s a look back at archive 
footage from throughout his music career. 

TUESDAY 
This Is Us 
Channel 4,9pm 

Do you believe in star signs? If not, this new drama 
series may leave you wondering if your date of birth 
does have some influence over your life after all, as 
it explores the interweaving existences of a variety 


of individuals who share the same birthday - and 
more besides. In the first episode, Jack is 
determined that his wife Rebecca should celebrate 
her birthday, even if she is a bit preoccupied with 
the fact that she’s pregnant with triplets. Meanwhile, 
Randall marks his special day by tracking down his 
absent father, and sitcom star Kevin and his twin 
sister Kate are dealing with personal crises of 
their own. The impressive ensemble cast 
includes Mandy Moore, Milo Ventimiglia and 
Sterling K Brown, who recently won an Emmy 
for The People v OJ Simpson. 


WEDNESDAY 
In Plain Sight 
ITV, 9pm 

New series. Drama series set in 1955 
based on the true story of 
Lanarkshire detective William 
Muncie’s quest to bring to justice 
notorious Scottish killer Peter 
Manuel. With Manuel having being 
released from prison after a nine- 
year sentence for housebreaking 
and sexual assaults, he attacks a 
young woman and keeps her 
with him in an open field for most 
of the night before returning to 



his home, and Muncie is convinced further crimes 
are certain to be committed. 

Big Life Fix with Simon Reeve 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Simon Reeve and a team of inventors 
try to help people in need, creating 
solutions to everyday problems, beginning 
with a terminally ill photographer who can 
no longer use his hands to operate a 
camera. They attempt to bring cutting- 
edge technology to a remote Welsh 
village which has no internet access and 
i unreliable telephone connection, and 
give some control back to a young 
designer who has 
Parkinson’s disease and 
who has been unable to 
use a pen since 
developing tremors in her 
hands two years ago. 

THURSDAY 
Grand Designs: 
House of the Year 
Channel 4,9pm 

Kevin McCloud 
is encroaching 


on George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces territory this 
week, as he turns his attention to five properties 
which have made clever use of small sites. Among 
the places in the running for the title of House of 
the Year 2016 is an ultra-stylish one bedroom space 
for living and working, which boasts an 
experimental garden roof. Kevin discovers how a 
dark mews has became a light and airy home, 
visits a Dungeness house that combines beach 
living with high architecture, and calls in on a 
particularly ingenious extension in Harrogate. He 
also learns how a narrow beachfront garage has 
made over into a stunning house with enough room 
for an extensive art collection. 

FRIDAY 

Friday Night Supper Club 
Channel 4,11.55pm 

No, this is not a spin-off from the popular sitcom 
Friday Night Dinner. Instead, it’s a competition 
between six of Britain’s hottest chefs, who go head- 
to-head in a post-pub showdown. Alex Szrok, Imran 
Bashir, Elizabeth Allen, Andrea Michelon, James 
Cochran and LeeTiernan are the culinary geniuses 
taking part, and they’ll be whipping up tasty, 
inventive new dishes that can be easily replicated 
by using everyday staple ingredients, including 
chicken, beef and rhubarb. 
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As seen 
on TV 
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WE BUY - SELL - 
RENT - EXCHANGE 

Retro Games & Consoles 
Arcade Machines supplied 
to businesses 
All profits split on a 50/50 
share basis 


87 Windmill Hill, Halesowen B63 2BY 

Nick 07707 261 421 www.vintagegamer.co.uk 





Packages, Marble Suites, 
including Gas/Electric Fire 


£499 - £899 


Log Burners 

From £55 

(steaa? 




Marble Fireplaces 
Solid Wood Surrounds 
Made To Measure 

• Valor Centre 
Flavell 

• Portway Stoves 

• Broseley Stoves 

• Elgin & Hall Stockists 

• Gas Stoves 

• Electric Stoves 
Solid Fuel 


USE YOUR LOFT! 






f Over > 

(10,000 

Vnstallations V 


Access your loft safely and 
I easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 

no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 

^ “comfort” feet to protect 

carpets and wooden floors. 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH., 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

n n n CZ3 0 



2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x t 
£98 £121 £141 £174 £141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 



Long Safety Side Handles* 


we also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


BLINDS 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 0EL 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.406 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 
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N 
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P 
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T 
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10 

L 

11 

H 
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D 
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15 
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16 
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14 

2 

15 

u 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

L 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Dexterous chief 
assistants (5-4,3) 

7. He gives an 
alternative to the 
fellow (5) 

8. Don’t drop the fish 

(5) 

9. Manage to take 
part in the sports 
(3) 

10. Food at the back of 
the meadow for the 
bird (9) 

11. An idea for making 
her toy (6) 

12. A name for the 
warden? (6) 

15. Round which 
people hold hands 
(4,5) 

17. Part of a delectable 
inflorescent garland 
(3) 

18. Heather and I 
surrounded by 
unusual care (5) 

19. It’s produced by 
one strange tree (5) 

21. Below the proceeds 
for certain contracts 
(12) 


Down 

1. No voucher for the 
single-minded! (6,6) 

2. Barrel of fruit 
upturned (3) 

3. The Marine is 
confused by those 
who fly over (6) 

4. Lack of vigour of 
French modulation 
(9) 

5. Rate revision is 
about ten more (5) 

6. They produce 
revolutionary 
devices (12) 

7. Study the south¬ 
east - it’s thickly 
populated (5) 

10. Splendid speed one 
attains in bottom 
gear? (5-4) 

13. Get better for the 
reunion (5) 

14. The aim is to protest 

( 6 ) 

16. The first of the 
governors in control 
as a rule! (5) 

20. Its apple is a gall (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Dumb (12) 

7. At that point (5) 

8. Corn (5) 

9. Tear (3) 

10. Powerlessness (9) 

11. Stimulate (6) 

12. Bog (6) 

15. Enrage (9) 

17. Fire-arm (3) 

18. String (5) 

19. Below (5) 

21. Cleverness (12) 


Down 

1. Middle (12) 

2. Part of foot (3) 

3. Hair-raising (6) 

4. Merry (9) 

5. Retinue (5) 

6. Ill-timed (12) 

7. Subject (5) 

10. Mediate (9) 

13. Wrath (5) 

14. By hand (6) 

16. Sham (5) 

20. Excavate (3) 


Niner 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Epitaph; 8 Alight; 9 Joining; 
lOTacked; 11 Idlers; 12 Foresail; 18 Listener; 

20 Sooner; 21 Forage; 22 Arrange; 23 Talent; 24 
Secrets. Down: 1 Mastiff; 2 Discard; 3 Sheets; 

5 Profiles; 6 Tingle; 7 Penury; 13 All right; 14 
Engaged; 15 Arrests; 16 Course; 17 Unfair; 19 
Trojan. QUICK - Across: 4 Disease; 8 Runner; 

9 Achieve; 10 Valley; 11 Decant; 12 Inactive; 

18 Catholic; 20 Bursar; 21 Intact; 22 Illegal; 23 
Serene; 24 Snippet. Down: 1 Prevail; 2 Unclean; 
3 Reject; 5 Incident; 6 Evince; 7 Saving; 13 
Increase; 14 Gleamed; 15 Scatter; 16 Sullen; 17 
Asleep; 19 Hunger. 


Who was born Elizabeth Angela 
Marguerite Bowes-Lyon? 

On which island is the Foreign Legion’s 
main base? 

Which Bond producer died in 
September 1994? 

What are divided into tropical, 
continental and rain-shadow? 

What type of plant is traveller’s joy? 


Who composed The Dream of 
Gerontius? 

Who wrote The Seagull? 

Which group had a UK hit single in 1996 
with Virtual Insanity? 


Last week’s solutions: 


Quiz: 1 Josiah Spode; 2 Saltpetre or nitre; 
3 Estonia; 4 Mario Andretti; 

5 Opportunity Knocks; 6 Penicillin; 7 A; 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


936875 gives a vegetable, 

1449 gives a second vegetable, 
248972 gives a pulse. 


10. To what did Rangoon change its name 

8 Turnip; 9 Virgo; 10 Snake. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

in 1989? 

Niner: DISMANTLE 











Thinking space 



We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper| MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 


Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, December 1,2016 
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York Minster from shopping street Stonegate 



It’s tea time at Bettys Cafe Tea Rooms 



Glorious - the nave at York Minster Castle Howard - Vanbrugh’s mansion was TV’s Brideshead The Shambles pictured during the annual autumn Illuminating York festival 


Just my cup of tea - there's nowt 
better than York for a city break 


THE ancient capital of northern Eng¬ 
land was known to the Romans as Eb- 
oracum, to the Vikings as Jorvik. But 
we know it as York, an historic city that 
has remained vibrant and fashionable. 

It is one of Britain’s great city break destinations 
with something for everyone - whether a history 
buff, a shop-til-you-drop consumer or a connois¬ 
seur of good pubs and quality restaurants. 

The foremost must-see sight is the colossal York 
Minster. It is 500 feet long, 100 feet wide with a 
central tower 200 feet high. Taking more than 250 
years to build, it first opened for worship more 
than 500 years ago. It is the largest medieval gothic 
cathedral north of the Alps and the magnificent ed¬ 
ifice is more than matched by a glorious interior 
with impressive stained glass windows. 

Nearby is the Shambles with its medieval 
half-timbered buildings tilting towards each other. 
It is said to have inspired Harry Potter’s Diagon 
Alley. It is the most famous street in a city that has 
a labyrinth of snickelways and ginnels, passages 
best experienced when darkness falls and you can 
join one of several ghost walks. 

There are more than three kilometres of city 


By Leon Burakowski 


walls to explore or take a boat trip on the River 
Ouse. You can spend days delving into the past at 
the Yorkshire, York Castle or National Railway 
museums. Experience 10th century life at Jorvik 
Viking Centre with its costumed inhabitants. 

For those with a sweet-tooth, York’s Chocolate 
Story tells of the city’s famous confectionery fam¬ 
ilies, Craven, Terry and Rowntree, with tastings. 

A trip to York is not complete without visiting 
Bettys, a Yorkshire institution. The uniformed 
staff serve a range of teas in the proper old fash¬ 
ioned way. The formidable afternoon tea has three- 
tiers of delicious savoury sandwiches, scones with 
jam and cream, and array of divine cakes. Tea in 
the elegant art deco surroundings of the cafe tea¬ 
rooms on St Helen’s Square is a treat - and you can 
take home a packet of Bettys own special tea blend. 

Just a short drive from the city is Castle How¬ 
ard, familiar from TV and film as the home of the 
Flytes in Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited. It 
is one of the finest stately homes in Britain. The 
monuments on the road to the mansion declare 
you are approaching somewhere special. 


Built in the 1700s by Sir John Vanbrugh for the 
Earl of Carlisle and his family, the Howards, it is 
full of antiquities and artworks that the Howards 
brought to their palace in the hills. The Great Hall 
is breathtakingly impressive. The informative ex¬ 
hibition reveals that the Howards had lives every 
bit as dramatic as the Flytes. 

Moors 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway steams through 
forests and heathlands from the market town of 
Pickering to the old fishing port of Whitby. Harry 
Potter fans may recognise the remote station 
Goathland as Hogsmeade, station for Hogwarts. 

Whitby is famous for its gothic abbey ruins, 
where Count Dracula took refuge on arrival 
in England in Bram Stoker’s novel. Thus it is a 
magnet for goths who explore the graveyard of St 
Mary’s, where the headstones of long dead mari¬ 
ners have weathered into coral-like patterns. It’s 
199 steps down to the town to buy the local Jet 
black jewellery or visit the house where explorer 
Captain Cook learned his craft. Whatever you do, 
don’t leave Whitby without enjoying a fish and chip 
supper. There’s nowt better. 


FACT FILE 


When planning a trip to York see 
www.visityork.org website. The 
York Pass, available for one, two 
or three days, provides admission 
to more than 30 attractions in York 
and North Yorkshire, giving a major 
saving for those on the tourist trail. 
To buy a York Pass or for more in¬ 
formation contact York Visitor Infor¬ 
mation Centre on 01904 550099, 
email info@yorkpass.com or visit 
www.yorkpass.com 

For further information on Bettys 
see www.bettys.co.uk/tea-rooms/ 
locations/york and an online shop¬ 
ping service is available at www. 
bettys.co.uk 

York Christmas Festival and St 
Nicholas Fair runs until December 
23. See www.visityork.org/christ 
mas for details. Other useful web¬ 
sites include www.castlehoward. 
co.uk and www.nymr.co.uk 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




s* 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 




Spacious terraced home is superbly presented 


Superbly modernised and 
presented to a high standard, this 
deceptively spacious terraced 
home in Colley Lane, Halesowen, 
includes a high spec refitted 
breakfast kitchen and refitted 
bathroom. 

It is for sale through Hicks Hadley 
at £119,950. It also has a utility room 
with a guests cloakroom/WC off, 
three double bedrooms,gas central 


HALESOWEN 

£119,950 

heating and double glazing and 
a large lounge/dining room and a 
courtyard garden. 

In more detail the lounge/dining 
room has laminate-style flooring 
and a window overlooking the front. 


The breakfast kitchen has recently 
installed high gloss units, a fitted 
oven with five gas ring hob and 
stainless steel cooker hood over, 
appliance space and laminate style 
flooring. 

For further information or to book 
that all important viewing, please 
contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 585 
6667 or visit www.hickshadley. 
com 



Appealing 
three-bed 
home, ideal for 
modern family 

DUDLEY 

£146,950 «< 


A most appealing, three- 
bedroomed modern-style 
semi-detached family home 
in Minehead Road, Dudley, 
has just joined the property 
market. 

It is for sale through Taylors 
at £146,950 with the huge 
advantage of having no chain. 

With gas central heating 
and double glazing its 
accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, 
a sitting room with a good 
sized dining area, as well as a 
beam-effect to the ceiling and 
walls and a feature inglenook- 
style fireplace, an L-shaped 
breakfast kitchen with plenty of 
modern light-wood-effect units 
with a pantry, three bedrooms 
and a bathroom. 

Call 01902 880888 or visit 
www.taylors-estateagents. 
co.uk 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 
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HALESOWEN, Springfield Road£1,450 pcm+Fees 

A unique extended detached residence in this very convenient location. This 
lovely property has 3 reception rooms, large kitchen/dining area with breakfast 
bar, downstairs w.c, 5 double bedrooms (2 with French doors leading to 
balcony overlooking garden, beautiful bathroom with separate shower, large 
rear garden, driveway and double garage. Also features: CCTV, full dial-up 
alarm system bathroom with sauna/steam room & Jacuzzi bath. EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Huntlands Road£800 pcm+Fees 

Beautiful views overlooking Clent! This lovely 3 bedroom semi-detached property 
located in this very popular location close to schools & bus routes. Featuring: 
Large reception room, refurbished modern kitchen/dining area, downstairs 
cloakroom, 3 good size bedrooms (2 with wardrobes) refurbished modern 
bathroom with separate corner shower cubicle, mature private rear garden, garage 
& drivewamrkino. new oas central heatino. double olazed and alarmed. EPC: E 


HALESOWEN, Sunbury Road£795 pcm+Fees 

A superbly presented modern detached family home in central Halesowen, 
perfect for Windsor & Earls High School & Halesowen College. Featuring a 
spacious lounge/dining area, conservatory, fitted kitchen, downstairs cloakroom, 

3 good size bedrooms & family bathroom on the 1st floor. The property has a 
driveway for 2 cars & garage, gas central heating, double glazing and a lovely 
aarden to the rear overlook™ Windsor Hioh School Dlavina fields. EPC: C 
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KIDDERMINSTER, Grosvenor Avenue£795 pcm+Fees 
Stunning 3 storey semi detached town house in a quiet cul-de-sac position 
within walking distance of Kidderminstertrain station. Completely refurbished 
to a very high standard. Front reception room,, lounge with feature fireplace 
with wood-burner, modern fitted kitchen with appliances. Three large double 
bedrooms, beautiful bathroom with separate shower cubicle and a roll edged 
clawed foot free standina bath. Not to be missed. EPC: E 

HALESOWEN, Inkberrow Road£750 pcm+Fees 

A 3/4 bedroom town house located in central Halesowen on 
the popular Huntlands estate comprising of: modern fitted 
kitchen, large living room, 3 double bedrooms plus bedroom 
4/study, gas central heating, double glazed throughout, 
bathroom with shower, driveway for 3/4 vehicles, garage, 
Drivate rear aarden. Not to be missed! EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Bethesda Gardens£750 pcm+Fees 
Located in a quiet residential area, is this modern 4 bedroom link 
detached home close to Colley Lane primary school, local amenities 
and within the catchment area of Windsor High School, comprising 
of: 4 bedrooms, 2 with en-suites, house bathroom with hair wash 
facility, modern lounge with feature fireplace, large kitchen with dining 
area, front and rear aardens. drivewav and aaraae Darkina. EPC: C 











STOURBRIDGE, Renfrew Close£695 pcm+Fees 
Situated on a sought after estate. This lovely 3 bed semi 
detached house features a large reception room, fitted kitchen 
with a washing machine and dishwasher, 2 double bedrooms 
and 1 single bedroom, house bathroom with shower, front 
and reayardens. 2 car drivewav and aaraae. EPC: D 

BRIERLEY HILL, Walker Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 

UNDERGOING A REFURBISHMENT! A modern semi-detached 
house offering spacious family, accommodation comprising 
of: entrance hallway, large lounge, fitted kitchen, 3 good sized 
bedrooms, new bathroom with shower, driveway parking & 
aaraae. EPC: C 

HALESOWEN, Long lnnage£675 pcm+Fees 

UNDERGOING A REFURBISHMENT! A modern link detached 
family home in this most popular location, having spacious 
accommodation comprising large lounge, fitted kitchen, 
rear garden with decking, 3 good sized bedrooms, family 
bathroom with corner bath & separate shower, driveway 
Darkina^jaracj^PC^^^ 
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HALESOWEN, Rossendale Close£650 pcm+Fees 

A lovely 2 bedroom semi detached bungalow in a quiet 
cul-de-sac, newly decorated & carpeted. Also ideal for the 
number 9 bus in to Stourbridge, Halesowen and Birmingham. 
Featuring modern fitted kitchen with oven/hob, large lounge, 
conservatory, 2 good size bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
driveway Drivate rear aarden. EPC: D 

STOURBRIDGE, Ryder Street£650 pcm+Fees 

Semi-detached and spacious 2 bedroom traditional house in 
this very popular location close to all transport links and King 
George V park. Featuring entrance hallway, lounge, kitchen 
with appliances/dining area, conservatory, rear garden, 2 
good size bedrooms, family bathroom, driveway for 3 cars. 
EPC: TBC 

BARTLEY GREEN, Woodgate Gardens£625 pcm+Fees 
Improved & deceptively large end terraced house, newly 
carpeted with entrance porch, hallway, large lounge, 
downstairs WC, kitchen/dining area with patio doors leading 
to garden, 3 good size bedrooms, shower room, off road 
Darkincj. EPC: D 
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HAGLEY, Newlands Close £595 pcm+Fees 

A superb modern ground floor apartment located near to 
Hagley Village & situated close to motorway links, open 
plan lounge/ kitchen with appliances, double bedroom with 
fitted wardrobes and en-suite shower room & 1 large single 
bedroom, white bathroom suite, 1 allocated parking space, 
secure entrv svstem. Not to be missed!! EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Bethesda Gardens£575 pcm+Fees 

Hicks Hadley are delighted to present a 2 bedroom 1st floor 
apartment. The property is double glazed and centrally heated. 
The accommodation is approached via a secure intercom system 
and briefly comprises a reception hall, modern open plan lounge/ 
kitchen/diner, 2 bedrooms, en-suite shower room to master, 
further familv bathroom, communal Darkina and aardens. EPC: C 


STOURBRIDGE, Villa Street£500 pcm+Fees 

A beautiful ground floor modern apartment which can either 
be furnished or unfurnished. Newly available with open plan 
lounge/kitchen with modern range of fitted units, breakfast 
bar & integrated appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom 
with separate shower, 1 designated car parking space to rear 
of DroDertv. communal aardens. EPC: D 








let! 





HALESOWEN, Whitehall Court£495 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre is this well 
presented 1st floor flat with private entrance, hallway, kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bathroom with newly fitted 
shower, 2 good size bedrooms, communal garden & secure 
Darkinc^o rear of DroDert^PC^^^ 

HALESOWEN, Richmond Court£450 pcm+Fees 

A unfurnished 1 bed 1st floor apartment close to Halesowen 
Town Centre and bus links. Featuring kitchen with integrated 
appliances, living room, lovely modern shower room, electric 
storage heating and on road parking. This property is close 
to Huntingtree Park and a few minutes drive to Halesowen 
Town. EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£425 pcm+Fees 

A 2 bed unfurnished split level flat above a shop within 
walking distance of the town centre with easy access to 
buses. Comprising of: large living room, 2 bedrooms, shower 
room, good size kitchen/diner located on a separate level, gas 
central heating, double glazing and rear garden. 

EPC: E 
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BRIERLEY HILL, Norwood Road£425 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished end terraced house, close to local shops and 
not far from Merry Hill Shopping Centre. This large house 
features a lovely living room, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, gas central 
heatinajouble alazina. rear aarden. on road Darkina. EPC: E 

STOURBRIDGE, Bagley Street£425 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished apartments within a stones throw of 
Stourbridge Town Centre and on the number 9 bus route. 
This stunning 1 bedroom apartment on the 1st floor features 
an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen, shower room, 1 double 
bedroom & Drivate rear Darkina. Not to be missed! EPC: TBC 


DUDLEY, Greystone Passage£395 pcm+Fees 

1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! A recently redecorated 

1st floor flat within walking distance to Dudley Town Centre. 
Featuring kitchen, 1 bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
Garden, off road parking, Unfurnished. This property must 
be seen and not missed. EPC: E 

| 
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All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



Computers 


xtB Clean 
|C Carpets 
Dudley 

Carpets & Upholstery 

Fresh, 
Hygienic & 
Dry in 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

OONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 1 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


> oc upnuisieiy 

Fresh > \ 
fgienic & 1 
r in 1 Hour/ 

20% OFF TILL END OF JAN 


Call Steven on 

01384 848496 or 07468 031133 
www.clean-carpets-dudley.co.uk 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Muck (Lmmtnj blazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
r~ i & Installers of cr~\ 
,Vv< — windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/T / ZnesioM, eJJfloiesvt A A 

w w that tuoWt cait the- easitlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

C| 01384 566100 

mM www.hlackcountryglazing.com Wk 

Q IrtNSA £ 


Driveways 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 



www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 4221990 Mob: 07860 858378' 


Decorating 


Sgggggjyjjijiaj^ 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial 6-Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 
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ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD* 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
1 Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 
Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate • 15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, CliwU 
Halesowen B63 2QB I m cK 


m 


Plastering 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 




Decorators 

OAR DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


Mot’s 

L 


MOT 

£27.99 

i 

with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

near of Cold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

m 

0121 559 6001 




CJL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 

mMs 


07538 718264 


OHPmmus 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 



- N 

^ Electricians 



I s odalit; electrical services ltd 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs /, 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


secu 

/ 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBftelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mtm 

local service call: ^- 


BCG 

CARPENTRY 

Loft Conversion 
Specialist 

All Carpentry Work 
Undertaken 

07817 703 105 

Bcgcarpentry@live.co.uk 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

•b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
ji-0121 561 2344 evenings after <: 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 



Fencing 


1-Efc Tfencinp 

1 IJJJI " lllm .- >|// types of Quality 

fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 




. AREAS COVER-.. 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


Fencing & Gates 


1 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


Plumbing 


X— H OUSEHOLD- 

<P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Q a All installations and repairs 
™ n Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 , 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk-n/ 



Upholstery 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 4127% or 07890 894631 |9 


































































































































*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 

> PATIOS > GARDEN CLEARANCE 
> BLOCK PAVING > FENCING 
> BRICKWORK > DECKING 
> DRIVEWAYS > TURFING 
> TARMACING 

0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Property Maintenance 



£ 


) PROPERTY 
^ 4 SERVICES 


No Job Too Small- 

for a quick quotation call 

07858484005 

or email: 

puffinpropertyservices@outlook.com 


Kitchen 

Installations 

Bathroom 

Installations 

Plumbing 

Services 

Tiling 

Stud Walling 
Radiators 
Installed 
Leaking Pipes 
New Taps Fitted 
Plaster Repairs 
Doors Hung 
Loft Hatches 
Full Public 
Liability Insurance 


Plumbing & Heating 


ComM ®©@ 


Gas Safe registered 120506 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 

Special Offers: 
Now On! 


Have you had > 
your boiler/fire 
d for Carbc 
r Monoxide?? . 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



RSb EMhg & PftmEBQi® 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG G AS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 



. Kni g ht Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 


Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



ROOFING SFRUICFS 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UP VC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



•Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 



1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


L 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 





ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

lost & found 


LOST—Iraqi passport. 

If found please contact 
07521 370000. 


I-X 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



YAMAHA PSR E423 Keyboard, 
home use only, good condition, 
ideal Christmas present. £260ono. 
01902 497824. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & Pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24.995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY 

Appointments, Home visits & Tele¬ 
phone readings 01902 334 224 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 4th Dec 
(also Bromsarove every Fri) EST 
1979, Waverley. Next antique fair 
29th Dec (no antique fair 1st Jan). 
Next Book Fair Sun 18th Dec. Stalls 
available for all. Home made 
refreshments. 0121 550 4123. 




A LAZYBOY electric recliner arm¬ 
chair, mid grey, lovely condition, 
cost £850, £150. 01902 881490. 


BED, 5FT KING SIZE 

Luxury Memory Foam, all 
unused,cost £1,000 accept 

£295. 

0778 7636984. 


MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, cost, £250, 
sell £200. 07521 857432. 

THREE PIECE suite, G-plan, very 
good condition, cost £2,500, as 
new, sell £550. 01384 833839 or 
07711 570870. 

TWO SEATER leather electric 
recliner settee, off white, excellent 
condition, cost £2,100, sell £500 
ono. 07828 325258. 



FRIDGEMASTER fridge freezer, 
three door, 3 months old, 9 months 
guarantee, immaculate condition. 
£160. 07767 430952. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai n master67 @ 
hotmail.com 



COINS, MEDALS, BANK NOTES 

Wanted by private collector. 
Telephone 01902 676540. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


r V7WUi nTWIT7/ih'LY ti jiliT73 
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alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 




P ORTWfly 

r Li\jcirjG 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


c 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


DECORATOR 

n ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


removals 


KT REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, flat 
roofing, no job to small 
40 years experience. 

Keith: 07546158165 


skip hire 


ClassifiedAds 


PY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


grinMis 

SKIP HIRE 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


SMfaaUBgjiMBEIEB 


AD size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 Ml 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Nfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES NEEDED 

RUSTY 7 year old Jack 
Russell boy, rough coated 
LADY 5yr old Jack Russell girl 
POPPY 9mnth old adorable 
jack russell x chihuahua 

COCO 3 year old Jack Russell 
x Patterdale 

All of these beautiful dogs 
have got super temperaments. 
Ideal little Family dogs. 

01384 252158. 


TOY COCKER Poo puppies, ready 
for new homes, first vaccinations, 
full health check done, 4wks insur¬ 
ance, from £695. 07943 515114 

WANTED. Aviary birds for large 
private aviary. Also pigeons and 
poultry for beginner and parrot for 
house pet. 07§70 485491. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


X 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


□ 


A 


Property 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton, from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyouby 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0797 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


WE PAY 100% of purchaseprice 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE] 

| You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AGENTS FEES •COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 30 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


01384 226086 


www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


CASH NOW 


wolverha 
prope 


FOR YOUR ‘ Le 9 al Fees Paid 
HOUSE • Any Condition 


• Guaranteed Offer 



•BjB” ■ buy * our 


DECORATORSWANTED 
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ClassifiedAds 35 


ClassifiedAds BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


IT WORKS 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Brought to you by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


ClassifiedAds 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED 7.5 TONNE 
DRIVER 25 + with CPC digital 
card. Clean licence. Halesowen. 
Local/National. Call 07725 834582. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


jobs 


.expressandstar.com 


Motoring 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 318 Ti COMPACT 

1998. 

152,000 miles. 

Red. 

MoT End Jan 17. 
£275. 

07825 394108 
Kingswinford. 



Windsor High School 
and Sixth Form 

A part of the Windsor Academy Trust 
Headteacher: 

Mr Stephen Lanckham, B.Ed. (Hons), NPQH 


Receptionist 

Scale 1, points 7-11 (£7.41 - £8.10 per hour), 
dependent upon experience 

21.25 hours per week, 8.15 am -12.30 pm Monday - Friday, 
Term Time only, (39 weeks) 

We wish to appoint a friendly and professional receptionist 
to join our admin team. 

The successful candidate must be enthusiastic and 
approachable with excellent inter-personal and 
communication skills. They should be able to provide an 
efficient and positive service as the first point of contact 
for parents, students and visitors to Windsor. This position 
includes some administrative tasks and applicants should 
possess good IT skills. 

For an application pack please visit our website 
www.windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk or contact 
Mrs S Cooper on 0121 550 1452 with any queries 
Closing date for applications: 

Thursday 8 December 2016 at 12.30 pm 
Windsor Academy Trust is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to a 
Disclosing and Barring Service (DBS) check. 


BREAKWELLS LLP 

Due to expansion we require competent 
staff to join our driving and loading team. 


I/B^ 


NWEllS^ 


Current vacancies are: 

CLASS 1 DRIVERS 

full and part time drivers required for nationwide multi drop UK deliveries. 
Average annual wage £26000.00 

CLASS 2 DRIVERS & 7.5 TONNE 

full and part time required for nationwide multi drop UK 
Average annual wage £23000.00 

CLASS 2 DRIVERS & 7.5 TONNE 

required for Channel Islands, Isle of Wight, and Isle of Man multi drop 
deliveries 

UK driver CPC certification a requirement 
Average annual wage £23000.00 

Driving for a career - We actively promote and assist with funding for driver 
training. 

If you are interested and would like to apply then please visit our website 
to download a job application form @ WWW.BREAKWELLS.COM or please 
contact our office on 01562 755494. 



FORD KA 

58 plate 


New MoT, EW, PAS, CL, 
two owners, 

£995. 

07449 431723. 



HONDA CIVIC 1.6 

2001,81,300 miles, 
Immaculate example for its age. 
MOT June 2017, Deafer 
Service History, Full Leather, 
electric sunroof. 

First view will buy! 

£650 ono 
07805975615 



2002 reg but leaving private 
plate on. Air con, great looking 
car, some service history. 
101,000 miles, MoT Oct 2017. 

£1 395 

Telephone 07847 893520 
Coseley. 


AUTOMATIC 


NISSAN ALMERA 1.6 


S Reg., automatic, blue, 
extremely reliable, 107,000 
miles, MoT’d to April 2017. 


£375 


07718 622950. 



PEUGEOT 106 1600CC 
DIESEL 


P reg, green, MoT till July, 
sunroof, genuine sale. 


£350 ono. 
01384 270029. 



PEUGEOT 106 
INDEPENDENCE 


2001, Y reg, 17,000 genuine 
miles, green, air bag, MoT, one 
owner from new, sunroof, 
immaculate condition. 

£850. 

07767 894904. 



PEUGEOT 206 COUPE 


02 plate, Mot, many new parts, 
39,401 miles. 


£750 ono. 


07575 569077. 



HDi 1.4 DIESEL 

2004. 5 door. 

E/W. PAS. A/C. 

CD player, 89,000 miles. 
(Cam belt replaced after 70,000 
miles). 

£30 year road tax. 

12 months MoT. 

£750. 

07817 073369. 


CONVERTIBLE 


RENAULT MEGANE 
CABRIOLET CONVERTIBLE 

2005, 55,000 genuine miles, 
fsh, 12 months MoT, gold, RCL, 
automatic lights and wipers, 
alloys, ABS, EW, EM. 

Very good condition. 

£850. o.n.o. 

07506 885912. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA 

2009, 61,500 miles, blue, abs, 
alarm, long MoT, central 
locking, pas, diesel. 

£3,599 ono. 

07964 723540. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA 

5-dr Flatchback, 1.8 petrol, 

red, S reg, ABS, alarm, electric 
windows and door locks. CD / 
radio, excellent runner and 
mechanics, 

MoT March 2017. 

£250. 

07733 383592. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 
BREEZE 

S Reg., silver, 5dr hatchback, 
EW, radio cassette, MoT to 
November 2017, nice tidy car, 
64k miles. 

Bargain £695. 

01562 752815. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2002, 89,000 
Miles, Black, electric windows, fsh, 
alarm, MoT, pas, tax, Stereo, CD 
£650.00 07872 305725. 



VOLVO 940S ESTATE 

1993, 92,000 miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, MoT, 
auto, central locking, pas, 7 
seats. 

£900 ono. 

01902 883829. 

■B 

BMW 118D SPORT 

62 reg., 5-dr, black, 

2 owners, 50,000 miles, 
full history, cheap to run, 
£30 tax only, 
all BMW refinements, 
very good condition, 
must see bargain 
£6,700 

Reg HK62 FVB 
07375 341097. 


BARGAIN 


FIAT PUNTO ELX 1.2 


02 Reg., gold in colour, 2dr, 
manual, 12 months MoT, 
very good condition. 


£450. 

07718 622950. 



FIAT PUNTO EVO 
1.4 ACTIVE 

2010, 3-dr, 75,000 miles, SH, 
MoT April 2017, e/w, e/m, 
Bluetooth, CD player. 

£2,150 ono. 

07538 750391. 



FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 



PEUGEOT 2061.4 


1.4 (2010), 42,000 Miles, Black, 
10 months MOT, Service 
History, Top spec Titanium 
Model, loads of extras, 4 new 
tyres, tinted windows, USB 

£4,750 ono 
07841 500297 



FORD FIESTA ZETEC 


2008, 52,722 miles, black, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, MoT,one owner, Sony 
Bluetooth radio/phone quick, 
clear windscreen 
£3,000 ono 
07913608119 


FORD FIESTA CELEBRATION, 

2007, 68,000 miles, green, full 
leather, 12 months MoT, immacu¬ 
late in and out, £3,400 ono. 

07403 216963. 



HONDA CIVIC TYPE-S 


2009, 58,300 miles, 3 door, 
petrol, electric mirrors, dual 
zone climate control, fsh, long 
MoT, cruise control, panoramic 
glass roof. Fab car, very 
reluctant sale. 

£4,200 ono. 

07730 681639. 



2008,2.2, diesel, 198 bhp, auto, 
anthracite with grey leather. 
Excellent condition. 
77,600 miles, economical, 
2 owners, full mot, FSFI. 
£5,995 

07973 823945. 


IMMACULATE 


JAGUAR XTYPE 
2.0 DIESEL 

54 reg, very very low miles, 
MoT, unmarked leather interior, 

£2,100 ono. 
07948146611. 



LAND ROVER 
FREELANDER TD4 SE S/W 

2 litre diesel, 2004, 104k miles, 
silver, 12 months MoT, serv¬ 
iced, very good spec, heated 
seats, a/c, good condition. 

£2,100 ono. 

07740 418668. 



MERCEDES E320CDi 


SPORT 

57 reg., 131,000 miles, 
immaculate inside and out, 
Sat Nav, drives excellent. 

£4,500 

07885 772238. 
NISSAN NOTE 

1.6 ACENTA 


5 door, lady driver. Economicle, 
reliable, 100,000 miles. 

£1,495. 

01902 747180. 

07774 898966. 


2005.15,500 miles. Blue. 
Electric windows. 

Electric mirrors. Air Con. FSFI. 
Alarm. MoT. 

£1,700 

07746 473512. 


RENAULT CLIO EXTREME, 2009, 
26,300 miles, silver, 1149cc, 2 
door, very good condition, full MoT. 
£1,999. 07879 403302. 


TOYOTA AVENSIS, 2.2. 

56, 66,800 miles, Black, abs, 
fsh, alarm, long MoT, metallic 
paint, cruise control, diesel, tax, 
Alloys, CD, Navigation System 

£ 2,100 

01384 831806. 



TOYOTA PREVIA DIESEL 
2.0 


06 reg, MoT four months, alloy 
wheefs, silver, good tyres, good 
condition, 162,000 miles, PAS, 
navigation, clean car. 

£2,000 no offers 
07424 542999. 



VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4 
EXCLUSIVE CONVERTABLE 

09, 27,400 miles, leather 
interior, heated seats, 
service history, MoT, AC. 

£2,800 o.n.o. 

07407 439768 
or 

0121 530 9905. 



VOLKSWAGEN GOLF TSI 


2013, 52,000 miles, abs, elec¬ 
tric windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
MoT,central locking, pas, tax, 
CD, 18 inch alloys, gardex pack 

£6,950 ono. 

07746 476981. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



PEUGEOT PARTNER VAN 

P600, 2005, 1.9D, white, 
ply wood / lined, air con, new 
front discs and pads, FSFI. 
90,000 miles. 

£1,695. ono. 

01384 390889. 



Homer’s - 

10 Hours £125! Four Hours £40! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 


07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 

I-"X 
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Local 

Information 





EDITH PAGE 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 14 Acorn 
Road Halesowen West Midlands B62 
8LN, who died on 16/07/2016, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
two months and one day from the date of 
this publication, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

LLOYDS BANK PRIVATE BANKING 

Exeter Estates Office PO Box 800 
234 High Street Exeter Devon EX1 9UR 

T488265 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 

ATTRACTIVE MALE 37 

If you are looking for a genuine, 
honest, caring male who is fun 
to be around, then look no 
further! 

I enjoy cross country biking, 
bowling, cinema, meals out, 
walks, holidays etc new to 
Bushbury area and would like to 
meet a like minded mature lady 
aged 29 to 44 years for 
friendship hopefully leading to 
relationship. 

Genuine replies only. Photo 
appreciated (returned). 

Box Number C20632 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

FRIENDSHIP IN 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Would you like to make new 
friends, meeting up frequently, 
easy going friends sharing their 
varied interests eg walking, 
coffee, outings, arts and crafts, 
@tc ©tc 

Box Number P20629, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
LOCAL LADIES Available & looking 
for Fun in your area. Call to hook up 
(no text) Tel: 0700 8026 348. 


★ ★★ 

SEMI RETIRED GENT 

Medium build, no ties, enjoys 
music, countryside, meals in or 
out, days out and holidays, 
WLTM nice slim / medium lady 
45 - 65, with a good sense of 
humour and young outlook. 
Box Number P20634, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 
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“MOTORING 


Favourite pick-up now even better 



By Graham Breeze 

The world’s favourite pick-up just got even 
better with Toyota revealing the stylish new 
Hilux- but the competition is improving 
too. 

Hilux has been a dominant presence in the 
global pick-up market for nearly 50 years, 
recording global sales of over 16 million units, 
while in Europe some 34,000 models were 
sold in 2015 alone. 

That represents a 23.1 per cent share of the 
market, making Hilux Europe’s best-selling 
pick-up. 

But canny bosses at Toyota have been quick 
to identify the competition sneaking up on the 
rails from the Mitsubishi L200, Nissan Navara, 
Volkswagen Amarok, Isuzu D-Max and Ssang 
Yong Korando and moved up another gear. 

Capable 

The latest Hilux is tougher, stronger and 
more capable off-road than ever before and 
heralds a new era for the pick-up, adding 
comfort, safety and advanced technology, 
hoping to fend off any pretenders to the 
throne. 

Hilux proved it has all the quality, durability 
and reliability to succeed in this sector by 
achieving podium finishes in the 2016 Dakar 
Rally and is now available in single, extra 
and double cab body styles with a new and 
stronger ladder chassis, reinforced deck 
structure, enhanced 4x4 capabilities and 
improved towing capacity. 

The double cab version on test came 
with a 2.4 litre D-4D engine and featured 
stop-start technology, six-speed automatic 
transmission, vastly improved torque delivery 
and generated 148bhp at 3,400rpm with class 



Quality, durability and reliability 

leading fuel economy of 36.2mpg on the 
combined cycle. 

The version was surprisingly quick too 
with atop speed of 106mph and 0-62mph in 
12.8seconds. 

At 5,335 mm long, 1,855 mm wide and 
1,815 mm high, the new Hilux is 75 mm 
longer, 20 mm wider and 45 mm lower than 
its predecessor and really looks the part. A 
new upper-grille and headlamp design with 
a powerful looking bumper housing the large 
lower grille simply oozes toughness. 

On the road this is a much smoother Hilux 
than the predecessor as Toyota look to cater 
for the needs of a diverse market. And they 
have succeeded because this model was 
equally at home on the motorway as it was on 
the lanes and tracks of Mid Wales. 

Inside it would be easy to mistakenly think 
you were sitting in a Toyota saloon, with a 


stylish dash on the Invincible Double Cab 
model on test and stacks of information and 
technology on offer. 

There was power steering, cruise control, 
reach and rake adjustable steering column, 
cooled glovebox, a multi-media system, 
Bluetooth connectivity, air conditioning, tip-up 
rear seats, cloth upholstery and a 4.2inch 
multi-information screen. 

There are three trim levels at launch: entry- 


level Active is single or extra cab only and 
aimed at the commercial vehicle market, 
while Icon is the cheapest double cab variant 
with a more upmarket look. Invincible and in 
particular Invincible X models gain a host of 
added luxuries. 

Prices start at £19,177 for the Single Cab 
Active with a six-speed manual gearbox while 
the Invincible on test would set you back 
£32,645 or £27,251 if you get the VAT back. 


The increased load space will prove 
popular with buyers but the added inches 
mean parking is even more difficult than 
before - though the reversing camera does 
provide extra security in those tight-squeeze 
situations. 

The opposition for Hilux might well be 
growing and improving but it’s hard to 
imagine the quality will grow to the levels of 
this Toyota. 




/Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 


/Paintwork scratches /Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Aston Martin launches the 
latest Vanquish, the 6.0 S 



The new Vanquish S is one to watch on the road 


Aston Martin’s new Vanquish S has been launched 
and continues the progress of this illustrious model 
to keep it one to watch on the nation’s roads. Both 
inside and out the looks and performance have been 
enhanced to make this driver’s car a car to carry on 
driving. 

The power of naturally-aspirated 6.0 litre VI2 engine 
has been increased from 573 to 600PS thanks to a 
revised, freer-breathing intake system with larger volume 
inlet manifolds. The greater volume of air to flow into the 
engine at high revs creates a power delivery that powers 
the car all the way to the limits. 

The suspension has be set-up to give a greater stability 
and precision to the drive. The damper internals, spring 
rates and anti-roll bar bushes have also been re-tuned to 
give the Vanquish S a keener edge in the more sporting 
suspension modes. 

The exterior features a new aerodynamic package of 
exposed carbon fibre splitter and diffuser, plus striking 
new quad exhaust outlets that makes the looks of the 
Vanquish S flatteringly distinctive. The revised front 


splitter and rear diffuser work together to give a significant 
reduction in frontal lift with a minimal penalty in additional 
drag. The striking new quad exhaust outlets enhances the 
rear of the car. The look can be personalised with a range 
of new options including carbon fibre bonnet louvres, 
new forged 5-spoke diamond turned wheels and a choice 
of striking painted graphics packs. 

Dr. Andy Palmer, Aston Martin President & CEO said: 
“From the moment the original Vanquish was launched 
it became a modern icon. It propelled Aston Martin from 
an era of hand-built cars to one where craftsmanship and 
technology combined to create a new kind of great British 
GT. 

“ In its second generation the Vanquish maintained that 
momentum with huge engineering advances such as its 
all-carbon fibre bodywork and compelling, contemporary 
styling. Now, the Vanquish S takes things a step further, 
confidently asserting itself within the Aston Martin range 
and distinguishing itself from the new DB11.” 

Vanquish S is available in both Coupe and Volante and 
starts from £199,950 in the UK 




















PROUD SPONSOR OF OUR 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAMS 



THINK YOU CAN'T 
AFFORD A NEW CAR? 


£2,000 SCRAPPAGE 


We'll give you up to £2,000* scrappage for your old car to 
put towards a brand new Vauxhall from across the range. 

/ 



Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 

01384 454100 
T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 

01384 288333 


Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 503 0001 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447970 



VAUXHALL 


37 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). 
Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Extra-urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 
emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 


*Up to £2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards selected new cars is offered on condition that the traded-in car must have been registered in your name as the ownerfor at least 90 days and the registration document must be in your name and address. Offer is for vehicles ordered from 15 
November 2016 to 18 December 2016 which are subsequently registered by 31 December 2016. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer available at participating Retailers only. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road 
conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. Vauxhall Motors reserve the right to amend or withdraw this offer at any time. 
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Popular and versatile SUV - 2008 


By James Parker 

The recently revised new Peugeot 2008 
SUV that arrived in UK showrooms in the 
summer is in strong demand with over 
40,000 existing UK customers and 500,000 
produced since launch in 2013. The 
appetite for this model continues to rise, 
with sales in the first half of 2016 up 16 per 
cent, with 99,900 units sold worldwide. 

The latest Peugeot 2008 SUV has recently 
been updated, with refreshed styling and 
featuring an enhanced specification. 

Enhanced 

It has an even more assertive and appealing 
SUV design, including visual features to give 
it an enhanced presence; new wheel arch 
extensions (from Allure level), while a new 
vertical front grille and front and rear scuff 
plates (also from Allure level) confirm its 
robustness and are designed for everyday 
use. 

The new ‘Ultimate Red’ colour further 
epitomises the power and desirability of the 
new 2008 SUV. 

The Access A/C, Active and Allure levels are 
complemented by the new ‘GT Line’ model. 
This desirable trim level is already a very 
popular choice on other key Peugeot models 
(108, 208, 308 and 508), and adds a sporty 
theme throughout. 

The Peugeot i-Cockpit® is unique to 
the Brand and embodies the driving 
characteristics of the Peugeot 2008 SUV, 
being agile, intuitive and safe. 

The compact sports steering wheel 
offers precise steering and improved 


PEUGEOT 2008, FROM £13,970 


Grip Control gives the 2008 its versatility on all terrain 


manoeuvrability, while the 7” multifunction 
colour touch screen puts all the functionality 
at your fingertips. 

In addition, the head-up instrument panel 
allows driver information to be accessed 
without taking the eyes off the road. 

Grip Control - an adapted traction system — 


It has an even more assertive and appealing SUV design including visual features to give it an enhanced presence 

Mark Pickles, UK marketing director at 
Peugeot, said: “The 2008 SUV is a distinctive 
and popular, practical choice with our 
customers, with 500,000 of them worldwide 
and with sales up 16 per cent in the first half of 
2016. Our current retail offers bring increased 
appeal to an already captivating vehicle.” 


gives the 2008 SUV its versatility on all types 
of terrain. 

It is combined with Mud & Snow (All- 
Season) tyres. 

Equipment available on new Peugeot 
2008 SUV includes (subject to trim level) 
MirrorScreen, and Carplay®, along with the 


reversing camera, Active City Brake and Park 
Assist - a rarity in this segment. 

The Euro6 engines ensure high-level driving 
pleasure while remaining fuel efficient. 

Four versions are ‘Best-in-Class’ in their 
segment, including the 1.2L PureTech 130 
S&S 6-speed manual. 


Refreshed styling and enhanced specification 


ffifrORSHOW 


BEFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
, LATEST MANUFACTURER 
v & DEALER OFT 
. BY VISIT 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 























Suzy Richards receives an award for Run for Joel, which was nominated again Albion prospect Jonathan Leko was on the shortlist Bethan Rees of Stafford Athletics Club was another up for the Aspiring Talent title 



Unsung hero - Wyrley Juniors chairman Keith Hardy 


Sporting heroes listed 
for community awards 


A LONG-serving junior football club 
chairman and a teenage Premier League 
star were among the nominees for 
the West Midlands Community Sports 
Awards taking place this week. 

Taking place at Villa Park last night (Wednes¬ 
day), the awards were set up with the goal of 
recognising sports clubs, projects and individ¬ 
uals making a difference in their community. 

The highlight was the BBC Midlands Sport Unsung 
Hero category with Keith Hardy, the chairman of 
Wyrley Juniors, one of three nominated for the prize. 

Hardy was selected alongside Richard Brough, from 
Handsworth Grammar School Old Boys Water Polo 
and David Finney from Redditch’s Bridge Swimming 
Club. The winner will be given the chance to win the 
national unsung hero prize at the BBC Sports Person¬ 
ality of the Year awards in Liverpool. 

Formed in 1982, Wyrley Juniors are one of the big¬ 
gest junior set-ups in the country, fielding more than 
60 teams, both male and female, in a variety of age 
groups. 

Recognition 

Hardy has played a huge role in the club’s success 
and is delighted to see the Juniors, who were the FA’s 
Community Club of The Year in 2011, receive further 
recognition. 

“I was shocked, first of all when I found out I had 
been nominated,” he said. “And then pleasantly sur¬ 
prised. I am pleased because it is recognition for the 
club and what it has achieved over the past 30-odd 
years. No-one who is involved in grassroots football 
is in it for personal awards, it’s all about the develop¬ 
ment of the kids and the club.” 

Albion striker Jonathan Leko was up for the Aspir¬ 
ing Talent Award. The 17-year-old, originally from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, made his break- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“The standard is always high 
in the West Midlands Com¬ 
munity Sport Awards, but this 
year it has been particularly 
difficult to select a shortlist.” 

through into the Baggies first team early last season. 
Stafford Athletics Club’s javelin star Bethan Rees 
and Darlaston boxer Benjamin Whittaker were also 
among the nominees. 

Nominated in the Community Club Award was 
Stourbridge-based Mums on the Run, a group which 
aims to get mothers active while raising money for 
charity. They were honoured at the Black Country 
Sport & Physical Activity Awards, which were pre¬ 
sented by Olympic gymnast Kristian Thomas. 

Also recognised is Run for Joel, a fundraising event 
held in the memory of Tunisia terror attack victim 
Joel Richards. Attracting more than 1,000 partici¬ 
pants when it took place at Sandwell Valley Country 
Park in September, it has been nominated for the 
Community Project Award and was also honoured at 
the Black Country Sport & Physical Activity Awards. 
Cannock-based Real Girls were shortlisted for the 
same category. 

Sally-Ann Chambers, head coach at Tipton-based 
Midrange Netball Club, was one of six nominees for 
community coach of the year. Akil Maylor, from Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Rise Up Yoga, was nominated in the 
Power of Sport Award, which recognises an individual 


whose life has been significantly improved or changed 
thanks to a more active lifestyle. 

The awards are organised by six county sports 
partnerships across the region. Chris Child, chair¬ 
man of the WMCSA and chief executive of Energize 
Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin, said: “The standard is 
always high in the West Midlands Community Sport 
Awards, but this year it has been particularly difficult 
to select a shortlist. 

“These awards are not just about recognising the 
best sporting talent - although there are some notable 
achievements across the finalists including Paralym¬ 
pic medals, national and world championships. In¬ 
stead, they are designed to showcase the dedication 
and commitment shown by so many people in order 
to help make a difference through the power of sport. 

“All of the finalists have already been named as 
winners in their own local County Sports Partner¬ 
ship awards and they can be incredibly proud to have 
made the final shortlist.” 

Nominees were: Community Club Award: Coundon Court FC, Elles¬ 
mere College Titans Swimming Club, Stourbridge Mums On The Run, 
Tamworth Boxing Club. Women’s Boxing Club (Birmingham), Worcester 
Netball Club. 

Community Project Award: Be Active (Telford), Big Birmingham Bikes, 
Engage! (Coventry), Run For Joel (Black Country), Real Girls (Cannock), 
The Core Skate (Hereford) 

Community Coach of the Year: Alan Bircher (Ellesmere College Titans 
Swimming Club, Sally-Ann Chambers (Midrange Netball Club, Tipton), 
Job King (Coventry Wheelchair Racing Club), Jason Lowe (Women’s 
Boxing Club, Birmingham), David Rigby (Kidsgrove Cricket Club), Mark 
Stowe (Worcester Swimming Club). 

Aspiring Talent Award: Jonathan Leko (West Bromwich Albion), Geor¬ 
gina Mitchell (Modern Pentathlete From Warwick), Rebecca Redfern 
(Worcester Swimming Club), Bethan Rees (Stafford Athletics Club), 
Adam Summers (Astons Kickboxing Academy, Shrewsbury), Benjamin 
Whittaker (Firewalker Boxing Club, Darlaston). 

Power of Sport Award: Liv Boucher (Run Like A Girl, Warwick), Darren 
Ford (Inclusively Fit Project), Yousef Khiara (O’Dell’s Amateur Boxing 
Club, Birmingham), Akil Maylor (Rise Up Yoga, Wolverhampton), Ian Nash 
(Redditch Boxing Club). 

BBC Midlands Sports Unsung Hero Award: Richard Brough (Hands¬ 
worth Grammar School Old Boys Water Polo), David Finney (The Bridge 
Swimming Club, Redditch), Keith Hardy (Wyrley Juniors FC). 



Darlaston boxer Benjamin Whittaker was up for the Aspiring Talent award 


Mums on the Run with Kristian Thomas at the Black Country Sport & Physical Activity Awards 
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Glassboys 
put visitors 
to the sword 

Stourbridge 5 Workington 0 

SUPERB Stourbridge warmed up for 
the FA Cup clash with Northampton this 
weekend by putting five past Working- 
ton - with all goals coming in the first 
27 minutes. 

Dangerman Matt Dodd was at the 
heart of Stourbridge’s early onslaught 
and soon made his presence felt when 
he cut inside Workington defender Gari 
Rowntree and was tripped as he raced 
through on goal. 

Referee Sarah Garratt had no hesita¬ 
tion in pointing to the penalty spot and 
the league’s leading marksman Luke 
Benbow duly slotted home. 

Further chances went begging before 
Stourbridge made it 2-0 on 15 minutes. 
Dodd left three Workington players trail¬ 
ing in his wake before picking out Jor¬ 
dan Archer with a pinpoint cross to head 
home his first Glassboys goals. 

It was 3-0 on 20 minutes when Jack 
Duggan headed Leon Broadhurst’s free- 
kick against the underside of Working¬ 
ton’s crossbar. The ball bounced down 
and was partially cleared straight back 
to Duggan who fired home at the second 
attempt. 

The dynamic Dodd set up a fourth goal 
just three minutes later, cutting through 
a beleaguered defence and crossing for 
the unmarked Kayelden Brown to con¬ 
vert at the far post. 

Stourbridge struck a fifth goal on 27 
minutes when Broadhurst lobbed a sub¬ 
lime pass over Workington’s defence for 
Benbow to bury home a spectacular goal 
with a first-time volley. 

Stourbridge could have increased the 
lead further when Brown blazed wide on 
52 minutes with only Workington goal¬ 
keeper Aaran Taylor to beat. Working- 
ton spurned the chance of a consolation 
goal when Rob Simpson shot meekly at 
Glassboys goalkeeper Matt Gould. 

Boxing club at the 
double in regional 
competition finals 

DUDLEY’S Priory Park Boxing Club 
will definitely have a double presence 
in the National Association of Boys and 
Girls Clubs Championships semi-finals. 

The Priory Road gym got two out of 
three through the last of the West Mid¬ 
lands finals held at the Triumph Social 
Club in Coventry. 

Former national champion James 
Mongan and club-mate Jee Johal face 
last four clashes at the Croxteth Leisure 
Centre in Liverpool on Saturday. 

They both feature in Class A, for fight¬ 
ers born in 2001. Mongan is at 48kg, 
with Johal at 60kg. 

However, another Priory Park fighter, 
Rahmatullah Sher, battled in vain 
against the useful Liam Hughes, from 
Exhall in Coventry, before going down 
on a split at 60kg in Class B (born 2000). 

Ethan Collins, of Brooklands in Dud¬ 
ley, lost a box-off on a split at the regional 
semi-final stage on a split to Kaash But¬ 
tery, from Tom Lowe in Stoke-on-Trent. 

Collins’ Brooklands club-mate Paige 
Goodyear may have to go up to 66kg to 
take on Carlisle’s Brodie Stephenson in 
a female Class B straight national final. 


Stepping into ring to help friend 



Reuben takes the gold medal at the World Cup 


A KICKBOXER will step into the ring for the fi¬ 
nal time this year to help out a friend as a season 
of success draws to a close. 

Reuben Charlesworth, of Lower Gornal, has 
won regional and national titles this year, as well 
as four world championships. 

Aged 19, he travels around the world competing 
for his club, CMA Villains in Halesowen and re¬ 
cently won the World Cup in Romania. 

He trains and teaches at the family martial arts 
centre and also gives back what he has learned 
over the years by tutoring at schools in Dudley 
and Sandwell. Reuben has just one competition 


Boxing 


left this year, which is this weekend. He has can¬ 
celled a scheduled bout in Poland on Sunday to 
line up in Birmingham instead for a charity event 
for a friend who has been diagnosed with Motor 
Neurone Disease. 

All of CMA Villains will be competing along 
with many others clubs, who will putting on 
fights and exhibitions. Spectators are welcome at 
North Solihull Sports Centre, Chelmsley Wood, 
from 11am. Admission is £10 on the door or £25 
to participate. Call 0121 770 3822. 


HALES BACK 
CONTENTION 

Bridgnorth 11 Old Halesonians 22 

HALES first team squad trav¬ 
elled to Bridgnorth looking for a 
much needed win to re-estab¬ 
lish themselves in the league. 

The opening 20 minutes was main¬ 
ly dominated by Bridgnorth and the 
young fit home side tested the Hales 
defence. Four penalties were conceded, 
two of them converted, and Bridgnorth 
led 6-0. 

After 20 minutes, Hales fly half Ian Briggs left 
the field on a yellow card as the referee penalised 
him for a deliberate knock on. Hales had to dig in 
to gain control and they were back in contention 
as Carl Robinson sprinted in for an unconverted 
try. This gave the visitors the lift they needed 
and strong running again turned the tide. 

Ben Barkley constantly made ground into the 
home defence. He passed to Robinson, to Adam 
Clayton on the left flank who in turn fed wing 
Jay Reid and he powered through his opposite 
number for a try out wide. Chris Hooper took 
the difficult touchline conversion and slotted be¬ 
tween the posts for a 12-6 lead. 

Slipped 

Director of Rugby Gary Cox and head coach 
Ben Hughes rallied the players to maintain the 
momentum for the second period. 

They did just that and the lead was extended 
early in the second half. The forwards drove 
again and the ball was slipped inside to Reid 
gliding through the defence. He fed scrum half 
Chris Danks to Hooper to tight head prop Rich¬ 
ard Taylor who crossed the line for a great team 
try, converted by Hooper. 

Hales were reduced in numbers again with 
Clayton receiving a yellow card for pulling down 
in the line out. The visitors made changes, Rob 
Butler on at prop for Matt Young, Luke Irwin 
on for Clayton and Jamie Keen on at scrum half 
for Danks. More pressure by the returning Briggs 
supported by Neil Mason and Kieran Haynes 
forced a penalty by Bridgnorth, converted by 
Hooper. Hales were in command of the game 
at this stage although the home side pinched a 
well-deserved try to pull the score back. 

Hales host Broadstreet on Saturday at 2.15pm. 


U-16s overturn neighbours 



The Halesonians u-16s squad, who are in impressive form and beat Stourport 87-5 


Stourport RFC 5 Old Halesonians u-16s 87 

HALES helped out their hosts by loaning the 
depleted neighbours three players for the first 
game between the two sides. 

Hales are in good form and made an immedi¬ 
ate impact with a fourth minute Louis Prosser 
try. They went on to build up a substantial 
lead as Aiden Wilbey, Alessi Knight, Jack Law, 
Oscar Crowcombe, Will Hymer and Jacob Saul 
took the half-time tally to 53-0. 

Stourport played well, they had a brave pack 
that ran the ball into a strong Old Hales defen¬ 
sive line and their backs showed some pace, but 


they did make some handling errors and Old 
Hales were able to secure turnover ball again 
and again. 

Old Hales forward Mike Essex was next on 
the scoresheet, but he was playing for Stour¬ 
port and scored their only try. 

Jacob Saul was rewarded with a couple more 
impressive tries, Tom King and Jack Law were 
gaining points from the conversion kicks, Will 
Ford discovered that he could use his size and 
speed to great effect in driving the opposition 
off in the ruck and Charlie Adams made a super 
run to score an impressive try. 



Six-miler a 
real test of 
endurance 

THERE were opportunities right on the 
doorstep for athletes from Dudley King- 
swinford Running Club at the weekend 
with huge numbers travelling the short 
distance to Baggeridge Country Park for 
the Suicide 6. A colourfully named race 
organised by Action Heart, the cardiac 
charity based at Russell’s Hall Hospi¬ 
tal, over a six-mile course around Bag¬ 
geridge down into Himley Park and back 
again, taking in some of the most testing 
features of both venues. 

Within a mile of the start the course 
took competitors over the trig point, a 
brutally thigh shredding climb, before a 
stretch along the clay road sapping any 
remaining strength from already ruined 
legs. 

Added to this another steep climb 
across a ridge behind Himley Hall and 
a waist deep water crossing to negotiate 
before climbing 111 steps before cross¬ 
ing the line, some in a heap. 

Stuart Perkins was first home for the 
blue hoops in 40.43 taking 10th place, 
Dave Norman finished in 23rd in 42.57 
chased over the line by Simon Hughes in 
25th in 43.07. 

Gary Bonner was 29th in 43.34, Mick 
Quane 47th in 44.28, Mark Homer was 
53rd in 45.01, Stephen Parr finished 
86th in 47.24, Sergej Lyubovnikov was 
96th in 48.22 and Darren Marklew came 
home in 102nd in 48.41. 

Andy Weaver came home in 49.47, 
Richard Tonks in 50.10, Rory Campbell 
in 51.26, John Sixsmith in 51.34, John 
Andrews in 53.06, Andy Morrison in 
53.20, Karen Doy in 57.10, Malcolm Bed- 
dall in 1.00.57, Jane Campbell in 1.01.47, 
Lisa Kendrick in 1.02.25, Jan Burbie in 
1.06.49 and Tony Noke in 1.06.51. 

Amanda Hunt, Tracy Jones and Gina 
Collins all finished together in 1.10.28, 
Preston Grundy crossed the line in 
1.12.34 and Chris Wood finished in 
1.12.40. 

it's valentine's Day 
as visitors snatch it 

Halesowen Town 1 Frickley Athletic 2 

NATHAN Valentine broke Halesowen’s 
hearts with Frickley’s stunning injury 
time winner. But no-one could begrudge 
Frickley their vital three points as the 
struggling visitors created the better 
openings in a game low in quality. 

Kuda Muskwe caused particular dan¬ 
ger and he went close on four occasions. 

Noel Burdett nipped in to snatch the 
lead for Frickley in the final seconds of 
the first half. 

Kaiman Anderson headed Yeltz level 
in the 52nd minute before Valentine 
arrowed home a 25-yarder in the third 
minute of injury time. 
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